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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Lagos received another bout of the climate change phenomenon with 
unusually heavy rains in the month of July 2017. The downpour between 5-
8 July resulted in the flooding of many parts of Lagos with Ikoyi, Lekki, 
Victoria Island and the Ajah axis witnessing the most severe inundation of 
homes and business properties.  
 
From Ahmadu Bello Way near the former Bar Beach to Lekki Phase 1 and 
extending to Ajah and adjourning communities, residents were trapped as 
the raging waters took over entire streets, cut off others, inundated cars 
and other valuable property, and surged into their homes. 
  
On Tuesday July 11, 2017 the Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the 
Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) visited the some of the affected areas for an on-
the-spot-assessment. The team visited Lekki, Jakande Estate, Osapa 
London, Ogonmbo, Ilasan Village and Okun Ajah where the effects of the 
flooding were most felt.  
 
The visit afforded the ERA/FoEN team to speak with traumatized families 
who had nowhere to go and expressed frustration at the state government 
approach to engaging them which is best described as abandonment.   
 
The ERA/FoEN team observed neighborhoods still under siege from the 
waters of the last rain and documented the general dislocation of the socio-
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economic lives of the people wrought by the floods. In Jakande alone, 
nearly one million residents were affected.  

 
 
BASIC FACTS 
Lagos is known as the City of Excellence.  The Lekki and Ajah axis worst 
hit by the floods is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on one side, and the 
more than 50 km long and 3 to 13 km wide Lagos Lagoon on the other. The 
lagoon normally receives discharge from the Ogun and Osun Rivers and 
empties into the Atlantic via the Lagos Harbor. The affected areas are low-
lying and believed to be about five meters below sea level, making them 
susceptible to inundation. 
 
At the 4th Lagos State Climate Change Summit in 2012, experts concluded 
that as sea level rises globally, Lagos is one of the cities that will be worst 
hit. They predicted that by the year 2100 sea level rise in Lagos could 
range between 0.32m and 1.41m.  
 
Eti-Osa, Lagos Island and Ibeju-Lekki under which the currently-inundated 
communities are situated, fall under areas of Lagos projected to be under 
water as climate change impacts accelerate.  
 
The local people believe that dredging activities along the Atlantic and 
massive sandfilling along the Lagos Lagoon also contribute to depriving 
water from emptying into the lagoon. Questions have also been raised 
about the Eko Atlantic City project which has been ongoing for nearly a 
decade with public skepticism about its impact on the immediate and far 
communities. Experts continue to demand that the state government make 
public the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study on the project.   
 
 

 
2. DOCUMENTED IMPACTS OF LEKKI FLOODING 
 
Health 

The team observed that in the inundated areas in Jakande Estate, 
Ogombo, Okun Aja, Ilasan Village and Osapa London sources of water, 
including boreholes have been inundated, opening up the possibility of 
contamination. All forms of sewage including human waste mingled with 
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the free-flowing waters.  A cholera epidemic looms as sanitation facilities 
have all completely broken down. 
 
Residents of Jakande and environs also told the team that they fear reptiles 
may capitalize on the inundation to enter the communities either from the 
Atlantic or the Lagos Lagoon which was no longer assimilating water. At 
Lekki a crocodile was reported to have been caught before it could do 
harm. The crocodile may likely have been driven from its natural habitat by 
the rising waters. 

 
Local Livelihoods 
The Lekki-Ajah axis is mostly residential but also a hub of commerce as big 
and small businesses compete to outdo each other. 
The team observed that tens of lockup stalls had been inundated by the 
waters, thereby paralyzing business. 
 
This sudden dislocation of business-owners will worsen the low patronage 
that most business owners have complained of since the nation went into a 
recession.  

 
 
Security 
As with any disaster not handled with sensitivity, there is likelihood of an 
upsurge in crime as hoodlums, cashing in on the helpless situation of the 
people, especially in the night might start causing mischief. The team 
observed that houses abandoned by their owners due to the floods are now 
potential targets for looting by hoodlums.  
The situation is further exacerbated by the power outage that was effected 
by the Power Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN) immediately inundation 
of houses was noticed. The decision was to avert people being 
electrocuted in homes where the electric sockets have been compromised 
by the flood waters.  
 

3. Emergency Response 
 
The response of the Lagos State government has been less-comforting 
and only put the blame of the inundation on the people. On Sunday July 9, 
2017 the Commissioner for the Environment, Babatunde Adejare, visited 
and was quoted as saying the habit of the people in dumping refuse 
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indiscriminately and blocked drains were to blame. No mention was made 
about government projects that have made the coastline uninhabitable.  
 
Adejare said most of the flooding would recede after a period of time, 
attributing the cause to the high tide of the lagoon, slowing down the flow of 
rainfall water from drainage channels. 
He said dumping refuse in drainages meant to take flood water to the 
lagoon, blocks such channels and as such had dire consequences that 
could lead to loss of lives and properties. 
 

 
More Rains to Come 
The announcement by the Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET) that 
more rains will come as further added to the consternation of the 
communities on the Lagos coastline. It is not certain that the state 
government will commence campaigns on the dangers that are likely to 

follow if more rains come. 
 

4. TESTIMONIES 
 
Ifeoma Edith Nwanya, Provision Seller, Jakande 
I have been living here since 2004 and I have never seen anything like this 
type of flood before. This flood has destroyed our property. It is the highest 
flood I have ever witnessed. There was a similar flood in 2011 but this 
year’s downpour is the worst in terms of seriousness and impact. Our major 
worry is that the water has refused to recede and we know that this 
problem is caused by the Eko Atlantic City project. We the poor people 
cannot fight the rich and we have been talking and government has not 
done anything about the situation. Just look at what we have been suffering 
since the flood occurred. I am not even talking of my home that is flooded 
and property damaged 
 
   
Pastor Chuks Ifedinma, Mountain of Fire & Miracles Ministries  
In as much as we know that the climate change phenomenon is global, we 
must agree here that we are the ones that have violated Gods command 
separating land from water. Even if there is drainage it must be linked but 
the drains are not enough and do not lead anywhere. That is why we blame 
the government. Why are they encroaching on the Ocean? The 
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government has breached God’s law by engaging in projects that disturb 
the sea. Climate Change is responsible for the more than usual rain but the 
water not flowing or receding has nothing to do with it. Water must find its 
level.  
 
Olakunle Ahmed, resident 
It has been so bad for us in this community because we now have to walk 
in water always. Do you know it was so bad that a few days ago I left home 
without my shoes and only remembered when I got to the expressway and 
was about boarding a vehicle. I had to wade through the water again back 
to my home to get the shoes. Suddenly we have become used to walking in 
the water. But this is not clean water because excreta and other wastes 
now float side by side people here. 
 
Franca Osehmea: 
Government does not want to do anything. We have been talking every 
time. In 2011 they came and they didn’t do anything.  Is not the refuse that 
caused the water but the project government is doing. 
 
Festus Abinoye Emiojerenre, Mechanical Engineer 
There is error in the way the government is carrying out the sand filling 
which is also a major reason for this inundation because our  houses are in 
a basin so water comes in and cannot go out. The engineers that the Lagos 
State government employed are mediocres. The dredgers are supposed to 
dredge 3km from the lagoon but they are not doing that. Everywhere there 
is dredging and it us causing problems. There are no sand banks to protect 
us from the Atlantic and sea level is rising. In the past, there were natural 
drainage channels but they are no more there.  People who are competent 
are not in government.  
All the monies they plough into Atlantic city project could have solved these 
problems.  
 
Hannah Okorie 
It is sad what is happening here. The water entered my house and I the 
owner has been sacked. We have not seen government officials here to tell 
us what to do. The only visits we have had are some few media people 
who have come to visit and ask us questions. The sand is blocking the 
movement of water. 
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Adeyinka Owolabi, Plumbing technician 
The water is too much. It has damaged everything and we have to move 
the little things we have left. 
 
Rev. Stephen Aiyeyemi, School Proprietor 
This flood is unprecedented in the history of this community. You can see 
the school where most children in this community attend which I am the 
proprietor is closed down because of the water. The only thing near this 
kind of flood was in 2011 but it is not comparable. The reasons for this 
year’s flood are multiple.  
 
There is the challenge of inadequate drains which would have made water 
that should pass through Igboshiku community on the other side of the 
expressway to empty into the lagoon. A substantial part of the right of way 
has been sold off to the rich developers.  Most of them have constructed 
concrete castings and blocked the passage of the water.  
 
Also, the beach line project has hemmed us in between the Atlantic and the 
Lagos lagoon because of the level of sand dykes that do not allow the 
water flow back into the Atlantic. 
 
There is a big canal which is supposed to empty water into the lagoon and 
Osapa London but it was sandfilled and has blocked the canal. 
 
The Elegushi International Market is also an obstruction because it was 
built on a flood plain for the water to pass through. The market has blocked 
the second entrance into the estate and turned the place into a basin. 
 
We have nowhere to go because we were relocated here from Maroko 
which was demolished during the military administration of Col. Raji Rasaki 
in the early 1990s and we have been living here since then.  The estate 
has a population of about 1 million people and 1,700 flats excluding 
bungalows. 
 
Alhaja Sherifat Okunowo 
We are in a state of devastation because my family lost property to the 
flood. We woke up in the morning to see water everywhere in the house. 
We had to hurriedly switch off all electrical appliances to avoid electrocution 
before PHCN cut off power to the entire neighborhood. The worst part is 
that the children cannot go to school because they are very small. I cannot 
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go to the stall because it is also flooded. It is a terrible situation. We are 
helpless   

 
5. RECOMENDATIONS 
 
1. Declaration of a state of disaster in Lekki, Ajah and environs 
2. Immediate provision and release of relief materials to displaced persons in 

the camps in Jakande, Ajah, Lekki axis  
3. Opening up of centers to cater for/assimilate displaced families 
4. Commencement of a public health campaign in Lagos State 
5. A halt in sand dredging, building on flood plains, blockades to drains, and 

projects without verifiable Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) like the 
Eko Atlantic City. The practice globally is small dams because the impact of a 
breach is more easily managed 

6. Deployment of the Ecological Funds to the immediate needs of Lagos State 
flood victims and other initiatives to check a recurrence of the flooding of the 
affected communities 

7. Conference of International agencies to strategies on emergency response to 
natural disasters 

8.  A national summit on revision of early warning systems and flood 
vulnerability. 
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6. Lagos Floods in Pictures 
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