


 

 OUR FOREST 

IS  

OUR LIFE 
 

 

COMBATING THE IMPACT OF DEFORESTATION AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE IN NIGERIA 

 

 

 

Edited by 

Godwin Uyi Ojo, ed 

 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 2 

 

ERA/FoEN 2014 

 ERACTION Books and Journal Publications 

Series Editor: Godwin Uyi Ojo, PhD 

ERA/FoEN 

#214 Uselu Lagos Road, Ugbowo 

P. O. Box 10577, Benin City, Nigeria. 

Tel: +234 52-941-320 

Email: eraction@eraction.org 

Website: www.eraction.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth 

Nigeria, 2014 

 

ISBN: 978-978-949-104-9 

Printed in Nigeria by 
Portion Consult Limited 

526A, George Crescent, Agbalajobi Estate,  
Off WEMPCO Road,Ogba, Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria  

Tel: +23480 299 09 781 
Email: Info@portionconsult.com 

 

 

mailto:eraction@eraction.org
http://www.eraction.org/


OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 3 

  

DEDICATION 

To our dear comrade and mentor, late Professor Festus Iyayi, a 

scholar cum activist par excellence who had confirmed his 

commitment to NEC 2013 shortly before his tragic death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 4 

 

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria 

 
Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria 
(ERA/FoEN) is a Nigerian non-governmental organisation 
founded on January 11, 1993 to deal with environmental human 
rights issues in Nigeria. ERA/FoEN is the Nigerian chapter of 
Friends of the Earth International (FoEI), the world 
environmental justice federation campaigning to protect the 
environment and to create sustainable societies. ERA/FoEN is 
the co-ordinating NGO in Africa for Oilwatch International, the 
global South network of groups concerned about the effects of oil 
on the environment of the people who live in oil-bearing regions 
and currently hosts the Secretariat of Green Alliance Nigeria, a 
Nigerian network of environment focused NGOs. 
 
ERA/FoEN is a member of the Network for Accountability of 
Tobacco Transnationals (NATT), and the Framework Convention 
Alliance (FCA). 
In recognition of its commitment to struggles for environmental 
human rights, ERA/FoEN was named premier winner of the 
Sophie Prize, the international award in environment and 
development (1998), the Bloomberg Award for Global Tobacco 
Control (2009) and recipient of the Ford Foundation Jubilee 
Transparency Awards (2011). 
 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUATERS 
#214, Uselu-Lagos Road, P. O. Box 10577, 
Ugbowo, Benin City, Nigeria. 
Tel: +234-52-941320 
e-mail: eraction@eraction.org; website: www.eraction.org 
 
  



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 5 

 
OTHER OFFICES 
Lagos 
#397B, George Crescent, 
Agbalajobi Estate, Off Wempco Road, 
Ogba-Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria. 
Tel: +234-1 7613285 
 
Port Harcourt 
#10, Ibaa Street, off Okomoko Street, 
D-Line, P. O. Box 13708, 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria.  
 
Yenagoa 

Niger Delta Resource Centre,  
Koko House, Opolo 
PMB 114, Yenagoa, Nigeria. 

  



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 6 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth 

Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) sixth National Environmental 

Consultation (NEC) proved to be a huge success. Thanks to 

all delegates at the conference drawn from community 

leaders and representatives, women, youths, academics, 

lawyers, environmentalists and government officials. In 

particular, many thanks to community representatives 

from Ekiti state and representatives of the state 

government. For the first time, the NEC enjoyed state 

support with His Excellency Governor Kayode Fayemi and 

government officials in attendance. We also commend also 

all paper presenters and lead discussants during the 

conference. The quality of the presentations were highly 

commendable and supported even by paper reviewers 

whose comments made the work of much better quality.  

The errors in this book, if any, are not intentional hence our 

partners and associates cannot be held liable in any event.   

Finally, thanks to the Naturvernforbundet, Norway for the 

support of the conference and the publication of this book. 

(ERA Logo) 

 

 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 7 

 

CONTENTS 

DEDICATION   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

 

CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION: OUR FORESTS OUR LIFE           9 - 24  

Godwin Uyi Ojo, PhD.      

 

CHAPTER TWO  

DEMOCRATIZING ENERGY AND DEFORESTATION: THE 

IMPERATIVES OF SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVES  

Godwin Uyi Ojo, PhD.                       25 - 41 

  

CHAPTER THREE  

THE ENVIRONMENT IS LIFE: BUILDING INCLUSIVE  

SUSTAINABLE GOVERNANCE FOR FORESTS,  

BIODIVERSITY AND LIVELIHOODS   

Professor Margaret T. Okorodudu-Fubara       42 - 73 

 

CHAPTER FOUR  

DEFORESTATION AND CLIMATE CHANGE-INDUCED  

CONFLICTS     

Leslie Adoghame                                                  74 - 98 

 

 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 8 

 

CHAPTER FIVE  

CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT-RELATED 

INCOME                                      

E. M. Isikhuemen                                             99 - 106 

 

CHAPTER SIX  

PROSPECTS OF REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION IN NIGERIA                                                 
Surveyor Efik                                                  107 - 117 

 

CHAPTER SEVEN   

UNDERSTANDING REDD: THE EMERGING BLACK GOLD? 

  

Rita Uwaka                                                         118 - 131 

 

CHAPTER EIGHT  

FRAMING GENDER RESPONSIVE FORESTRY POLICIES AND 

PROGRAMMES    

Priscilla M. Achakpa & Uever Kelvin Iorundu   132 - 148 

 

CHAPTER NINE  

PROMOTING COMMUNITY-BASED FOREST MANAGEMENT 
OPTION: THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS  
Prince Barbs Preye Pawuru                                149 - 165 
 
 
 
 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 9 

 
 
 
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION: OUR FORESTS OUR LIFE 

Godwin Uyi Ojoi, PhD 

…the relationship between man and his 

environment is increasingly being understood 

as inseparable. But has man come to terms 

with this reality, or has chosen to turn a blind 

eye to its hurt? Little wonder then that 

environmental concerns assume lethargic, and 

bitter squabbles and violent conflicts in the 

face of threatened economic interests. On a 

global scale, especially in developing countries, 

the environment is routinely sacrificed on the 

slab of economic growth, overconsumption 

and greed. Yet, striking a balance between 

anthropogenic and eco-centric divide is 

central to man’s rediscovery of itself and as 

part of its sustaining power to thrive on planet 

earth and live in harmony with nature. This 

probing is a prompting to this venture.       

                                                           
i Dr Godwin Uyi Ojo, Political Ecologist, is Co-founder and Executive Director, 

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN). Email: 

gloryline2000@yahoo.co.uk 
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In the last decade or so, deforestation as a major 

environmental problem has gained wider focus from within 

a narrow sectional approach to the much wider scope of 

climate change and food security discourse. Annually, about 

two billion tons of Co2 is released into the atmosphere due 

to deforestation. Drivers of climate change include rising 

levels of GHGs in the atmosphere caused mainly by burning 

fossil fuels, deforestation, environmental degradation and 

industrial processes. Drivers of deforestation can be 

reversed from a broader spectrum of protecting community 

lands rights tenure and resources in ways that promote 

sustainable forests management practices involving local 

people (Knight et. al., 2012). This Chapter, in a broader 

sense, encapsulates the notion of climate change as a 

development opportunity to build resilience in adaptation 

and emission reduction measures (Ojo, 2010; Toulmin, 

2009). This volume focuses on these perspectives to 

exploring the challenges of deforestation and climate 

change and what policy options are required to address 

them.   

The World Commission on Forests and Sustainable 

Development (1999) identifies the major pillars of 

sustainable forests management (SFM) such as landscape 

management, ecosystem based management, participatory 

decision- making, localized management and maximizing 

agroforestry potentials. With a global focus on the status of 

the world forests, it also called for a broader inclusive 

approach that privileges local knowledge and participation 
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in ways that support the food security and livelihood needs 

of marginalized communities as well as a more equitable 

sharing of benefits from the uses of forests and its products 

(WCFSD, 1999: 81). Then, in testifying before the WCFSD 

Hearing at an international conference, I have presented 

the local voices alienated from forests management thus:   

The grievances of local people are many. The lack of 

direct consultation with them in the use or 

appropriation of their lands insults them and makes 

them helpless. Where destruction of forests lands 

and crops is involved, inadequate compensation is 

paid to farmers. Compensation rates in Nigeria are 

pitiable and laughable (WCFSD, 1999: 57).iii  

Such old tradition in forests management is still the norm 

in most of Africa especially in Nigeria not withstanding 

global shifting trends in policy to reverse this. This is in 

                                                           
ii The concerns were excerpts from a paper presentation titled: Voices from the 

Fringe in which community voices were raised in the aftermath of the proposed 

Okwango National Park in Cross River state and Okomu National Park in Edo 

state where communities were banned out rightly from harvesting non-timber 

forests products, plant medicines and vegetables under the guise of 

conservation. Taking away community rights to forests and its products is like 

taking away a neighbourhood supermarket. The initiative also criminalized 

them in the exercise of their communal rights. The ideal should be to promote 

community rights to forests in ways they are in harmonious living with nature 

and in a sustainable manner. 
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spite of the recent Cancun Agreements during the CoP16 in 

2010 which recognizes the need to protect the rights and 

role of forests dwellers and indigenous people in 

sustainable forests management. The eviction of forest 

dwellers from their natural homestead to pave way for 

“wilderness conservation” and development interest is 

rampant and has been roundly discredited as a practice 

that should be consigned to history.  

In other words, forests management is still restricted solely 

to national and state forestry department-led conservation 

programmes and to the exclusion of the participation of the 

private and public sectors or vulnerable groups. This is in 

contrast to the global call for community forest 

management systems (FAO, 1989). In particular, communal 

land tenure rights remain a big issue and in sharp contrast 

to the voluntary Tenure Guidelines provisions to avoid 

extinguishing tenure rights. Indeed, the guidelines 

recognize the importance of customary rights in tenure 

thus:  

State and non-state actors should acknowledge 
that land, fisheries and forests have social, 
cultural, spiritual, economic, environmental and 
political value to indigenous peoples and other 
communities with customary tenure systems.” 
…Indigenous peoples and other communities 
with customary tenure systems that exercise self-
governance of land, fisheries and forests should 
promote and provide equitable, secure and 
sustainable rights to those resources, with special 
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attention to the provision of equitable access for 
women. Effective participation of all members, 
men, women and youth, in decisions regarding 
their tenure systems should be promoted through 
their local or traditional institutions, including in 
the case of collective tenure systems. Where 
necessary, communities should be assisted to 
increase the capacity of their members to 
participate fully in decision-making and 
governance of their tenure systems (Article 9.2: 
FAO, 2012). 

 

That said, in some instances, some local communities are 

now being recognized and gradually being incorporated 

within a participatory community based forests 

management practices in developing countries in Latin 

America, Asia and Africa.  While some countries such as 

Ghana, South Africa, and Liberia are on the right track, 

Nigeria’s forest management approach is still consigned to 

policy discourse and without a clear-cut implementation 

approach.  

Yet the question of tenure needs to be addressed beyond 

the voluntary declarations. Although several efforts exist by 

the various levels of government to implement community 

based forests management schemes in different guises, yet, 

none has realized a system of community-led decision 

making, roles and responsibilities as well as sharing of 

benefits. In any practicable system of forests management 

this level of community participation is the ultimate and 
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signals a robust localized institutionalising in ways that 

support communities as true custodians of the 

environment. 

 

Theoretical Framing: Man and Nature Nexus  

The theoretical framing of this collection of essays that are 

closely related has its leanings on the standard 

development practices and conservation (Chokor and Ozo, 

2007).  Our Common Future (1987) aptly describes the 

relationship between man and its environment that is 

increasingly being understood as inseparable. But has man 

come to terms with this reality, or it chooses to turn a blind 

eye to its hurt? Little wonder then that environmental 

concerns assume lethargic and bitter squabbles and violent 

conflicts in the face of threatened economic interests. On a 

global scale especially in developing countries, the 

environment is routinely sacrificed on the slab of economic 

growth, overconsumption and greed. Yet, striking a balance 

between anthropogenic and eco-centric divide is central to 

man’s rediscovery of itself and as part of its sustaining 

power to thrive on planet earth and live in harmony with 

nature.       

From the literature, the issues are broadly two fold. On the 

one hand, communities for their supposedly lack of 

knowledge in forest management and the scourge of 

population boom are forced to be drivers of deforestation 

through subsistence farming hence they needed to be 
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evicted and driven far and away from the forests. Such 

invasion has resulted in human rights violations and 

dispossession. On the other hand, and within a political 

ecology framework of analysis, we must examine the 

underlying forces which consign local people to be involved 

in deforestation that are linked to their survival but mostly 

external to the communities. Such issues as forests 

concession by legal and illegal logging and biodiversity 

losses from illicit trade and forests commercialization in 

the international markets are not usually practices linked 

to local communities. In their own interest communities are 

duty bound to consume forests and its products in a 

controlled and sustainable manner hence forests are mostly 

collectively owned and communally governed.  

Doubtless, it is in the interests of communities and their 

survival that forests and its resources continue to be 

harnessed in a sustainable manner.  The physical and 

biophysical forests and its ecosystem services for food, 

fodder and shelter, are considered priceless being the very 

essence of daily living. Carbon sequestration or the 

balancing of the health of ecosystems and as natural carbon 

sinks are services nature renders based on its resilience 

and within planetary boundaries. To community folks, the 

forest is our life and it is practically not for sale. 

Whether forests should exist more as carbon sinks or as 

stocks for fixed carbon credits and speculation in the 

international market within the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean 

Development Mechanism (CDM), or direct sale through 
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land grabbing for mono-crop plantations, it is no more than 

land grabbing or theft. Such forestland appropriation have 

been repackaged within a UN led initiative on REDD, that is, 

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation. 

This scheme and its prototypes are mostly seen by activists 

and communities as no more than fraud and an attempt to 

dispossess communities from being owners and managers 

of forests and its resources and very little to do with 

stemming deforestation and climate change.  

Clearly, harm to the environment in the reduction of the 

earth’s carrying capacity to strike a balance and repair itself 

and fix the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is central to 

the root causes of the greenhouse gas effect, global 

warming, extreme weather conditions and climate change.  

In the end, policy intervention aimed at forests 

management in a wider context is required. The 

typography of forests management systems from the top-

down approach continuum to the bottom up approach is 

instructive. Yet, even as the latter is much favoured, 

citizens’ reorientation and consciousness as true defenders 

of the environment in all ramifications of the word is 

urgently required to stem the tide of deforestation.  This 

might help to reinforce the notion of collective rights to 

forests and shared natural resources through sustainable 

production and consumption patterns of forests and its 

resources.  
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The centrality of civil society groups (CSOs) working with 

the relevant government agencies should provide 

alternatives and as catalyst to environmental protection. 

This implies that CSOs should be at the forefront driving the 

process of social change in environmental management and 

ensuring the right policies are in place. 

CSOs such as the Environmental Rights Action/Friends of 

the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) are continually mobilizing 

communities for expansive mandate of governance that 

embraces all strata of stakeholders and citizens. While this 

sixth National Environmental Consultation held in Ekiti 

state addresses salient deforestation and development 

issues in Nigeria, the theme, Our Forest Our Life has 

universal appeal.  Ekiti state is regarded as charcoal haven 

for the wide scale commercial charcoal production for 

income generation which also accounts for the high rate of 

deforestation. The challenge here might be sustainable 

forestry and improved technologies for charcoal 

production rather than an outright ban. ERA/FoEN as an 

advocacy cum development NGO would do well to live up to 

its billing by ensuring that its theorizing and environmental 

evangelism gains practical deployment.  Moving beyond 

advocacy to direct intervention through pilot projects and 

demonstration schemes in showcasing community based 

forests management that is truly participatory and 

community led could be the way forward to the new 

leadership. 
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About the book and relevance  

This volume has relevance in deforestation and climate 

change discourse. Collectively, this book addresses the 

persistent problems facing natural resource management 

to raise critical questions on deforestation and climate 

change, forests management options, land tenure and 

community rights, land appropriation and dispossession, 

forced eviction, and strategies to address them.  

The global movement to respond to climate change from 

the United Nations Earth Summit negotiation process 

seems to have been hijacked by business interests in ways 

that climate change discourse gravitates from “capitalist 

crisis to climate-crisis capitalism” (Bond, 2012). The use of 

monetary mechanisms alone cannot deliver on halting 

deforestation and climate change.  By presenting case 

studies from the legal and field experiences it enriches the 

literature in theory and practice. Such level of insight is 

useful for greater understanding and in the fashioning of 

policy options for improved forests management. It is a 

resource for researchers, development practitioners, 

activists as well as policy makers interested in finding 

solutions to the identified problems. It is hoped that it finds 

relevance with developing countries especially countries in 

similar situation with that of Nigeria.  

The papers have been carefully selected through peer 

reviews and complemented by comments and discussions 
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during the conference. The first chapter, Our Forests, Our 

Life provides the introductory elements and relevance for 

the work within a broader focus of deforestation and 

climate change discourse. Chapter Two focuses on 

Deforestation and Energy Democratisation: The imperatives 

of Sustainable Alternatives to discuss the link between 

deforestation and climate change in the consumption of 

fuel wood, and the need for energy transition from dirty 

energy sources to renewable ones.  The chapter 

innovatively sets the framework for energy 

decentralisation model that is locally based, small scale and 

less capital intensive.  

In contrast, Chapter Three focuses on the legal dimensions 

of forests management by building inclusive sustainable 

governance for forests and biodiversity management.    

Professor M. T. Okorodudu-Fubara deployed case studies 

and argues strongly for the much needed establishment of a 

global entity, World Environment Organisation (WEO). This 

is to specifically implement a specific mandate on 

environment such that policy and resources align to deliver 

on better environmental management practices as it relates 

to forests and its resources.  The paper reinforces the 

notion of co-existence and harmony with nature and with 

an appealing mandate of locus standi to all to be legally 

armed to defend the environment.   

Deforestation and climate change induced conflicts form 

the subject of Chapter Four. The discussion on 

environmental refugee typologies was found to be 
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associated with the Nigeria situation in many respects. The 

chapter emphasizes that environmental refugee status 

exists in Nigeria from across the length and breath of the 

country due mainly to changes in the environment and 

conflict induced migration. Using adaptation coping 

mechanism against deforestation and climate change it 

argues for the need to secure “governance capacities” that 

will protect livelihoods and income which are the major 

sources of migration and deforestation. 

Chapter Five deals with the topical issue of climate change, 

food security and environment related livelihoods. Beyond 

the exercise of monetary figures on ecosystem valuation is 

the more intangible benefits from nature that is intrinsic to 

environmental health. The ERA/FoEN does not necessarily 

agree with ecosystem valuation because nature cannot be 

offered for sale.  Although valuation also can be subjected 

to corporation’s abuse, yet, argument can also be turned on 

its head to demonstrate that nature is indeed priceless that 

no money can buy.     

The highly controversial and contested United Nations 

initiative called Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 

and forest Degradation as part of measures aimed at 

arresting deforestation and climate change are presented 

contrastively in Chapter Six and Chapter Seven.  While 

Chapter Six argues within the mainstream standard ideals 

to highlight potential benefits and what progress has been 

made to ensure Nigeria is compliant, Chapter Seven offers a 

critique of REDD and its process as a tool to dispossess 
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local communities and thus has very little or nothing to do 

with deforestation and climate change adaptation and 

mitigation measures. Interestingly both papers draw for 

the same set of data to present their analysis and 

conclusions that are however distinctively different. This 

divide at the local level within Nigeria’s civil society group 

is a reflection of the current state of REDD on a global scale 

with the Conference of parties negotiators not faring better.   

The theme of gender in combating deforestation and 

climate change is the focus of Chapter Eight. The need for 

greater visibility and empowerment of women in decision 

making on forests management issues continue to be the 

hammered down in theory but practices reveal that very 

little is being done on ground to effect the desire change. 

Disaggregated-gender data is required in planning and 

interventions to deforestation and climate change 

responses. In any event, women are at the forefront 

deploying coping mechanisms to adaptation as outlined in 

Chapter Five. This may be required to be scaled up and 

supported with the needed resources and capacity building 

in ways that harness their effort in modern day ways of 

intervention. 

Finally, Chapter Nine is spot on in dealing with direct 

options for forests management in relation to deforestation 

and climate change. It presents the four management 

options covering the federal government, state 

government, corporations, and community initiatives with 

the obvious conclusion that the latter is the more viable 
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than the rest.  Yet, the hurdles before community based 

forest management are many including  state devolution of 

power to the communities, capacity building and resource 

flows in ways that empower communities to scale up their 

communal management and collective rights in community 

based forest management schemes. 

It is hoped that this collection contributes to knowledge 

and information to support plans and programmes and to 

consolidate on gains in addressing holistically the problems 

of deforestation and climate change in Nigeria. This is one 

way such challenges identified could be turned into 

opportunities in turning around the scourge of 

deforestation and climate change.   
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CHAPTER TWO 

DEFORESTATION AND DEMOCRATISING ENERGY: THE 

IMPERATIVES OF SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVES 

Godwin Uyi Ojoi, PhD. 

 

Introduction 

This Chapter focuses on the challenegs of deforestation  

from the perspective of fuelwood dependence as a major 

contributor to climate change.  It discusses the link 

between defeorestation and climate change and the 

associated impacts on people and environment. It discusses 

the need for identifying a frameowrk for energy 

transformation from biomass and fuelwood to much 

cleaner technologies. This framework should form the basis 

of energy decentralisation and democratisation process 

that will ensure that energy is not the concern of all in 

terms of consumption but also in the production and 

managment process.  

 

                                                           
i Dr Godwin Uyi Ojo, Political Ecologist, is Co-founder and Executive Director, 

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN). Email: 

gloryline2000@yahoo.co.uk 
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What Is Deforestation? 

Deforestation in simple term means the felling and clearing 

of forest cover to accommodate agricultural, industrial or 

urban use. It involves permanent loss of forest cover to 

make land available for residential, commercial or 

industrial purpose. Deforestation is the permanent 

destruction of forests in order to make the land available 

for other uses.  

According to Food and Agriculture Organisation, National 
Geographic and World Resources Institute, amongst others, 
deforestation is occurring at an alarming rate. About half of 
the world's tropical forests have been cleared while forests 
currently cover only about 30 percent of the world’s land 
mass. Forest loss contributes between 12 percent and 17 
percent of annual global greenhouse gas emissions. 

Deforestation is considered one of the contributing factors 
to global climate change. Trees absorb greenhouse gases 
and carbon emissions. They produce oxygen and 
perpetuate the water cycle by releasing water vapour into 
the atmosphere. Without trees, forest lands can quickly 
become barren land. The United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (UNFAO) documents that global 
forests cover is now at an all-time low of about 30 per cent 
thus, an estimated 18 million acres (7.3 million hectares) of 
forest are lost each year. 
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If the rate of global media deforestation is alarming, the 

situation is nearing crisis point in Nigeria. Deforestation is 

occurring at a dramatic level that is nearing crisis point and 

contributes significantly to climate change. According to 

FAO report, Nigeria with an annual deforestation rate of 3.5 

percent is ranked among countries with the highest rate of 

deforestation of its pristine forests. Official statistics 

indicate that between 1990 and 2000 Nigeria lost an 

average of 409,700 hectares of forest annually. Between 

2000 and 2005 the country lost another 55.7 percent of 

primary forests. Nigeria now has below 9.6 million hectares 

of forest reserves as against 60 million hectares of forests 

and woodlands credited to the country in 1887. 

Uncontrolled logging operations to meet national and 

international market demand, the lack of participatory 

Community Based Forest Management schemes for proper 

management of forests, as well as large-scale industrial 

plantation development are major factors responsible for 

deforestation and destruction of forests in developing 

countries. 

 

Deforestation Is Linked To Climate Change 

One of the major drivers of climate change is deforestation. 

The 5th Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

report recently released in September, 2013 affirms the 

scientific evidence and socio-economic impacts of climate 

change with 95% certainty of even more impacts with more 
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intensity and spread with catastrophic devastation. 

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) saturate the atmosphere and 

rising global temperatures is leading to global warming, 

extreme weather conditions and climate change. Some 

impacts of climate change include hurricanes, violent 

storms, floods such as  Sandy in New York, Super Typhoon 

YOLANDA, Haiyan that is said to have displaced about 9.8m 

population and caused about 10,000 deaths in the 

Philippines. 

Indeed some researchers document that:  

In the last 2 decades or so, distressing daily news reports 

have highlighted the earth’s burden of environmental 

degradation, expanding deserts, increased carbon dioxide 

levels, rising temperatures, melting glaciers, and 

disappearing species, and which poses serious threats to 

survival on planet earth” (Greyl and Ojo, 2013). 

There is no denying man’s role in climate change. The 
scientific consensus behind the IPCC’s findings reflects the 
irrationality of climate change-deniers and skeptics that are 
however reducing by the day. It is no longer excusable to 
justify inaction on climate change by claiming scientific 
debate. The IPCC (2013) findings are clear:  
 

Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since 
the 1950s, many of the observed changes are 
unprecedented over decades to millennia. The atmosphere 
and ocean have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy/2013/09/30/climate_change_it_s_real_and_it_s_us.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy/2013/09/30/climate_change_it_s_real_and_it_s_us.html
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diminished, sea level has risen, and the concentrations of 
greenhouse gases have increased. 

Perhaps the most frightening finding of the report is the 30-
year carbon budget. Basically, after 30 more years of 
carbon emissions, temperatures will rise enough to initiate 
the self-perpetuating feedback loop, at which point climate 
change will spiral out of our hands. This simply means that 
the earth’s tipping point is not far away but around the 
corner if the GHGs continue to pile up in the atmosphere 
(IPCC, 2013). 

Beyond debate, all hands should be on deck to ensure that 
GHG is reduced from the atmosphere by taking concrete 
actions to address adaptation and mitigation measures. The 
situation has transformed from the realm of knowledge gap 
on climate change to the lack of developed countries 
political will to put in place measures to reduce GHGS 
emissions from their industrial plants. Civil society groups 
such as the Environmental Rights Action/ Friends of the 
Earth Nigeria (ERA/ FoEN) have been making progress, and 
have helped in bringing renewable energy to some 
communities in environmentally responsible ways.  

ERA/FoEN’s work is contributing to transition away from 
dirty sources of electricity/energy by introducing 
communities to solar energy lighting and energy efficient 
cook stoves, and as part of measures to reduce 
deforestation and fuel wood dependency. 

  

http://www.forbes.com/sites/manishbapna/2013/10/03/ipcc-report-delivers-a-strong-message-on-climate-for-business-leaders/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/manishbapna/2013/10/03/ipcc-report-delivers-a-strong-message-on-climate-for-business-leaders/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/05/060522151248.htm
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Our Forest Is Our Life 

Globally forests play significant role in human survival and 

accounting for about 300 million people in rural 

communities dependent on forests for their livelihoods, 

ancestral homes, medicines, aesthetic value, and other 

services such as spiritual uses. Their lands are often 

expropriated through land grabbing for monoculture tree 

plantations, logging, coal, bitumen, oil and gas, 

hydroelectricity dams; leading to massive deforestation 

and destruction very often with support of governments 

(WRM, 2012). Doubtless, community people face conflicts, 

dispossession, eviction, human rights violations and 

criminalisation of victims that makes them worse off before 

the land deal was entered into. Many are deprived of their 

means of livelihoods when their lands are grabbed and 

forests destroyed. 

The high rate of deforestation and as a major contributor to 

GHGs occurs because of the multiple uses of the forests to 

provide tangible and intangible benefits. For example, 

forests and trees serve as carbon sinks and carbon is 

released when trees are felled. About 1.5 billion people 

depend on fuel wood because they have no access to 

electricity. Trees are felled to meet this need. Chapter Four 

dealt with the economic benefits of forests and its non-

timber forests products. And something urgent is required 
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to be done to ensure that these nature’s services continue 

in a sustainable manner.  

Causes of Deforestation 

The drivers of deforestation are many. It ranges from 

industrial to domestic uses of forests and its resources. 

Briefly, from the literature, some of the relevant terms are 

presented below (See also Deforestation: Facts, Causes and 

Effects 

http://www.livescience.com/27692-deforestation.html).  

Agricultural activities 

Agricultural activities are some of the major factors 
affecting deforestation. Due to overgrowing demand for 
food products, a huge amount of trees are felled to grow 
crops. Monoculture tree plantation expansion for biofuels is 
a threat to our forests and food sources. 

Logging: Apart from this, wood based industries like paper, 

match-sticks, furniture etc also need a substantial amount 

of wood supply. Wood is used as fuel both directly and 

indirectly, therefore trees are chopped for supplies. 

Firewood and charcoal are examples of wood being used as 

fuel. Some of these industries thrive on illegal wood cutting 

and felling of trees. Unsustainable logging practices by 

registered and illegal loggers driven by greed leads to 

deforestation.  

http://www.livescience.com/27692-deforestation.html
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In Ekiti State, massive demand for charcoal and condoned 

forests clearance mostly for local consumption and export 

is doubling logging rates and increasing carbon emissions 

significantly, thus contributing to Climate Change. The 

attractiveness of markets for large scale charcoal 

production without concern for sustainable practices is 

contributing to deforestation. In Ekiti state, the impact of 

indiscriminate logging has been very profound in many 

communities, particularly around Irele-Ekiti, which 

hitherto boasted of huge trees and forest cover that 

provided food and served as buffer against harsh climatic 

conditions. These practices have severely degraded the 

forests and forced some plant species and animals into 

extinction.  

Urbanization  

In order to gain access to these forests, the construction of 

roads are undertaken; here again trees are chopped to 

create roads. Overpopulation too directly affects forest 

covers, as with the expansion of cities more land is needed 

to establish housing and settlements. Therefore forest land 

is reclaimed. 
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Desertification 

Some of the other factors that lead to deforestation are also 

part natural and part anthropogenic like Desertification of 

land. It occurs due to land abuse making it unfit for growth 

of trees. Many industries in petrochemicals release their 

waste into rivers which results in soil erosion and make it 

unfit to grow plants and trees. In Nigeria, there is 

desertification in 11 frontline states in the north. 

Mining 

Oil and coal mining require considerable amount of forest 

land. Apart from this, roads and highways have to be built 

to make way for trucks and other equipment. The waste 

that comes out from mining pollutes the environment and 

affects the nearby species. Clearing of Forests over about 

7,000 km stretch for oil pipeline's right of way of about 20 

metres contributes to deforestation. 

Fires 

Another example would be forest blazes; Hundreds of trees 
are lost each year due to forest fires in various portions of 
the world. This happens due to extreme warm summers 
and milder winters. Fires, whether caused by man or 
nature, results in huge loss of forest cover. Forest fires 
especially in dry season’s hunting for rodents and “bush 
meat” can be catastrophic.   

http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/CoalAsFossilFuel.php
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Contending with Deforestation 

Although divers problems are currently facing strategies to 

address deforestation, yet, structural change is required 

that would ensure participatory Community-based forests 

management schemes. Roles, responsibilities, and benefits 

sharing agreements should be put in place to properly 

manage forests and slow down the pace of deforestation.  

The strengthening and enforcement of existing rules and 

regulations is necessary and where there is a lacuna a 

review should be conducted. Tree planting has become in 

Nigeria an annual ritual and it is subjected to political 

anglings. While every effort should be made to plant so that 

a rematch of the number of trees already lost is achieved, a 

re-orientation of the stakeholders to imbibe the culture of 

tree planting in ways that two trees should be planted for 

every tree cut down is important. The slogan, ‘plant a tree 

today’ should be given meaning in concrete terms. The 

promotion of local tree nurseries will be a welcome 

development to aid this process.  

 

Dirty Energy as False Solution: Pollution from Fossil 

Fuels 

The energy sector poses the most threat to climate change 

and contributes 35 % to the GHGs in the atmosphere. Gas 
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flaring while extracting crude oil is harmful to the 

environment and contributes to climate change. 

Post extractives framework envisages an end to 

unsustainable exploitation of natural resources and 

expansion to unconventional oil such as shale gas fracking, 

tar sands, biofuels, five times more polluting. UNEP report 

says that oil pollution in the Niger Delta is an ecological 

disaster that makes the region a crime scene of ecocide. 

Fossil fuel extraction promotes conflicts and violence 

Monopoly and energy inequalities (Shell, Eni pollute and 

control energy sources and gas mainly for exports to the 

exclusion of local communities 

Increased conflicts/violence at extraction sites 

 

False Solutions to Climate Change and Deforestation 

Several false solutions exist to curb deforestation and 

climate change. A worrisome development as false solution 

with grim prospects on our forests is land grabs for 

cultivation of agro fuels mainly for exports. Friends of the 

Earth International recently revealed that over 100,000 

hectares of land have already been grabbed in Nigeria for 

the cultivation of the crops meant for the production of 

ethanol and other fuels known as agro fuels. The lands 

grabbed are for monoculture plantations, which are 

gradually replacing our forests. The implication of this is 
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that food crops such as cassava and oil palm are now being 

grown for fuel rather than for food for human consumption.  

Another false solution to climate change and deforestation 

that we believe will reward corporations and rob us of our 

land and exacerbate climate change is REDD. REDD is the 

acronym for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 

Forest Degradation which is a set of steps designed to use 

market and monetary incentives to supposedly reduce the 

emission of greenhouse gases from deforestation and forest 

degradation as opposed to cutting emissions at source.  In 

many ways the REDD initiative is a false solution because it 

takes away communal land rights and reduces forests to 

carbon sinks and even stocks and speculative ventures. 

Countries whose tropical forests are targeted for the REDD 

scheme are usually states from the global south such as 

Nigeria that are failing in the rule of law, weak judiciary, 

limited government reach, dysfunctional economy and are 

prone to conflicts.  

Presently, forests in Cross River State are being primed to 

accept this REDD scheme, even as it has become public 

knowledge that the communities do not understand what 

the scheme is all about other than the hoax that they will 

get financial rewards for preserving their forests. They are 

bound to reject this false solution if they know that REDD 

will dispossess them and turn them into labourers in their 

own land. To further localize the issues, it must be noted 

that the impact of the loss of forests and biodiversity is 

replete across Nigeria especially in the 11 frontline states in 
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northern Nigeria where desertification is a scourge to 

people and livelihoods.  

 

Fuel-Wood and Energy Security 

First the dire energy situation in Nigeria has reached a 

crisis point. This is because energy demand far outstrips 

supply. The lack of access to adequate energy supply affects 

as much as 90 percent of the population in many 

developing countries. Globally, about 1.6 billion people lack 

access to electricity while 1.2 billion depend on biomass 

fuel such as wood, charcoal, animal dung and crop residue. 

In Nigeria, according to a recent study, fuel wood 

dependence was 53 percent in urban areas and about 90 

percent in rural areas. Wood for fuel used to be gathered 

freely from dead wood and branches but commercialisation 

changed this. The outright felling of trees for fuel-wood is 

now rampant.   

 

Barriers to Energy Democracy and Imperatives of 

Alternatives 

Before discussing the barriers, it is pertinent to understand 

the concept of energy democratization. The 

democratization of energy simply means expanding the 

concept of energy ownership from the production process 

to supply and maintenance away from monopolistic entities 
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and into the hands of millions of people. It is thus the 

decentralization of energy sources in ways that distribute 

economic and social power more widely. It is simply “to get 

renewable energy in more people’s hands” rather than 

concentrating it in the hands of shareholders and 

executives. When more people are involved they could also 

benefit from jobs generation, investment in renewables, 

and then receive tangible benefits.  

The barriers to energy democratization relate to the 

challenges of ownership, financing and the technology 

required to transform the situation. First, the challenge of 

ownership means that energy systems should be owned by 

the local people and operated by and for the local 

communities. It should be compatible with the limits of the 

planet and the earth’s resilience. There should be energy 

transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy such as 

solar energy. Second, although it is capital intensive, energy 

access includes issues of availability, accessibility and 

affordability.  

In the troubled rural communities in Aifesoba and 

Iguobazuwa areas of Edo State, about 18 cluster 

communities have been affected by the appropriation of 

about 100 km2 of forest land by Okomu Palm Oil Company. 

The situation has led to scarcity of land for farmlands, and 

tensions, thus posing serious threat to food security. Civil 

society groups rallying around these communities are 

conducting direct intervention in the communities that will 

reduce the rate of fuel-wood dependence. The 
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Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the arth Nigeria 

has installed small scale solar panels in some communities 

like Aifesoba to ameliorate the plight of the impacted 

community. While a scaling up of such demonstration 

projects are required, more initiatives from the public and 

private sector should come to the aid of forests dependent 

communities. 

In general, non-grid decentralized energy model with less 

infrastructure will be less capital intensive and will make 

energy more accessible. Small dams could supply people 

within a locality.  Meeting energy needs for the poor is not 

by entrepreneurial schemes but through social marketing 

that accounts for the poor. 

Importantly, access to technology and trade in energy 

products has implications for national development and the 

African continent where technological advancement is low. 

Where are these technologies coming from? Europe is 

proposing market mechanisms and based on technologies 

that will hardly deliver on climate change mitigation. Will 

Africa have a response to the energy model that is being 

proposed on a global scale? Africa should consider energy 

transition from fossil fuels to renewable sources of energy 

as a matter of urgency. Nigeria’s energy policy is on a 

wrong footing. It lists dangerous energy sources such as 

nuclear, mega-dam, fossil along with renewables thus 

placing them on the same level. It does not mention 

renewable sources as a priority. In Europe government are 

now paying citizens after they have utilized huge subsidies 
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to generate energy and feeding it into the national grid. 

Such model should be a good example for Nigeria. 

 

Energy Transformation Frameworks: Fighting For Real 

Solutions 

Energy transition will not happen overnight. Several steps 

need to be taken. First is the recognition that dirty energy 

from fossil fuels and fuel-wood dependency fuels climate 

change. The implications of halting deforestation and 

promotion of energy solutions would require greater 

energy access especially of the poor and rural folks. To 

achieve this, a decentralized energy model is required to 

allow expansion of energy ownership from gigantic 

monopolies to small-scale systems that are non-grid and 

have less infrastructure. Such alternative energy sources 

such as solar, wind, small-dams can be established and 

managed by communities themselves.  

In terms of governance structure the establishment of local 

Community Energy Committees should be addressed 

promptly. Apart from the call for the withdrawal of the 

World Bank and IFIs to divest resources from fossil fuels 

and invest in renewable sources of energy, the idea of 

markets as solutions rather than the need for social 

marketing should be an added advantage. 
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Conclusion 

To sum up, a policy framework is required to support 

renewable energy decentralisation that would allow groups 

and individual participation. If backed by an act of 

parliament it will more likely receive budgetary 

considerations and benefit from legislative oversight 

functions including monitoring of intervention projects and 

evaluation. 

This chapter has discussed the strategies of energy 

transition away from fossil fuels and fuel-wood dependence 

to renewable sources of energy such as solar, wind, 

thermal, and small scale energy systems.  While this is 

desirable the challenges are huge such as the lack of capital, 

technological challenges and the political will to assert 

support for this energy transition.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE ENVIRONMENT IS LIFE: BUILDING INCLUSIVE 

SUSTAINABLE GOVERNANCE FOR FORESTS, 

BIODIVERSITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

Professor Margaret T. Okorodudu-Fubara.i 

Law is the basis of social and political rights. It has the 

function of curbing the excesses of the market and protecting 

the rights of those who are marginalized by it, especially the 

poor and underprivileged. Law and good governance provide 

the rules of the game of sustainability. It establishes the 

processes and institutions by which conflicting or 

intersecting economic and environmental values and 

interests can be mediated, balanced or reconciled. Yet, truth 

is, “law” alone cannot protect the environment or drive the 

process to “sustainable development”. The complex ecosystem 

challenges we face call for new collaborative approaches to 

environmental decision-making based on a claim of right to 

shared environmental resources, and operating within 

complex human and natural systems. Strategic use of 

litigation and/or lobby platforms by Social Movement 

Organizations/NGOs and reformist lawyers can provide tools 

                                                           
i Professor Margaret T. Okorodudu-Fubara lectures at the Faculty of Law, 

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.  
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and framework necessary to protect ecosystems and services 

they provide to human well-being.  

I have often marvelled at the vision and mission of 

ERA/FoEN, which is not just in theory but is concretized and 

translates out through ERA’s varied activities nationally and 

internationally, for socio-economic upliftment of the people. 

The government should encourage such organization and 

others of different sections of the society such as the women 

and youth. 
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Introduction 

The theme of the ERA/FoEN National Environmental 

Conference, Our Forests, Our Life is apt and relevant in the 

promotion of natural resource governance of forests and 

biodiversity.   

Barely two years ago the United Nations chose the theme 

for the 2011 World Environment Day – ‘FORESTS: NATURE 

AT YOUR SERVICE’ to encourage forest conservation and 

sustainable consumption for green growth and in support 

of the UN International Year of Forests initiative.  It was 

also to bring the idea of preserving forests throughout the 

world into our collective consciousness so as to change our 

lifestyle. The World Environment Day (WED) was 

established by the United Nations General Assembly in 

1972. The WED is observed globally on 5 June every year 

under the auspices of the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP). It is the biggest and most widely 

celebrated global day for positive environmental action. 

The goal is to stimulate awareness of the environment and 

enhance political attention and public action. The theme for 

this year’s (2013) World Environment Day celebrations is 

“Think. Eat. Save.” ‘Think. Eat. Save’ is an anti-food waste 

and food loss campaign that encourages every one of us to 

reduce our food print. 

 According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), every year 1.3 billion tons of food is 
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wasted. This is said to be equivalent to the amount 

produced in the whole of sub-Saharan Africa. Paradoxically, 

at the same time, 1 in every 7 people in the world go to bed 

hungry and more than 20,000 children under the age of 5 

die daily from hunger. Where does this “food” (in its raw 

state) both consumed or wasted derive from? Certainly, 

human food in its primary state comes mainly from our 

forests. Here we see the nexus with the ERA/FoEN 2013 

Consultation theme and the relevance of the topic under 

discussion. The rationale for the Consultation ‘to bring 

together critical stakeholders and experts to examine the 

issues of deforestation and forest degradation with a view 

to sharpening focus on capacities and infrastructure that 

directly provide support to alternative, rights-based 

community-driven forms of forest management’ is very 

much in consonance with the visions and goals of the 2011 

and 2013 WED themes. It will further connect the essence 

of these critical WED themes in a manner that will 

eliminate the enormous imbalance in lifestyles and 

resultant devastating effect on the environment, as it 

encourages us to become more aware of the environmental 

impacts of our ‘footprints’ and ‘handprints’ on our forests 

and forests produce with implication for ‘sustainable food 

production’. 

This chapter explores a critical moment in the history of the 

Earth, when humanity must pause and reflect on humans’ 

influences and impacts on all biological and physical 

systems of the planet. The entire world is still reeling over 
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the pains and shock of the Super Typhoon Haiyan in the 

Philippines earlier this month. We know that deforestation 

is one of the factors heavily implicated in that natural 

disaster. This is what makes the effort, not just topical, but 

a very current one, gripping the entire world’s attention as 

well as calling for urgent action beyond rhetoric. 

 

Our Life, Our Environment 

The environment is life, and this is not a mere cliché. It is an 

incontrovertible fact that the environment is the sustainer 

of man and all forms of life on Earth. It encases the food we 

eat, water we drink, and air we breathe daily to stay alive. 

No matter how much we ate, drank, and breathed 

yesterday or in the past, we will still eat, drink and breathe 

today and in days ahead until the exit from planet Earth. 

The environment which safeguards life must be 

safeguarded by man. Unfortunately, we have failed to grasp 

the fact that as the world becomes increasingly 

interdependent and fragile, the future at once holds great 

peril and great promise. We must recognize as did the 

Earth Charter that:  

in the midst of a magnificent diversity of cultures 

and life forms we are one human family and one 

Earth community with a common destiny. We must 

join together to bring forth a sustainable global 

society, founded on respect for nature, universal 

human rights, economic justice, and a culture of 
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peace. Towards this end, it is imperative that, we the 

peoples of Earth declare our responsibility to one 

another, to the greater community of life, and to 

future generations. 

Whether we live in mansions, palaces, modest houses, huts 

or shanties in Lagos, Laos, Las Palmas or Las Vegas; Benin-

City, Beirut, Buenos Aires, or Boston; Nnewi, New-York, 

Norway or Nevada, the environment is what holds us 

together. It is what defines and connects us as humans. It 

shapes our life. And humans shape the environment. 

Virtually all species, land, marine/oceans and the 

atmosphere are radically affected by the increasing 

expansion of the human species. As noted by the Earth 

System Governance Project, human activity is generating 

change that extends well beyond natural variability and at 

rates that continue to accelerate. The Earth Charter 

enunciates clearly the point that forces of nature make 

existence a demanding and uncertain adventure. However, 

the good news is that our Earth has provided the conditions 

essential to life’s evolution. The resilience of the community 

of life and our forests are very important constituent of 

this. The well-being of humanity depend upon preserving a 

healthy biosphere with all its ecological systems, a rich 

variety of plants and animals, fertile soils, pure water, and 

clean air.  
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A “Sacred Trust”/ “Public Trust” 

Before the principle of common concern of humankind was 

openly crafted at the Rio Summit (UNCED) into the 1992 

Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations 

Convention on Climate Change,ii    several international 

environmental treaties and instruments reflect a growing 

acceptance that protecting the environment and achieving 

sustainable development generally are “common concerns 

of humanity”.  Article 3 of the IUCN Draft Covenant on 

Environment and Development, states that the “global 

environment is a common concern of humanity.” This 

obviously is in recognition of the critical importance of 

environment for life. The following explanation is contained 

in the commentary to the Draft Covenant: 

Article 3 states that the basis upon which the 

international community at all levels can and must 

take joint and separate action to protect the 

environment. It is based on the scientific reality that 

harm to the environment resulting from human 

activities (e.g., depletion of the stratospheric ozone 

layer, climate modification, and the erosion of 

biological diversity) adversely affect all humanity. 

World-wide cooperation to take concerted action is 

necessary to avoid environmental disaster. This 

                                                           
ii. See UNCED 1992 proceedings.  
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implies acceptance of both the right and the duty of 

the international community as a whole to have 

concern for the global environment… 

The conclusion that the global environment is a 

matter of “common concern” implies that it can no 

longer be considered as solely within domestic 

jurisdiction of states due to its global importance and 

consequences for all. It also expresses a shift from 

classical treaty-making notions of reciprocity and 

material advantage, to action in the long-term 

interests of humanity… 

The inter-dependence of the world’s ecosystems and 

the severity of current environmental problems call 

for global solutions to most, if not all environmental 

problems, thereby justifying designation of the global 

environment as a matter of “common concern”. 

However, it is only recently that environmental 

protection has been seen in this way. Traces of the 

concept can be found in many multilateral 

environmental treaties, but to date the actual term 

has been applied only in texts concerning global 

climate change and biological diversity.’ 

The Earth Charter also recognizes that the global 

environment with its finite resources is a “common concern 

of all peoples” and that the protection of Earth’s vitality, 

diversity, and beauty is a ‘sacred trust’. This “sacred trust” 

concept is very significant. We can briefly pause at this 
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point to connect with the “public trust” doctrine, one of the 

more elusive and controversial legal standards in 

environmental law. The origin of the public trust doctrine is 

traceable to ancient Roman and English common law. 

According to legal experts and jurists the public trust 

doctrine is premised on the legal theory that certain types 

of public property such as seashores, tidal waters, fisheries, 

waterways and highways, are dedicated to public use and 

must be held in trust for the public by the sovereign. The 

sovereign could not convey trust lands to private interests, 

although Parliament had the authority to enlarge or 

diminish trust rights for “legitimate public purpose’”.  

The scope of the “public trust doctrine” has become 

extensive. For example we find it resonate in a rather 

peculiar tone in the Land Use Act, 1978. Section 1 of the 

LUA states: “Subject to the provisions of this Act, all land 

comprised in the territory of each state in the Federation 

are hereby vested in the Governor of that State and such 

land shall be held in trust and administered for use and 

common benefit of all Nigerians in accordance with the 

provisions of this Act.”  

Meanwhile, the Preamble to the LUA had laid the basis for 

the ‘trust’ concept under the Act, stating that: “….it is in the 

public interest that the rights of all Nigerians to the land of 

Nigeria be asserted and preserved by law; ….it is also in the 

public interest that the rights of all Nigerians to use and 

enjoy land in Nigeria and the natural fruits thereof in 

sufficient quantity to enable them to provide for the 
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sustenance of themselves and their families should be 

assured, protected and preserved….” The LUA, despite the 

fact that it is entrenched in the 1999 Constitution, remains 

very controversial amongst Nigerians. It is not in essence 

and practical demonstration a true reflection of the public 

trust doctrine as conceived in law. It is a myth and not a 

reality of public trust.  

Joseph L. Sax in his famous law review article, “The Public 

Trust Doctrine in Natural Resource Law: Effective Judicial 

Intervention”, 68 Michigan Law Review, 471 (1970) had 

argued that the public trust doctrine could be extended 

beyond tide waters to form the basis of a legal theory which 

would enable private citizens to protect the public’s 

interest in common pool resources such as air and water. 

Sax noted that, because the public trust doctrine rests upon 

the principle that the public’s interest in certain natural 

resources is so important that these resources could not be 

transferred to private hands but should remain freely 

available to the entire citizenry, the role of government 

must be to “promote the interests of the general public in 

the common resource rather than to redistribute public 

goods from broad public uses to restricted private benefit”. 

Equally important is the emphasis that Sax laid on citizens’ 

suits. He believed strongly that people should be permitted 

to sue the government to compel it to comply with trust 

obligations. 

Undoubtedly, the sacred trust and public trust concepts 

should influence humans in the way and manner we relate 
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with our environment the very source of life. From north to 

south, east to west of the Globe we are discovering more 

and more that the dominant patterns of production and 

consumption are causing severe environmental 

destruction, the depletion of resources, and a massive 

extinction of species. This is exacerbated not just because 

the benefits of development are not shared equitably and 

the gap between rich and poor is widening, but also an 

unprecedented rise in human population has overburdened 

our ecological and social systems. Our forests are some of 

the worst impacted ecosystems by this discernible trend, 

depriving us not only of the food and material resources we 

need to keep alive, but also the critical natural shock 

absorbers against ferocious natural disasters, for instance, 

where they naturally act as wind breakers, carbon sinks etc, 

a veritable insurance against global warming. Continued 

decimation of our forests portends great challenges for us 

and our only life sustaining environment planet Earth.  

We cannot be doing the same thing the same way over and 

over and expect a different result or outcome. “If you 

always do what you always do, you will always get what 

you always get.” We do not want to keep on having 

environment devastation. There must be a radical 

paradigm shift. Fundamental changes are needed in our 

values, institutions, and ways of living. We must embrace a 

universal responsibility, every man, woman and child must 

identify with the whole Earth community as well as our 

local communities. As underscored by the Earth Charter, 
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we are at once citizens of different nations and of one world 

in which the local and global are linked. Everyone shares 

responsibility for the present and future well-being of the 

human family and the larger living world. The spirit of 

human solidarity and kinship with all life is strengthened 

when we live with reverence for the mystery of being, 

gratitude for the gift of life, and humility regarding the 

human place in nature. 

 

Forests, Man and Quest for Development 

Humans share a strong affinity with the forest ecosystem. 

The Report of the World Commission on Forests and 

Sustainable Development, Our Forests, Our Future, (1999) 

articulated the importance of forest ecosystems as follows: 

“The whole forest issue is about people, sometimes 

illustrated in a direct and brutal way. When some 10,000 

people drowned in mud and water in Central America in 

November 1998 the blame was on Hurricane “Mitch”, the 

worst of its kind in a long time. This was only half of the 

truth about the tragic event. The other half is about land 

mismanagement in the region. Big cash crop farms, often 

multinational, have gradually taken over the fertile plains 

and driven poor families to cultivate and collect firewood 

from marginal lands and forested mountain hillsides. As 

expected these lands have become denuded, causing 

unprotected soil to wash away by forceful rains, forming 

mudslides which killed everything in their path.” 
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In fact, eight years before Hurricane Mitch, and just over 

two decades before Super Typhoon Haiyan in the 

Philippines the warning bells sounded loud and clear by a 

bunch of kids under-12 year olds/minors representing 

themselves and generations yet unborn who petitioned the 

court to “prevent the misappropriation or impairment” of 

Philippine rainforests and “arrest the unabated 

haemorrhage of the country’s vital life-support systems and 

continued rape of Mother Earth”. The plaintiffs all minors 

were joined by their parents. The defendant, the 

Honourable Fulgencio Factoran, Jr. was sued in his capacity 

as the Secretary of the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources. The case was:  

 

Juan Antonio Oposa, et al. v. Factoran, Supreme Court of 

the Philippines, (1993) 

It is necessary and will be very useful for us, to narrate the 

Plaintiffs’ complaint in order to put it in proper perspective 

with this discourse and the recent events in that region. 

The complaint starts with the general averments that the 

Philippine archipelago has a land area of 30 million 

hectares and is endowed with rich, lush and verdant 

rainforests in which varied and unique species of flora and 

fauna may be found: these rainforests contain genetic, 

biological and chemical pool which is irreplaceable. They 

are also the habitat of indigenous Philippine cultures which 

have existed, endured and flourished since time 
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immemorial. Scientific evidence reveals that in order to 

maintain a balanced and healthful ecology, the country’s 

land area should be utilized on the basis of 54 percent for 

forest cover and 46 percent for agricultural, residential, 

industrial, commercial and other uses; the distortion and 

disturbance of this balance as a consequence of 

deforestation have resulted in a host of environmental 

tragedies, such as: 

(a) Water shortages resulting from the drying up of the 

water table, otherwise known as the “aquifer”, as 

well as of rivers, brooks and streams, 

(b) Salinization of the water table as a result of the 

intrusion therein of salt water, incontrovertible 

examples of which may be found in the island of 

Cebu and the Municipality of Racoor, Cavite, 

(c) Massive erosion and the consequential loss of soil 

fertility and agricultural productivity, with the 

volume of soil eroded estimated at one billion 

(1,000,000,000) cubic meters per annum – 

approximately the size of the entire island of 

Catanduanes, 

(d) The endangering and extinction of the country’s 

unique, rare and varied flora and fauna, 

(e) The disturbance and dislocation of cultural 

communities, including the disappearance of the 

Filipino’s indigenous cultures, 

(f) The siltation of rivers and sea beds and 

consequential destruction of corals and other 
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aquatic life leading to a critical reduction in marine 

resource productivity, 

(g) Recurrent spells of drought as is presently 

experienced by the entire country, 

(h) Increasing velocity of typhoon winds which results 

from the absence of wind breakers, 

(i) The flooding of lowlands and agricultural plains 

arising from the absence of the absorbent 

mechanism of forests, 

(j) The siltation and shortening of the lifespan of multi-

billion peso dams constructed and operated for the 

purpose of supplying water for domestic uses, 

irrigation and the generation of electric power, and 

(k) The reduction of the earth’s capacity to process 

carbon dioxide gases which has led to perplexing 

and catastrophic climatic changes such as the 

phenomenon of global warming, otherwise known 

as the “greenhouse effect.” 

The Plaintiffs’ “cause of action” alleged partly that; 

 More recent surveys reveal that a mere 850,000 

hectares of virgin old-growth rainforests are left, 

barely 2.8 percent of the entire land mass of the 

Philippine archipelago and about 3.0 million 

hectares of immature and uneconomical secondary 

growth forests. 

 Public records reveal that defendant’s predecessors 

have granted timber license agreements (“TLAs”) to 

various corporations to cut the aggregate area of 
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3.89 million hectares for commercial logging 

purposes. 

 At the present rate of deforestation, i.e. about 

200,000 hectares per annum or 25 hectares per 

hour – night time, Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 

included – the Philippines will be bereft of forest 

resources after the end of this ensuing decade, if not 

earlier. 

 The adverse effects, disastrous consequence, serious 

injury and irreparable damage of this continued 

trend of deforestation to the plaintiff minors’ 

generation and to generations yet unborn are 

evident and incontrovertible… 

 The continued allowance by defendant of TLA 

holders to cut and deforest the remaining forest that 

stands will work great damage and irreparable 

injury to plaintiffs’ minors and their successors – 

who may never see, use, benefit from and enjoy this 

rare and unique natural resource treasure… The act 

of defendant constitutes a misappropriation and/or 

impairment of the natural resource property he 

holds in trust for the benefit of plaintiff minors and 

succeeding generations. 

 Plaintiffs have a clear and constitutional right to a 

balanced and healthful ecology and are entitled to 

protection by the State in its capacity as the parens 

patriae 
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On March 2, 1990, Plaintiffs had served on Defendant a final 

demand to cancel all logging permits in the country. 

Defendant failed and refused to cancel the existing TLAs. 

Plaintiff alleged that: 

 The continued failure and refusal by defendant to 

cancel the TLAs is an act that violates the rights of 

plaintiffs, especially plaintiff minors who may be left 

with a country that is decertified (sic), bare, barren 

and devoid of the wonderful flora and fauna and 

indigenous cultures which the Philippines has been 

abundantly blessed with. 

 Defendant’s refusal to cancel the aforementioned 

TLAs is manifestly contrary to the public policy 

enunciated in the Philippine Environmental Policy 

which, in pertinent part, states that it is the policy of 

the State –  

(a) To create, develop, maintain and improve conditions 

under which man and nature can thrive in 

productive and enjoyable harmony with each other; 

(b) To fulfil the social, economic and other 

requirements of present and future generations of 

Filipinos, and  

(c) To ensure the attainment of an environmental 

quality that is conducive to a life of dignity and well-

being 

 Furthermore, defendant’s continued refusal to 

cancel the aforementioned TLAs is contrary to the 

Constitutional policy of the State to – 
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(a) Effect “a more equitable distribution of 

opportunities, income and wealth” and “make full 

and efficient use of natural resources (sic); 

(b) “protect the nation’s marine wealth”; 

(c) “conserve and promote the nation’s cultural heritage 

and resources (sic); 

(d) “protect and advance the right of the people to a 

balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the 

rhythm and harmony of nature 

 Finally, defendant’s act is contrary to the highest law 

of humankind – the natural law – and the rights of 

the plaintiffs’ to self-preservation and perpetuation. 

 There is no other plain, speedy and adequate 

remedy in law other than the instant action to arrest 

the unabated haemorrhage of the country’s vital life-

support systems and continued rape of Mother 

Earth.” 

This case analysis is important to understanding lapses in 

the present management systems in order to avoid them in 

the future.  The unprecedented decision by DAVIDE, J. of 

the Supreme Court of the Philippines calls for deeper 

reflection because it is very illuminating on forests issues – 

management and use- two decades later as we experience 

the utter devastation wreaked by the Super Typhoon 

Haiyan which horrified most people across the world. Some 

of his specific decision on the TLAs is what I want to draw 

emphasis on. The respondents had submitted that the TLAs 

cannot be cancelled without due process of law. Once 
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issued, a TLA remains effective for a certain period of time 

– usually for 25 years. During which time it can neither be 

revised nor cancelled unless the holder has been found, 

after due notice and hearing to have violated the terms of 

the agreement or other forestry laws and regulations. 

Respondents argued Petitioners’ proposition to have all 

TLAs indiscriminately cancelled without requisite hearing 

would be a violation of the requisite due process. The 

Supreme Court Judge was not convinced. He held, the right 

of the petitioners (and all those they represent) to a 

balanced and healthful ecology is as clear as the DENR’s 

duty – under its mandate and by virtue of its powers and 

functions under E.O. No. 192 and the Administrative Code 

of 1987 – to protect and advance the said right. A denial or 

violation of that right by the other who has the correlative 

duty or obligation to respect or protect the same gives rise 

to a cause of action. Petitioners maintain the granting of the 

TLAs done with grave abuse of discretion, violated their 

right to a balanced and healthful ecology; hence, the full 

protection thereof requires that no further TLAs should be 

renewed or granted. 

The Supreme Court reflecting on the non-impairment of 

contracts clause found in the Constitution, the last ground 

invoked by the trial court in dismissing the complaint, said: 

“We are not persuaded at all; on the contrary, we are 

amazed, if not shocked, by such a sweeping 

pronouncement. In the first place, the respondent Secretary 

did not, for obvious reasons, even invoke in his motion to 
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dismiss the non-impairment clause. If he had done so, he 

would have acted with utmost infidelity to the Government 

by providing undue and unwarranted benefits and 

advantages to the timber license holders because he would 

have forever bound the Government to strictly respect the 

said licenses according to their terms and conditions 

regardless of changes in policy and the demands of public 

interest and welfare. He was aware that as correctly 

pointed out by the petitioners, into every timber license 

must be read Section 20 of the Forestry Reform Code 

which states as follows: 

Provided, that when the national interest so 

requires, the President may amend, modify, replace 

or rescind any contract, concession, permit, licenses 

or any other form of privilege granted herein. 

Needless to say, all licenses may thus be revoked or 

rescinded by executive action. It is not a contract, property 

or property right protected by the due process clause of the 

Constitution. In Tan v. Director of Forestry, 180 SCRA 496, 

501-502 [1989] this Court held: 

“…A timber license is an instrument by which the State 

regulates the utilization and disposition of forest resources to 

the end that public welfare is promoted. A timber license is 

not a contract within the purview of the due process clause; it 

is only a license or privilege, which can be validly withdrawn 

whenever dictated by public interest or public welfare as the 

case may be. 
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A license is merely a permit or privilege to do what 

otherwise would be unlawful, and is not a contract 

between the authority, federal, state, or municipal, 

granting it and the person to whom it is granted; 

neither is it property or a property right; nor 

….taxation. Thus, this Court held that the granting of 

license does not create irrevocable rights, neither is it 

property or property rights. 

Since timber licenses are not contracts, the non-impairment 

clause, which reads: 

“SEC. 10, No law impairing the obligation of contracts shall 

be passed”, cannot be invoked. 

Finally, it is difficult to imagine, as the trial court did, how 

the non-impairment clause could apply with respect to the 

prayer to enjoin the respondent Secretary from receiving, 

accepting, processing, renewing or approving new timber 

licenses for, save in cases of renewal, no contract would 

have as of yet existed in the other instances. Moreover, with 

respect to renewal, the holder is not entitled to it as a 

matter of right.” 

Consequently, the Supreme Court “being impressed with 

merit” granted the Petition, setting aside the order of the 

lower court, and ruled that: “The Petitioners may amend 

their complaint to implead as defendants the holders or 

grantees of the questioned timber license agreements.”  
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It is important to also point out that the Oposa V. Factoran 

case stands as international locus classicus for judicial 

standing not only for minors but also the “unborn”. Davide, 

J. in the Supreme Court judgment said,  

This case, however, has a special and novel element. 

Petitioners minors assert that they represent their 

generation as well as generation yet unborn. We find 

no difficulty in ruling that they can, for themselves, for 

others of their generation and for succeeding 

generations, file a class suit. Their personality to sue 

on behalf of the succeeding generations can only be 

based on the concept of intergenerational 

responsibility insofar as the right to a balanced and 

healthful ecology is concerned. Such a right, as 

hereinafter expounded, considers the “rhythm and 

harmony of nature.” Nature means the created world 

and its entirety. Such rhythm and harmony 

indispensably include, inter alia, the judicious 

disposition, utilization, management, renewal and 

conversation of the country’s forest, mineral, land, 

waters, fisheries, wildlife, off-shore areas and other 

natural resources to the end that their exploration, 

development and utilization be equitably accessible to 

the present as well as future generations. Needless to 

say, “every generation has a responsibility to the next 

to preserve that rhythm and harmony for the full 

enjoyment of a balanced and healthful ecology. But a 

little differently, the minors’ assertion of their right to 
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a sound environment constitutes, at the same time, 

the performance of their obligation to ensure the 

protection of that right for the generations to come.  

 

Building Inclusive Sustainable Governance  

Ensuring transparent and democratic governance is a sine 

qua non for sustainable socio-economic development in 

every country across the Globe. Therefore, to ensure a 

culture of sustainable governance it is important to build 

structures and take all appropriate measures to enhance 

accountability, transparency and efficiency in public service 

delivery. Absence of good governance is a root cause of 

most of the problems in developing countries. 

Environmentally unfriendly patterns of production and 

consumption are causing environmental devastation, 

depletion of resources and massive extinction of species. 

Coupled with these is the overbearing attitude of many 

government officials entrusted with administrative powers, 

and the manner these powers are exercised based on the 

whims and caprices of the officials to the detriment of the 

citizens and sadly enough too, the environment 

representing the vital plank of life for all humans and other 

life forms on this planet.  

In virtually all developing countries, the quest for 

development has resulted in massive logging for timber for 

domestic consumption and export, turning most forest 

lands into cash crop farm. The problem of illegal logging is 
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rampant in these countries, regardless of the disastrous 

consequence it portends for the environment and life. Let 

us get this straight up front, against the backdrop of the 

Philippines’ Supreme Court decision in Oposa v. Factoran 

ruling that the mere possession of a “logging license”/ 

“Timber License Agreement” may not be legal. The ‘license’ 

might have been issued in contravention of overriding 

Constitutional or any other statutory provisions, perhaps 

by ‘compromising’ public officials. The problem of illegal 

logging is not only a dent on good governance, but it 

destroys forest ecosystems, distorts timber markets, acts as 

a disincentive to sustainable forest management and robs 

forest owners and governments of huge revenues due to 

them from forestry activities. Many lives we know are 

dependent on the forests and the forests are homes to 

millions of indigenous peoples in many parts of the world.  

 

Time to Condemn “BLOOD TIMBER” Globally 

Super Typhoon Haiyan’s fury, with a sustained wind 

velocity of over 315 km/hr threw wide expanse of the 

Pacific Island country into a vast wasteland, killing more 

than 5,000 people. Tacloban City was one of the worst hit. 

Haiyan was a horrific, great human tragedy. Indeed we 

have reached the point in time when the international 

community must condemn profits accruing from illegal 

logging as “money” engineered by “BLOOD TIMBER” and 

resolve to put a stop to illegal logging. There should be a 
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massive campaign against “blood timber” as a memorial to 

the victims of Super Typhoon Haiyan and climate change 

induced disasters in several parts of the world, including 

Nigeria. It would appear that the kids then, in Oposa V. 

Factoran when they cried out against forest depletion over 

two decades ago, had the premonition of Super Typhoon 

Haiyan from the perceived drastic environmental 

consequences of arbitrary issuance of Timber License 

Agreements by the Secretary of the Environment and 

Natural Resources and his predecessors in office. They 

sounded the warning bells loud and clear through the law 

courts. The temple of justice upheld their Petition. It is sad 

to imagine today that some of these kids then, now under-

40 year olds or their relatives may have been victims of the 

Super Typhoon. “DON’T FORGET HAIYAN”. Let this serve as 

a justification for countries across the Globe, especially 

developing countries to actively strive to build ‘Inclusive 

Sustainable Governance for Forests, Biodiversity and 

Livelihoods’. 

Good governance affects every citizen positively and it 

influences the functioning of all sectors of the economy. 

There are eight major characteristics of good governance. It 

is participatory, consensus-oriented, accountable, 

transparent, responsive, effective and efficient, equitable 

and inclusive, and follows the rule of law. Among the 

highest value of good governance is that it assures that 

corruption is minimized, dealt with swiftly and decisively, 

the views of minorities are considered and that the voices 
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of the most vulnerable in the society are heard in decision-

making. 

Some of the factors vital in ensuring good governance, and 

in the instant context help in the ‘building of inclusive 

sustainable governance for forests, biodiversity and 

livelihoods’ are identified as follows: 

i) Presence of good constitution, conducive policies 

and some initiative by government: e.g., effort to 

ensure decentralization and self-governance at 

State and Local levels, empowering the people and 

giving them a voice in environmental management;  

ii) Initiatives of civil societies and presence of 

favourable condition to get organized. I have often 

marvelled at the vision and mission of ERA/FoEN, 

which is not just in theory but is concretized and 

translates out through ERA’s varied activities 

nationally and internationally, for socio-economic 

upliftment of the people. The government should 

encourage such organization and others of different 

sections of the society such as the women and 

youth. This would help them to be empowered, 

develop negotiating power and defend their rights 

and interest. They would also be encouraged as 

active players in ‘building of inclusive sustainable 

governance for forests, biodiversity and 

livelihoods’. The First lady of Ekiti State deserves 

special mention for her sustained passion for the 

socio-economic development and rights of women 
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and youths. Ekiti State is reputed for its lush forests. 

Since women and children are worst hit by 

environmental disasters, the First Lady may also 

use her newly launched Ekiti Development 

Foundation as a platform to promote sustainable 

environmental governance in the interest of the 

most vulnerable in the society.  
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iii) Better education opportunities and exposure to 

mass media: It is widely ascertained that better 

education opportunities, especially promotion of 

civic education, and access to the media enhance 

awareness and knowledge among the public. 

It is very important to note some factors inhibiting efforts 

at good governance in order to forestall them: 

i) Corruption, lack of awareness/knowledge and 

accountability: Prevalence of widespread corruption at 

different levels in the civil service is a major problem, 

especially in developing countries, including Nigeria. 

Studies show that it is not the civil servants alone, ordinary 

citizens are also contributing to corruption in one way or 

another. Lack of awareness among the people (especially, 

the rural community) about existing policies, laws, 

regulations, their rights and obligations) is a serious factor 

limiting good governance. Some public servants, it is 

revealed, lack the required level of knowledge to effectively 

and efficiently undertake their assignments. There is clear 

cut lack of accountability, transparency and efficiency in 

most public institutions. 

ii) Lack of competence and capacity to properly 

implement policies and regulations: Lack of proper 

implementation of existing policies, proclamations, 

regulations, legislations, etc seriously ‘robs’ the society of 

good governance. This factor is mainly attributed to lack of 

competence and capacity, and in fact some researchers 
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have added lack of good will and commitment from 

political leaders. This, coupled with frequent change of 

officials, particularly jeopardized the effectiveness of the 

decentralization process. 

 

iii) Lack of tracking system, coordination and 

collaboration: Lack of tracking system (monitoring 

mechanism) in different public systems and sectors is a 

major problem. We must at this juncture congratulate the 

President and Commander in Chief. A few months ago he 

presented his ‘mid-term Report/score card’ in grand style. 

He played his part, no doubt. But where is the tracking 

system from the private sector of society for verification. In 

the advanced climes, for example the United States, the 

performance of the President is regularly monitored or 

tracked with constant feedback to the people. Again lack of 

collaboration, coordination and integration among different 

initiatives and efforts contributing to good governance is an 

inhibiting factor. Let us not lose sight of players in politics. 

Lack of genuine commitment, tolerance and common 

interest among the political parties can constitute a major 

drawback on good governance. It is very important that 

different political parties have some common grounds 

when it comes to the interest of the country. We saw this 

play out several times in the Obama administration with 

the (i) bail-out of the automobile industry, earlier in his 

administration; (ii) the ‘fiscal cliff’ debacle; and (iii) lately, 

the compromise on “Obamacare”…all in the interest of the 

country. 
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iv) Lack of independent and impartial media: This is a 

major problem in countries where the mass media is under 

government control or has not been genuinely privatized. 

Lack of free, impartial/unbiased mass media staffed with 

qualified personnel with strong professional ethics will 

inhibit good governance, and civil society groups and 

citizens will not get adequate and unbiased information 

essential for sustainable development from the media. 

v) Traditional culture and attitude of the 

community: Problems associated with culture and mind-

set of the community must be addressed. Most developing 

countries are steeped in superstitions. The society is 

conservative with traditional cultures that can be resistant 

to change, new technologies and procedures. This acts as an 

obstacle to changes and progress towards developments 

and to create a democratic society. The need to 

continuously create awareness and empower the civil 

society and citizens to enable them demand their rights and 

privilege must be underscored. 

 

Beyond “Law”: A Call to Action 

I have hinged this contribution partly on the legal process 

and specifically environmental law and litigation as one of 

the tools by which human beings can regulate their use of 

natural resources including our forests - the main theme of 

this Consultation; with the primary function to prevent 

damage to natural systems which often cannot be repaired. 

However, there is more than the “law”. His Excellency 
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Joseph Ejercito Estrada, former President of the 

Philippines, aptly remarked: “Once a tree is cut a hundred 

convictions for illegal logging can never bring that tree back 

to life.” Make no mistake, though. Law is the basis of social 

and political rights. It has the function of curbing the 

excesses of the market and protecting the rights of those 

who are marginalized by it, especially the poor and 

underprivileged. Law and good governance provide the 

rules of the game of sustainability. It establishes the 

processes and institutions by which conflicting or 

intersecting economic and environmental values and 

interests can be mediated, balanced or reconciled. 

Yet, truth is, “law” alone cannot protect the environment or 

drive the process to “sustainable development”. The 

complex ecosystem challenges we face call for new 

collaborative approaches to environmental decision-

making based on a claim of right to shared environmental 

resources, and operating within complex human and 

natural systems. Strategic use of litigation and/or lobby 

platforms by Social Movement Organizations/NGOs and 

reformist lawyers can provide tools and framework 

necessary to protect ecosystems and services they provide 

to human well-being.  
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Conclusion 

The choice is ours to tackle the challenges we face. Either 

we form a global partnership to care for planet Earth and 

one another or we risk the destruction of ourselves and the 

diversity of life. I am convinced every one of us will 

embrace the need to ’care for planet Earth and one another’. 

There must be a paradigm shift in our values, governance 

institutions, and ways of living. Fortunately, the emergence 

of a global civil society is creating new opportunities to 

build a democratic and humane world, and will also 

dovetail into building inclusive sustainable governance for 

forests, biodiversity and livelihoods. We have several social 

movement organizations (SMOs), community based 

organizations (CBOs) and non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), all acting as veritable stewards/watch dogs of the 

environment and its natural resources. The Environmental 

Rights Action/Friends of the Earth, Nigeria is an excellent 

flagship in this regard, for “PROTECTING THE 

ENVIRONMENT, DEMOCRATISING DEVELOPMENT”. 

I strongly believe the international community needs a 

World Environment Organization (WEO). For how long will 

the “Environment” remain a miserable global orphan 

tossed and scattered among a ‘symphony’ of 

organizations….UNEP, UNDP, WMO, FAO, UNESCO, IAEA, 

CSD, World Bank, IMF, GEF, etc… Our environmental, 

economic, political, social, and spiritual challenges are 
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interconnected, and together we can forge inclusive 

solutions, and what better platform to achieve this vision 

than through a powerful WORLD ENVIRONMENT 

ORGANISATION, with an African hub, possibly 

Johannesburg, South Africa, or Nigeria to serve as the 

powerful global environmental governance structure in the 

not too distant future. The World has gravitated from GATT 

to the World Trade Organization (WTO). We must revisit 

the debate which was quite strong in the 1990s, and 

gravitate from UNEP to the World Environment 

Organization (WEO). The global community needs a 

powerful parent organization for environment, just as 

world trade has, if the comprehensive visions of sustainable 

development and the Millennium Development goals are to 

be fully attained.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DEFORESTATION AND CLIMATE CHANGE-INDUCED 

CONFLICTS 

Leslie Adoghamei  

Although the unrest in the Niger Delta and the 

violence in the north are geographically distinct, they 

both have their roots in underlying dissatisfaction 

with a government that has failed to sustain an 

inclusive, accountable, and transparent state. As the 

effects of climate change worsen, even more will be 

demanded of Nigeria’s limited governance capacity. 

Introduction 

Deforestation follows a ripple-on trend and has resulted in 

permanent changes to world geography. This Chapter 

focuses on deforestation and climate change induced 

conflicts in Nigeria. Deforestation is a particular problem in 

developing countries hence understanding its conflicting 

role could answer to the challenge of forests conservation 

and climate change. It progressed by attempting to unmask 
                                                           
i Leslie Adogame is a LEAD Fellow and Executive Director, 

Sustainable Research and Action for Environmental 

Development (SRADev Nigeria). 
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the direct causes of deforestation that is linked to migration 

and “environmental refugees” (Myers and Kent, 1995). It is 

instructive that the term environmental refugees is 

applicable in the Nigerian context to vulnerable groups 

forced to leave their traditional habitat, or people who are 

no longer able to secure livelihood in their traditional 

homelands due to marked environmental disruption. 

Responding to these challenges and tensions would mean 

adopting adaptation strategies to reducing deforestation 

and climate change. Some of these measures include 

installing early warning signal technologies, drought 

resilient crops, flood-resistant housing, improved forest 

management, and disaster preparedness and mitigation. 

Climate change induced conflicts would likely be on the rise 

unless these tensions are addressed from a livelihood 

perspective.  

 

Understanding Deforestation 

Deforestation simply is a process where vegetation is cut 

down without any simultaneous replanting for economic or 

social reasons. 

 Deforestation has negative implications on the 

environment in terms of soil erosion, loss of biodiversity 

ecosystems, loss of wildlife and increased desertification 

among many other reasons. 
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More than half of the species on earth reside in tropical 

forests, yet every year, 20 million hectares of tropical 

forests are being destroyed, releasing 2 billion tons of CO2 

into the atmosphere. Every second of every minute of 

every hour, an area of tropical rainforest the size of a 

football field is being destroyed. Deforestation follows a 

ripple-on trend and has resulted in permanent changes to 

world geography.  

 

Deforestation and Climate Change 

Forests have a vital role to play in the fight against global 

warming. Forests absorb and store carbon in their trees 

and soil. But if forests are cleared or disturbed, this carbon 

is released as carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

Up to a fifth of global greenhouse gas emissions come from 

deforestation and forest degradation. 

Deforestation also has impacts on social aspects of the 

country, specifically regarding economic issues, agriculture, 

conflict and most importantly, quality of life. 

Deforestation and its share of carbon emissions differ by 

some scholars. Here, deforestation has been found to be 

responsible for 20-25 per cent of global warming, due to 

the massive release of CO2 that had been captured and 

stored in the trees. To get a picture of just how much CO2 is 

being released, deforestation releases as much CO2 into the 
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atmosphere in one day as would 8 million people flying 

from London to New York. 

 

Global Trends and Climate Tipping Points 

It is pertinent to ask if the tipping point has been reached. 

According to a World Bank report, our planet is quickly 

approaching tipping points which will cause drastic climate 

changes within the next few years. A tipping point is a 

critical threshold at which a small change can significantly 

alter the state of a whole system, or the planet as we know 

it. 

The catastrophic consequences of this would be complete 

disruption to infrastructures, water and food shortages, 

changes in weather patterns, destabilization of main ice 

sheets and millions of climate refugees. 

Many of the irreversible effects on plants, animals, farming 

and the weather are already visible, but one of the greatest 

dangers lies in the collapse of the Greenland or West 

Antarctic ice sheets. These hold 20 per cent of the world’s 

fresh water. If either collapses, sea levels would rise by 20 

feet, causing unimaginable damage and loss of life. Once 

tipping points are passed there is no way to reverse the 

situation. 
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Deforestation in Nigeria 

According to data taken between 2000 and 2005 Nigeria 

has the largest deforestation rates in the world, having lost 

55.7 per cent of their primary forests - forests with no 

visible signs of past or present human activities. The annual 

rate of deforestation in Nigeria is 3.5 per cent, 

approximately 350,000-400,000 hectares per year. 

 

Deforestation cum Desertification 

There is no gain-saying the fact that a lot of damage has 

been done to Nigeria’s land through the processes of 

deforestation in both north and south of the country. It is 

notably contributing to the overwhelming trend of 

desertification - encroachment of the desert on land that was 

once fertile.  

A study conducted from 1901 to 2005 gathered that there 

was a temperature increase in Nigeria of 1.1°C, while the 

global mean temperature increase was only 0.74°C. The 

same study also found in the same period of time that the 

amount of rainfall in the country decreased by 81mm. 

These narratives support climate change and its impact on 

our environment. 

From 1990 to 2010, Nigeria nearly halved their amount of 

forest cover, moving from 17, 234 to 9041 hectares. The 
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combination of extremely high deforestation rates, 

increased temperatures and decreasing rainfall are all 

contributing to the desertification of the country.  

The carbon emissions from deforestation is also said to 

account for 87 per cent of the total carbon emissions of the 

country. Nigeria’s wide biodiversity of 899 species of birds, 

274 mammals, 154 reptiles, 53 amphibians and 4,715 

species of higher plants will also be strongly affected by the 

negative impacts of deforestation.  

Much of the motivation for deforestation stems from 

economic reasons. It has also led to a lot of economic 

problems in an already unstable country. Along with 

economic issues, deforestation has made it so that the land 

is incapable of as much agricultural production which is 

part of many people’s survival.  

Issues such as these and the subject of the environment 

itself has contributed to many conflicts in the country and 

even executions of environmental activists, such as Ken 

Saro-Wiwa, a Nobel Peace Prize nominee. For me, this was 

the foundation to environmental conflicts and hence its 

national consciousness. 
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Sustainable Forest Management Requirements 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations lists the requirements of sustainable forest 

management as:  

– extent of forest resources,  

– biological diversity,  

– forest health and vitality,  

– productive functions of forest resources,  

– protective functions of forest resources,  

– socio-economic functions and 

– legal, policy and institutional framework. 

Many aspects of the outline are currently not being met and 

will continue to have detrimental effects if not quickly 

addressed. This is worse in developing countries such as 

Nigeria. 

Despite the screaming headlines that are far from reality in 

actions to curb deforestation several sources continue to 

paint the contrary. Such examples are presented below. 

• The International Institute of Tropical 

Agriculture (IITA) has ranked Nigeria as the 

worst country in the world in terms of 
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deforestation. 90 per cent of Nigeria’s forest has 

been lost as a result of deforestation. Nigeria 

has lost about 400,000 hectares of forest land to 

deforestation. This Day Newspaper – 

24/11/2013. 

• ‘Nigeria records highest annual forest loss in 

Africa’. With statistics showing an annual loss of 

350,000 to 400,000 hectares of forest land, 

Nigeria is reported to be the fourth leading 

country in the world and first in Africa with the 

highest annual forest loss. According to the 

Executive Director of Forestry Research 

Institute of Nigeria (FRIN), 07 November 2011 – 

Nigerian Tribune. 

• Nigeria, Indonesia and North Korea have the 

world's highest rates of deforestation while 

China and the United States, the top two 

greenhouse gas polluters, have the lowest, a 

global ranking released last week Thursday 

shows - The Nations , 25/11/2013. 

• In Nigeria about 70 per cent of the population 

depends solely on fuel wood for energy, a 

development which has put the country in the 

ranking of the countries with the highest 

deforestation rate. – ERA Conference, October 

18, 2013. 

http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/property-a-environment/30776-nigeria-records-highest-annual-forest-loss-in-africa
http://tribune.com.ng/index.php/property-a-environment/30776-nigeria-records-highest-annual-forest-loss-in-africa
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• The ERA/FoEN has decried the alarming rate of 

deforestation caused by the charcoal business 

in Ekiti State – EnviroNews Nigeria 16/8/12  

• Kaduna community decries speedy disappearance of 

forest -Residents of Sankwab, a peninsula 

community in Zango Kataf Local Government Area 

of Kaduna State in Northern Nigeria who are 

predominantly peasants, are having sleepless night 

over their fast changing environment. EnviroNews 

Nigeria 16/8/12. 

• Country Ranks Highest in Africa, Says FG 

Deforestation has been estimated to contribute not 

less than 20% to Climate Change globally and 

Nigeria ranks highest in Africa on the problem, the 

Minister of Environment John Odey has said.... – 

Daily Trust, 26 January 2009 
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Drivers of Deforestation: Direct Causes and Forest 

Degradation in Nigeria 

(i)  Agricultural expansion including pasture development; 

(ii) Unsustainable wood extraction for timber, fuel wood 

and charcoal; 

(iii) Infrastructure extension involving construction of 

roads, settlements, pipelines, open pit mines, hydroelectric 

dams, etc; and 

(iv) Forest fires through the annual bush burning. 

Much of the allowance for deforestation in Nigeria comes 

from their demand for fuel wood. Kerosene is expensive 

and often unavailable therefore many people use fuel wood. 

The other causes include the need to increase land for 

settlements and urbanization. We need to halt the trend of 

large-scale forests conversion into agricultural lands 

grounds, and cattle ranching. Another major problem is 

corruption and unequal distribution of wealth which makes 

vulnerable groups to migrate in search of greener pastures. 

In spite of many programmes in Nigeria present situation 

remains status quo. Worrisomely, the Nigerian situation 

seems to be more of words, Not Actions! A case of policies, 

blueprints not followed with commitment; as the scary 

statistics remain almost the same, very little seems to 
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change. The situation remains the same at the other tiers of 

governance, state and local; All Motion and No Movement. 

Nigeria, like Brazil, must declare now deforestation as a 

national emergency.  

 

Climate Change, Migration and Environmental Conflict 

Climate change is considered as presenting a security 

challenge ‘more complex than the Cold War’. It is now also 

conventional wisdom that climate change has already, and 

will continue to affect human security (including ecological 

sustainability), which may result in human rights abuses, 

and intra and interstate conflict and wars. 

Migration is a painful dislocation but represents one of the 

oldest coping strategies for dealing with environmental 

change. Climate change impacts, population dynamics, as 

well as migration can affect the availability of natural 

resources due to additional stress on already degraded 

lands and competition for scarce resources in both rural 

and urban settings.  

Many regions throughout the world are likely to face severe 

resource degradation due to unsustainable resource use in 

combination with population growth and urbanization 

patterns, e.g., in coastal areas like Nigeria. One side effect of 

this development is the expansion of slums without 

appropriate infrastructure. These areas are often referred 

to as breeding grounds for conflict and organized crime.  
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The rapid migration to mega-cities around the world is 

nevertheless a major barrier to development. Refugees 

living in urban areas are highly susceptible to the impacts 

of climate change, especially to extreme weather events, 

such as flooding or storms due to the marginalized 

situation.  

 

Definitions and Typologies: Conceptualising 

Environmental Refugees 

Environmental refugees have been defined in various ways. 

However, there is still no agreed definition and typology of 

environmental refugees or migrants – and even less so in 

the case of the so-called “climate refugees”. Some of the 

leading ones by scholars and organisations are presented 

here especially as they relate to the Nigerian context.  

The term can be defined as follows:   

“people who have been forced to leave their 

traditional habitat, temporarily or permanently, 

because of a marked environmental disruption 

(natural and/or triggered by people) that 

jeopardised their existence and/or seriously 

affected the quality of their life (El-Hinnawi, 1985).  

• “persons who no longer gain a secure livelihood in 

their traditional homelands because of what are 
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primarily environmental factors of unusual scope.” 

(Myers and Kent, 1995) 

• “Environmentally displaced persons” has been 

defined as “persons who are displaced within their 

own country of habitual residence or who have 

crossed an international border and for whom 

environmental degradation, deterioration or 

destruction is a major cause of their displacement, 

although not necessarily the sole one.” International 

Organization of Migration (IOM) 1996.  

• “environmental migrants” as “persons or groups of 

persons who for compelling reasons of sudden or 

progressive changes in the environment that 

adversely affect their lives or living conditions, are 

obliged to leave their habitual homes, or choose to 

do so, either temporarily or permanently, and who 

move either within their country or abroad.” 

International Organization of Migration (IOM) 2008. 

Thus from the definitions it is not surprising that there are 

cases of environmental refugees in Nigeria. On the surface, 

there may not be camps and tents erected for 

environmental refugees being announced by UN and 

international philanthropy logos, however, given the reality 

of resource conflicts, forced migration from inability to 

secure livelihoods in their traditional lands, the case of 

environmental refuges in tens of thousands has been firmly 

established. This serious problem of environmental 
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refugees has been largely ignored and even denied in 

governmental quarters hence no attempt is made to 

address the situation. 

 

A Climate of Conflict 

Some argue that climate change will trigger environmental 

conflicts that in turn trigger migration. There are also those 

who argue that migration may in itself trigger 

environmental conflicts. 

a)  Climate change impacts on the environment -> 

conflict ->migration 

b)  Climate change impacts on the environment -> 

migration -> conflict 

Sudden disasters such as storms and floods often highlight 

weaknesses of the government in power, thereby triggering 

or exacerbating existing intrastate conflict which in turn 

can trigger forced migration. 

The degradation of freshwater resources can trigger 

intrastate conflict which in turn can trigger forced 

migration. Migration has been more likely than violent 

conflict as a response to famines 

The conflict potential depends to a significant degree on 

how the government and people in the place of transit, 

destination or return respond. Governance, the degree of 
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political stability, the economy and whether there is a 

history of violence are generally important factors. 

In April 2007 climate change and security was brought up 

for the first time in the UN Security Council by the UK 

Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett who compared the 

situation to the looming threat of war before 1939, and 

claimed that “an unstable climate risks some of the drivers 

of conflict such as migratory pressures and competition for 

resources – getting worse.”  

“Extensive climate changes may alter and threaten the living 

conditions of much of mankind. They may induce large-scale 

migration and lead to greater competition for the earth’s 

resources. Such changes will place particularly heavy 

burdens on the world’s most vulnerable countries. There may 

be increased danger of violent conflicts and wars, within and 

between states”. (Excerpt from the Nobel Committee’s 

explanation for the award of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize by 

Al Gore and the IPCC) 
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Causes of Environmental Conflict 

Due to the multi-causality of conflicts, the major factors 

that are generally considered important in escalation or de-

escalation of conflict should also be taken into account. Two 

main schools of thought agree on the multi-causality of 

conflicts and have generally grouped this as: 

– Abundance rather than scarcity of 

resources can often lead to conflict – 

because rebel groups draw funding from 

the exploitation of natural resources and / 

or it is a conflict about the control of 

valuable resources. E.g. Nigeria, DR Congo, 

Sierra Leone, Angola, Algeria, and Colombia. 

– Population growth can lead to over-

consumption of resources, resource 

degradation, and finally scarcities, 

resulting in violent competition. E.g. 

Somalia, Rwanda and Haiti  

Forced Migration and Internally Displaced Persons 

Forced migration is a displacement situation where people 

have been uprooted from their home by an external event 

or process that they have little or no control over. E.g in 

semi-arid regions such as the Sahel (the area between 

Sahara and the more fertile region in the south), there are 
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traditions of migration such as nomadic pastoralism and 

long-distance trade - internal and temporary following 

weather cycles. Importantly, not all migration related to 

environmental change is necessarily forced migration. 

Importantly, the climate change migration impacts depend 

not only on natural exposure, but also on the vulnerability 

and resilience of the areas and people, including capacities 

to adapt. Who are left to live in areas that are most exposed 

to hazards or conflicts in the first place? The degree of 

vulnerability and resilience is contextual and depends on 

socio-economic condition (poverty often makes people 

vulnerable), gender, age, disability, ethnicity, the realisation 

of human rights and other criteria that influence people’s 

ability to access resources and opportunities. 

Most of the migrants will differ from the refugees for an 

important reason (1951 Convention) that they are not 

“outside the country of (his) nationality”. Internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) may have fled their homes, but 

unlike refugees they have not crossed an international 

border. 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are “[…] persons or 

groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee 

or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in 

particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of 

armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations 

of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and 
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who have not crossed an internationally recognized State 

border.” 

 

Climate Change and the Arc of Tension 

From Nigeria to Niger, Algeria, and Morocco, this region has 

long been marked by labour migration, bringing workers 

from sub-Saharan Africa north to the Mediterranean 

coastline and Europe. The arc of tension begins in Nigeria. 

To make that land journey, migrants often cross through 

the Sahel and Sahel-Saharan region, an area facing 

increasing environmental threats from the effects of 

climate change. The rising coastal sea level, desertification, 

drought, and the numerous other potential effects of 

climate change have the potential to increase the numbers 

of migrants and make these routes more hazardous in the 

future. 

In the northern part of the country, expanding 

desertification - which refers to the degradation of land 

productivity in dry land areas - has caused over 200 

villages to disappear. In these four nations, separated by 

the Sahara Desert, seasonal labour migration is widespread, 

particularly in areas vulnerable to rainfall fluctuations. 

Added to these challenges are on-going security risks in the 

region, such as Nigeria’s struggles with home-grown 

insurgents such as Boko Haram and the growing reach of Al 
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Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, which has expanded out of 

Algeria. 

Further, among these particular countries, climate and 

migration patterns complicate a difficult political terrain. 

The United States and Europe are already involved in 

ongoing counterterrorism activities to help stem the 

growth of Al Qaeda in the Maghreb (found in Algeria, Niger, 

Mali, Mauritania, and potentially in Nigeria and Morocco as 

well) and its possible linkage to Al Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula through this corridor. 

In the 21st century the world could see substantial 

numbers of climate migrants—people displaced by the 

slow or sudden onset of climate change. Extreme weather 

events such as droughts and floods are projected to 

increase the number of sudden humanitarian crises in 

areas least able to cope, such as those already mired in 

poverty or prone to conflict. The costs of livelihood 

security, irrigation, improved migration monitors, and 

regional water cooperation pale alongside the likely future 

costs of humanitarian disaster, long-term security gaps, and 

conflict. 

Nigerians are already seeing early signs of climate change 

in a rising sea level, more frequent flooding, and outbreaks 

of disease in the southern megacity of Lagos. Human 

mobility and climate change in Nigeria occur amid serious 

threats to national and local governance. 
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The southern Niger Delta has supported an insurgency 

since the 1990s, driven in part by anger at corruption and 

the mismanagement of the profits from the region’s 

booming oil industry. In the northern part of the country, 

religious tensions have turned violent, with more than 800 

people having been killed in the central Nigerian city of Jos 

since January 2011. 

Boko Haram has undertaken attacks of increasing violence, 

including the U.N. building bombing, and is behind a string 

of more than 100 armed bank robberies targeting lenders 

in north. A Christmas Day 2011 bombing outside Abuja 

killed more than 40 Christian worshippers, provoking a 

brutal police crackdown 

Although the unrest in the Niger Delta and the violence in 

the north are geographically distinct, they both have their 

roots in underlying dissatisfaction with a government that 

has failed to sustain an inclusive, accountable, and 

transparent state. As the effects of climate change worsen, 

even more will be demanded of Nigeria’s limited 

governance capacity. 

Due to pressures from desertification and drought, some 

Nigerien pastoralists have shifted their migratory routes 

southwards into Nigeria in search of animal fodder and 

better grazing. In addition, unusual flooding in 2010 

damaged many homes and farmland, creating an internal 

refugee situation. With homes and link roads washed away 
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hundreds were cut off from society while others were 

rendered homeless. 

Growing desertification in the north has led to heightened 

tensions between and within pastoral and agricultural 

communities, demonstrating how the competition for 

natural resources can become intermingled with ethnic and 

religious conflict. 

The Niger Delta insurgents also decry the complacency and 

neglect of the federal government, which has not delivered 

any democratic dividend since Nigeria’s return to civilian 

rule in 1999. 

 

Responding to the challenges 

While there is consensus on the need to address livelihood 

creation as part of managing migration or adapting to 

climate change, approaches to livelihood creation vary in 

the context of the intersection of migration and climate 

change. 

The lack of visible investments in infrastructure 

Investment in transportation and information 

infrastructure helps marginalized people adapt to micro 

changes on many levels. Such investments can provide 

economic opportunity, improve coordination and delivery 

of essential services, raise awareness of future challenges, 

and improve responses to crises.  
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Poor disaster preparedness and management skills 

Given the lack of disaster preparedness, community-

created emergency structures, including procedures and 

training for flood survival must be built. If these structures 

could be institutionalized and expanded to include 

stabilization or livelihood programs, there would be a 

systematic and structured means of redeploying labour 

after disasters.  

The need for flexible financial mechanisms to cope with 

climate change 

Strategic approach looks at flexible financial mechanisms to 

manage climate change adaptation like provide agricultural 

subsidies to farmers and herders during floods and 

drought, implementing exchange rate controls during 

famine and efficiency gains in workers’ remittances from 

abroad. The challenge will be to secure equal wealth 

distribution to each Nigerian state and target support for 

those most likely to be affected by climate change. 

The need to create ecosystem and conservation services 

An emphasis on lower-cost government or foreign aid 

interventions that enable people to stay where they are 

without creating new jobs is a perspective known as 

ecosystem and conservation services—providing livelihoods 

that can make communities more economically resilient to 

climate change. These techniques include reducing 

deforestation (85 per cent of it goes to firewood) through 
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the distribution of cook stoves, dry-season farming, drip 

irrigation, and efficient rainwater use, all of which reduce 

human impact on the local ecosystem.  

 

Governance Capacities 

Incorporating these ideas in Nigeria.  

– The Nigerian government will likely 

incorporate some of the ideas outlined above 

in its current efforts to formulate plans for 

adaptation and disaster response. 

– Putting into place good governance 

structures could be instrumental in breaking 

the cycle of climate-change effects 

– If governance is poor, socially exclusive or 

not geared towards development, building 

purely technical capacities may have scarcely 

any positive effect.  

–  
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Adaptation Strategies 

Adaptation is about finding and implementing ways of 

adjusting to climate change. Successful adaptation would 

lessen the need to migrate and reduce the risk of conflict. 

Adaptation is integral to both humanitarian (relief and 

rehabilitation) and development work. 

 
Adaptation Actions include the following:  

• Afforestation/ reforestation 

• Agroforestry  

• Animal pest control 

• Appropriate irrigation methods 

• Aquaculture 

• Check dams 

• Cold-resistant housing 

• Crop processing 

• Disaster mitigation 

• Disaster preparedness 

• Disaster rehabilitation                                                        

• Drought-resilient crops 
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• Early warning 

• Exterminating vectors 

• Flood-resistant housing 

• Food processing and storage 

• Forest management 

• Harvesting of wild foods 

• Heat-resistant housing 

• Horticulture 

• Hydroponics 

• Improved cropping systems 

• Indigenous forecasting 

• Integrated agriculture-aquaculture 

• Livestock breeding 

• Ponds 

• Portable household appliances 

• Poultry breeding 

• Promotion of handicrafts 

• Rangeland management 
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• Restoration of coastal ecosystems 

• Retaining walls 

• Saline-tolerant crops 

• Sea dykes 

• Seed priming 

• Seed selection and storage 

• Soil fertilization 

• Storm-resistant housing 

• Tanks 

• Temporary land redistribution 

• Vermicomposting  

• Vocational training 

• Water allocation 

• Weed control 
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Conclusion 

Deforestation as an environmental problem is not an end in 

itself. It aggravates climate change and induced conflicts 

over scare resources with the forests worse for it. The 

Chapter demonstrates that there are serious cases of 

environmental refugees in Nigeria given the rate of 

migration due to environmental disturbances. These 

conflicts are bound to escalate if deforestation and climate 

change are not tackled comprehensively.   

As in other chapters in this book, it proposes improved 

governance capacities with coping adaptation strategies 

such as early warning signals, agroforestry, weed control 

and such other measures that could be highly beneficial in 

addressing the problems of deforestation and climate 

change in Nigeria. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT-RELATED 

INCOME  

 

E. M. Isikhuemen,i PhD.  

Income generated from ecosystem goods & services – 

is a major constituent of the household incomes of the 

rural & urban poor. Hanging Vegetable Gardens and 

floating garden beds in water-logged communities 

could play stabilizing roles while being a money 

spinner. Also, agroforestry including agro-silviculture, 

agro-silvi-pastoral & silvi pastoral, Aqua-forestry are 

essential for arresting deforestation. 

 

Introduction 

This Chapter explores how food and forests related income 

activities are directly linked to deforestation and climate 

change. It discusses also the main drivers of deforestation 

and climate change and the importance of valuation of 

ecosystem services. The Chapter presents emerging 

                                                           
i
 E. M. Isikhuemen, PhD., lectures at Department of Forestry and Wildlife, 

Faculty of Agriculture, University of Benin, Benin City, Nigeria. 
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opportunities from environmental protection that could 

lead to enhanced food security and income.  

 

Framing the discourse and Definition of Terms 

The definition of terms provides the basis for analysis and 

better understanding of deforestation and climate change 

and what it entails so that proper responses could be 

provided.  

Deforestation and climate change are closely linked. 

Climate is the long-term average weather conditions 

(usually taken over a period of 30 years) of a region 

including typical weather patterns such as the frequency 

and intensity of storms, cold spells, and heat waves.  

Climate change refers to any change in climate over time, 

whether due to natural variability or as a result of human 

activity (IPCC). 

UNFCCC defines climate change as “a change of climate 

which is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity 

that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and 

which is, in addition to natural climate variability, observed 

over comparable time periods.  

It is a variation and/or variability in weather conditions or 

elements due to anthropogenic or natural cause(s) 

resulting in the alteration of the geochemical cycles and the 
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composition of the global atmosphere over comparable 

time period.  

  

Sequestration  

The removal of atmospheric carbon dioxide, either through 

biological processes (for example, photosynthesis in plants 

and trees, or geological processes (for example, storage of 

carbon dioxide in underground reservoirs) (Department of 

Climate Change 2008)  

 

Sink  

Any process, activity or mechanism that removes a 

greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor of a greenhouse 

gas from the atmosphere (IPCC 2007c) 

 

 Climate Change Resilience 

The ability of people, households, communities, countries, 

and systems to mitigate, adapt to, and recover from shocks 

and stresses in a manner that reduces chronic vulnerability 

and facilitates inclusive growth.  
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Mitigation  

A human intervention to reduce negative or unsustainable 

uses of ecosystems or to enhance sustainable practices (e.g. 

in the context of climate change reduce the sources of or 

enhance the sinks for greenhouse gases (Department of 

Climate Change 2008) 

 

Carbon in Natural Ecosystems  

Brown Carbon: Industrial emissions of greenhouse gases 

that affect the climate. 

Green Carbon: Carbon stored in terrestrial ecosystems e.g. 

plant biomass, soils, wetlands and pasture and increasingly 

recognised as a key item for negotiation in the UNFCCC (in 

relation to forest carbon and mechanisms such as REDD, 

REDD-Plus). 

Blue Carbon: Carbon bound in the world’s oceans. An 

estimated 55 percent of all carbon in living organisms is 

stored in mangroves, marshes, sea grasses, coral reefs and 

macro-algae. 

Black carbon: Formed through incomplete combustion of 

fuels and may be significantly reduced if clean burning 

technologies are employed (Nellemann & Corcoran (eds), 

2010). 
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Ecosystem services 

Ecosystem services or nature benefits to man are 

numerous. Benefits that people obtain from ecosystems – 

include provisioning services (e. g. food, water, timber and 

fibre); regulating services (climate regulation, flood 

regulation and pollination; cultural services (aesthetic 

values, spiritual values and recreation); and supporting 

services, e.g. soil formation and nutrient cycling.  

• Forest: Land spanning more than 0.5 ha with trees > 

5m and a canopy cover of more than 10 percent, or 

trees able to reach these thresholds in situ (FAO, 

2006)  

• Deforestation: The conversion of forest to another 

land use or the long-term reduction of the tree 

canopy-cover below the minimum 10 percent 

threshold. 

• Forest Degradation: Changes within the forest, 

which negatively affect the structure or function of 

the stand or site, and thereby lower the capacity to 

supply products and/or services (FAO 2001, 2006).  
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“Food security” according to FAO exists when all people, at 

all times, have access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food 

to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an 

active and healthy life.  

Nigeria’s Vegetation in Summary 
 Land area: 923,768 km2. 

 Population: 140.4m (NPC, 2009). 

 Major vegetation types: Mangrove & Fresh water 

swamps, Forest & Savannah. 

 Natural forest in 1897: 600,000km2  

 Natural vegetation estimated to be 360,000km2 in 

1951 

 Primary forest declined from 326,000ha in 2005 to 

zero in 2010 (FAO, 2010). 

 Change in Forest Area reported by FAO (2010) was 

calculated using linear extrapolation of data from 

1977 to 1994; by this method it was determined that 

forest area declined from 13.1ha in 2000 to 11.1ha 

in 2005 and to 9.04ha in 2010 (Blaser, et al, 2011) 
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Climate Change: Valuing Ecosystem Services 

Eco-services do not appear in corporate or national 

accounting systems but they far outweigh direct values. An 

estimate by Costanza, et al. (1997) indicates: 

  Coastal ecosystems:>US$4,000/ha/yr 

  Tropical Forest:US$3,000/ha/yr 

  Wetlands:US$15,000/ha/yr 

  Lakes & Rivers:US$8,500/ha/yr  

Climate Change: Emerging Opportunities 

In spite of climate change challenges, there are emerging 

opportunities such as improved farming systems, income 

generation from forests within sustainable planetary 

boundaries.   

 

Farming Systems/Practices 

There is need for the adjustment of farming practices to 

accommodate crops which, were before now, not suitable 

for cultivation in certain agro-ecological regions, e.g. potato, 

yam, maize, sorghum, cassava, and others. A good number 

of crops can be cultivated 3 to 4 times a year – e.g. maize; 
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both cassava and maize are the most important staple 

crops in the country.  

 

Environmental Income 

Income generated from ecosystem goods & services – is a 

major constituent of the household incomes of the rural & 

urban poor. Hanging Vegetable Gardens and floating garden 

beds in water-logged communities could play stabilizing 

roles while being a money spinner. Also, agroforestry 

including agro-silviculture, agro-silvi-pastoral & silvi 

pastoral, Aqua-forestry are essential for arresting 

deforestation. 

Food from non-timber forest products (NTFPs) are part of 

the environmental income. Also, biological resources serve 

as food, nourishment, medicine, fibre, construction, fuels, 

cultural & spiritual requirement of biomass-based rural & 

urban communities.  
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Environmental Sustainability 

Environmental sustainability may be achieved through a 

combination of the following measures. 

 Biodiversity – in situ & ex situ conservation 

 Restoration & Rehabilitation of Species & 

Ecosystems 

 Tissue Culture/Micro-propagation  

 

Conclusion 

This Chapter argues for a sustainable environmental 

management if the ecosystem services, food production and 

income generating activities that are forests based will be 

sustained. In particular, the valuation of both the physical 

and biophysical aspects of the environment is central to 

achieving this. Environmental sustainability is central to 

the earth’s carrying capacity and the emerging 

opportunities through adjustment of farming practices 

supported by research could support this adaptation 

process to arresting deforestation and climate change.    
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CHAPTER SIX 
PROSPECTS OF REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION IN NIGERIA: 

AN OVERVIEW  

Surveyor Efiki  

The goal of the REDD+ is to enable Nigeria to 

contribute to climate change mitigation 

through improved forest conservation and 

enhancing sustainable community livelihoods. 

While the objective is to build the REDD+ 

mechanism in Nigeria, using Cross River State 

as a demonstration model, the expected 

outcomes would be improved institutional & 

technical capacity at the national level; and 

the establishment of the Framework for 

REDD+ expansion across Nigeria. 

 

                                                           
i Surveyor Efik is the National Coordinator, Climate Change Network Nigeria, 

and Chair, REDD+ Working Group. He is also a CANWA Member/CSO 

Representative, and member of the National Technical Committee on REDD+. 

His Email: info@ccnnigeria.org, www.ccnnigeria.org 

  Tel: +2348037237591. 

 

mailto:info@ccnnigeria.org
http://www.ccnnigeria.org/
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The task before the REDD+ drivers seems herculean. 

No wonder that it attracts some criticisms from its 

opponents especially environmentalists on both side 

of the global divide. In Nigeria some of the challenges 

are mounting rather than subsiding, and there seems 

to be no solution in sight. 

 

Introduction 

This Chapter finds relevance in the delving into the highly 

contentious issues surrounding best options in combating 

deforestation and climate change. Scientists, policy makers 

and activists differ in their approaches, theories and 

practices which are either in support or against REDD 

schemes. The acronym REDD+ means Reducing emissions 

from deforestation and forest degradation + Conservation 

of forest carbon stocks, initiated by the United Nations 

Conference of Parties as a response to deforestation and 

climate change.  

In this chapter, REDD or REDD+ is presented within this 

mainstream UN structures including its anticipated benefits 

to local people with case studies from Cross River state, 

Nigeria. 
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Definition of Terms: WHAT IS REDD+ 

REDD+ means Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 

forest Degradation + Conservation of forest carbon stocks, 

sustainable management of forests, enhancement of forest 

carbon stocks – UNFCCC Cancun 2010. 

REDD+ is a mechanism designed to use market and 

financial incentives in order to reduce the emissions of 

greenhouse gases (GHGs) from deforestation and forest 

degradation. 

 It’s a critical component in the international climate 

change agreement. 

 It’s a United Nations initiative to support developing  

countries to reduce emissions from deforestation 

and forest degradation 

 

Why REDD+ in Nigeria 

Nigeria’s deforestation rate is put at 3.7 percent, (FAO, 

2010) which is one of the highest in Africa and in the world. 

Nigeria’s forests and woodlands currently cover about 9.6 

million ha. across several climate and vegetation zones. 

Currently, Nigeria is 7th on the list of GHGs emitters due to 

land use change.  
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REDD+ is being embraced to enable Nigeria to contribute to 

climate change mitigation through improved forest 

conservation and enhancing sustainable community 

livelihoods. The initiative is therefore very important to 

Nigeria and based on the need to react promptly to these 

issues, Nigeria initiated efforts to engage with UNREDD. 

 

REDD+ and Readiness Progress in Nigeria  

In November 2009, Nigeria formally requested for 

participation in the UN-REDD+ Programme as a first step 

towards developing its National REDD Strategy and Action 

Plan. The request was approved by the UN-REDD Policy 

Board in February, 2010. Accordingly, Nigeria was invited 

to attend the 4th Policy Board Meeting, held from 17-19 

March, in Nairobi, Kenya.  

These paved the way for developing a detailed roadmap for 

moving Nigeria from Observer to full REDD Participating 

Country status. 

 

National REDD+ Road Map 

REDD+ Roadmap comprises of several steps, some are 

currently on-going. This includes preliminary Assessment 

of REDD+ context at National and Cross River State levels. 

Others include the following:  



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 123 

 Establishment of Governance Structures for REDD+ 

 National Stakeholders’ Sensitization and Awareness 

Programmes  

 First UNREDD Scoping Mission to Nigeria 

 Preparation and Submission of National REDD+ 

Proposal 

These requirements have been pursued to ensure that 

Nigeria is REDD+ compliant.  

 

In addition two governance bodies were established to 

manage the process. They are: 

 National Advisory Council on REDD+ which is the 

Apex decision organ on REDD+, it is headed by the 

Minister of Environment, and;   

 National Technical Committee on REDD+, it is the 

primary organ for REDD+ planning in Nigeria, 

members drawn from all stakeholders, including 

CSOs, Forest Dependent Communities; 

A study and Preliminary Assessment of REDD+ Context in 

Nigeria has been conducted since August, 2010. 
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National REDD+ Road Map: Activities  

Some activities have been conducted to ensure compliance. 

Some of the critical ones are listed here and include:  

 Participation of Nigeria at the Global Expert 

Workshop on Biodiversity Benefits of REDD+ 

(Nairobi, Kenya, September, 2010); 

 First UNREDD Scoping Mission to Nigeria, 

comprising interactive meetings with FDF officials in 

Abuja; Cross River Forestry Commission officials in 

Calabar; Field trips to REDD+ pilot sites, Civil Society 

Organizations/Forest Dependent Communities 

(FDC) dialogue; and National Stakeholders’ 

Workshop in Abuja (14-21 October, 2010); 

In fact, all the activities mentioned in the roadmap were 

successfully conducted between June – October 2010, with 

funding from UNDP Nigeria. 

 

National REDD+ Readiness Programme (NRRP) 

The key output of the roadmap is a National REDD+ 

Readiness Programme Framework.  The initiatives have 

produced some results. Between October 2010 and March 

2011, Nigerian Stakeholders with UN-REDD support and 

guidance prepared, consulted and publicly validated the 
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Draft National REDD+ Readiness Programme. Other 

activities have been carried out. For example, in March 

2011, a presentation of the draft Nigeria REDD+ 

programme was made at the 6th UN-REDD Policy Board in 

Vietnam. Others are listed below: 

 Drafting of the Nigeria REDD+ Readiness 

Programme, including training/capacity building; 

consultations; engagement of REDD+ Drafting 

Experts/Consultants; 

 Joint Federal/CRS Review workshop on the Draft 

Nigeria REDD+ Readiness Programme document; 

 Second UNREDD Scoping Mission to Nigeria 

comprising Briefing sessions with National 

Technical Committee on REDD+ and CRS REDD+ 

Committee;  

 Stakeholder Review workshop in Calabar and 

National Validation Workshop in Abuja (14-22 

February, 2011).  

  

CASE STUDY: Nigeria REDD+ Readiness Programme 

(NRRP) in Cross River State  

Cross River State was selected as the REDD+ pilot in Nigeria 

based on the State’s long history of community-based 

Sustainable Forest Management which spans over 20 years 

with initial support from the British Department for 
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International Development (DfID). The State now hosts 

more than 50 percent of what is left of Nigeria’s Tropical 

High Forest and is also regarded as one of the 25 World 

Biodiversity hotspots.  

The REDD Readiness Document provides a strategy for 

expanding the scope of REDD+ to other states of the nation. 

 

The Nigeria REDD+ Readiness Programme  

The UN-REDD Programme approved Nigeria’s REDD 

Readiness Programme with a funding allocation of US$4 

million.  

Support the capacity of Nigeria to prepare and implement 

REDD+ strategies with the active involvement of local 

stakeholders, including Indigenous Peoples and other 

forest-dependent communities.  

The Nigeria REDD+ Readiness Programme is expected to be 

implemented 2 ½ years, beginning in June 2012 - 2014. 
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NRRP Architecture  

The plan is to have all levels of government participate 

meaningfully in the REDD+ implementation. Key readiness 

components addressed both at Federal level and in Cross 

River State. The federal level is focusing on key structures 

and a strategy for engaging new states. 

The Programme is comprehensive, covering all REDD+ 

readiness components (co-financing to be mobilised as 

required). The process for expansion is currently on-going 

for REDD+ to other states initiated – a national decision 

taken recently that will ensure that the required additional 

climate finance will be sought. 

While the Federal government of Nigeria is responsible for 

capacity-building & development of strategic framework 

for REDD+ at the national level, the Cross River State is 

involved with implementing intense REDD+ readiness 

activities and serves as demonstration model for the 

country at the sub-national level. 

The goal of the REDD+ is to enable Nigeria to contribute to 

climate change mitigation through improved forest 

conservation and enhancing sustainable community 

livelihoods. 

While the objective is to build the REDD+ mechanism in 

Nigeria, using Cross River State as a demonstration model, 
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the expected outcomes would be improved institutional & 

technical capacity at the national level; and the 

establishment of the Framework for REDD+ expansion 

across Nigeria. 

 

Challenges Facing REDD+ in Nigeria 

The task before the REDD+ drivers seem herculean. No 

wonder that it attracts some criticisms from its opponents 

especially environmentalists on both side of the global 

divide. In Nigeria some of the challenges are mounting 

rather than subsiding, and there are no solutions in sight.  

Some of the challenges are listed below ranging from 

governance issues in policy, capacity building and technical 

problems of monitoring and evaluation which are mostly 

externally driven.   

1. Substantial efforts towards sustainable 

intensification of Agriculture at Forest Margins as 

Agriculture is key driver of deforestation. 

2. Appropriate definition and clarification of carbon 

rights and land tenure in protected areas.  

3. Equity to Communities in regards to activities and 

benefits from REDD+ 

4. Community participation and engagement in REDD 

project activities. 
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5. Social inclusion and Gender equity 

6. Capacity building of local communities and other 

stakeholders 

7. Open Access Land tenure regimes 

8. Absence of legally recognized customary tenure. 

9. Transparency and Corruption in public governance 

10. Valuing and integrating other components of 

ecosystem services into the REDD+ scheme beyond 

the present focus on forest carbon 

11. Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) 

exercise 

 

Enclosed Participatory System of implementation: CSOs 

Forum on REDD+ is not carried along or involved in the 

training. 

Inconsistency in Leadership: It is the DNA that ought to 

lead the REDD+ programme. 

Wrong institutional host: It is the Climate Change 

Department that ought to host the REDD+ Secretariat 

which may have been informed by political consideration 

rather than institutional frameworks.  
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Conclusion 

These issues are captured as governance and safeguards in 

the National Programme document yet implementation 

capacity and political will seem lacking. Although capacity 

building by UNEP on training on Safeguards and 

Sustainable Livelihoods is currently going on in Calabar 

from 25 – 28 November 2013 yet more of such training are 

required to be up to speed with the tough requirements. 

The expansion of the REDD+ Program to other States may 

be desirable in the already submitted proposal to the World 

Bank FCPF for funding in 2 States in Nigeria that are yet to 

be identified. In all the governance framework needs to 

be revisited, strengthened with greater civil society 

participation and independence mainstreamed. This is 

hardly the case at the moment. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

Understanding REDD: The Emerging Black Gold?  

Rita Uwakai 

…with REDD, it is possible that the government will 

choose to sell carbon rights on untitled lands without 

reference to or consultation with the traditional 

owners of those lands. Clearly, most of the forests of 

the world are found in Community Peoples’ land. 

Hence, REDD has the potential to affect their rights to 

use, own and manage their lands, and resources 

therein. Under REDD there are increasing number of 

land grabs by Governments and individuals who are 

motivated by a desire to take advantage of REDD's 

forest-based carbon credits, without consultation with 

local forest users. 

 

Introduction: REDD: Blood red or Red hot? 

This Chapter focuses on real ideas behind the (REDD) 

which is Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest 

                                                           
i Rita Uwaka is the Project Officer for Forest and Biodiversity, Environmental 

Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN). 
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Degradation and attempts a critique of the initiative.  REDD 

in developing nations is an international mechanism under 

negotiation within the UN climate talks and other 

international forums which will provide compensation to 

governments, communities, companies or individuals in 

developing countries for actions taken to Reduce Emissions 

from Deforestation and forest Degradation below an 

established reference level. The first question relates to the 

manner in which this reference level is decided that is 

highly technical and a preserve of mostly foreign 

technocrats.   

From the UN documents, in theory, the basic idea behind 

REDD is simply compensation. Developing countries that 

are willing and able to reduce emissions from deforestation 

should be financially compensated for doing so. 

Theoretically, it is an idea which involves simply trying to 

stop forests being cut down or degraded and thereby 

reducing the amount of CO2 that is released into the air. But 

practically, this is not so. 

In practice, however, REDD for its failures in developing 

countries has continued to attract wide spread 

condemnations across the world due to some obvious 

leakages in methodologies, practices and impact on host 

communities. 
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UN-REDD Programme: A Critique 

REDD-type projects around the world such as Indonesia, 

Papua New Guinea, Vietnam, have been known to 

marginalize and victimize the poor in forest bearing 

communities and territories of the world especially in the 

African continent where significant risks abound with 

REDD. 

Indigenous forest communities where REDD project are 

ongoing see REDD as Co2lonialism of the Forests. REDD is 

CO2lonialism of Forests because it allows Northern 

polluters to buy permits to pollute or “carbon credits” by 

promising not to cut down forests and plantations in the 

South. 

 

REDD in Cross River State, Nigeria 

The Cross River State government and the Federal 

government through its Ministry of Environment in 

Collaboration with three United Nations agencies- UNEP, 

FAO the UNDP have been the driving force behind the 

REDD+ agenda in Nigeria.  

The major attraction stems from the fact that Cross River 

State (CRS) holds the largest share of rainforest in Nigeria. 

The forest supports the livelihoods of more than 85% of 

rural dwellers. CRS had requested membership of the UN-
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REDD programme in December 2009 after it joined 

Governor’s Climate Change and Forests Forum. Nigeria was 

later admitted as an observer country and hosted a UN-

REDD mission in October, 2010. 

Cross River State, is the targeted state for REDD pilot 

project in Nigeria to pioneer the UN-REDD scheme.  

One million hectares of forested landmass including 

mangroves is waiting to be grabbed under this 

arrangement. This huge expanse of land from host 

communities would mean dispossession and spell conflicts 

and poverty. 

The three forest blocks earmarked for REDD take off in 

Cross River State are:  

• Mbe/Afi forest block 

• Ekuri forest block 

• Mangrove forest reserve 

However, the lure of some 30 billion Naira expected as 

REDD fund from external UN sources appears to be the 

driving force.  
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Pitfalls about REDD 

The pitfalls of REDD are so numerous that the initiative 

seems highly unviable.  

First, with REDD, it is possible that the government will 

choose to sell carbon rights on untitled lands without 

reference to or consultation with the traditional owners of 

those lands. Clearly, most of the forests of the world are 

found in Community Peoples’ land. Hence, REDD has the 

potential to affect their rights to use, own and manage their 

lands, and resources therein. Under REDD there are 

increasing number of landgrabs by Governments and 

individuals who are motivated by a desire to take 

advantage of REDD's forest-based carbon credits, without 

consultation with local forest users.  

Secondly, REDD-type projects have already resulted in land 

grabs, violations of human rights, threats to cultural 

survival, militarization, scams and servitude in many 

countries where it has been implemented. Thirdly, REDD+, 

REDD++, and all its bogus versions could mean the 

inclusion of industrial logging, plantations, agro fuel 

cultivation in the REDD scheme. It could mean just anything 

provided money is attached. Thus, it ignores primary 

causes of destruction of forests with signs of repeating 

many of the mistakes of the past. REDD continues to 

explicitly “value carbon storage above the improvement of 

forest conditions and livelihoods." 
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Fourthly, it is externally driven. Global efforts have too 

often ignored local needs, while failing to address the most 

fundamental challenge to global forest management that 

deforestation usually is caused by economic pressures 

imposed from outside the forests. Fifthly, REDD is rife with 

“perverse incentives” to convert natural forests into 

monoculture tree plantations and actually increase 

deforestation 

 

A Case for Local Small Scale Farmers 

Community people remain key in the REDD discourse, this 

is because, Local peasant farmers and indigenous 

communities are the defenders of food, agriculture, water, 

forests, biodiversity and the environment. By history, they 

are part traditional owners and custodians of forests and 

its resources, but unfortunately, their role is hardly 

recognized in policy formulation as it relates to community 

forest governance.  

These very important and eco-friendly peoples, who have 

depended on the forest ecosystem for survival, turn out to 

be the worst hit when community forest lands are allotted 

to corporate individuals and transnational companies. The 

dividend of such allotment which is usually shrouded in 

shady deals is pain and not gain. It comes with heavy socio-

economic and cultural dislocation, starvation, sicknesses 

and diseases for community people.  
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REDD is being implemented in developing countries in the 

tropics and sub-tropics and is focusing on forest areas- in 

many places, the traditional and customary territories of 

community peoples. These forests have been inhabited by 

our community people for hundreds if not thousands of 

years. Rather than destroying them, traditional land use 

and management practices have led to more diverse 

landscapes and thus to an increase in biological diversity. 

REDD schemes will make rules about what can and cannot 

happen inside forests, regulating activities like farming, 

hunting, gathering of bush foods, medicinal leaves, 

firewood collection and lumber for construction or any 

other use of resources in the forests. Small holder farmers 

are usually not considered as relevant and active 

stakeholders in forest management/decision making 

processes. 

 

REDD: Land grab Or Development Opportunity? 

Entrusting community forest lands to multinational 

companies and multilateral agencies by Government have 

never brought development but impoverishment to 

community dwellers with differentiated impact on women, 

children and the physically challenged. The sad news about 

this is that many African Governments see this ‘flourishing 

corporate land grab’ as a development opportunity. This is 

very disturbing! 
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With REDD, Governments and Transnational companies 

like Shell will take more control over community forests 

land without the consent or consideration of community 

people. Apart from increasing Transnational companies 

and Governments sovereignty over natural resources, and 

its potential displacement of indigenes, REDD has a track 

record of undermining people’s rights. REDD sounds 

interesting, yet it is designed to reward those who deforest, 

and not those who already protect the forests. However, its 

concept can best be defined as a “sheep in wolf’s clothing”.  

Another issue about REDD is that only few are aware of its 

adverse implications. Hence, there is a problem of making 

informed choice. The corporate tactics of land grabbing 

tramples on community people’s rights to lands and 

resources.   

 

Can a Tree make a Forest? 

Plantations/monocultures are not forests! FAO’s definition 

of forest used by the UNFCCC includes plantations, 

industrial logging, genetically modified trees etc. This is 

unacceptable. We require a holistic definition that 

recognizes the native forests, jungles and the diverse 

ecosystems on earth. 

Replacing forests with plantations causes devastating 

environmental consequences as well as social, spiritual and 
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economic impacts on forest communities. Plantations do 

not store as much Carbon as forests do. 

An expanded REDD effort, known as REDD+, falls short of 

considering the needs and roles of communities and other 

local inhabitants. REDD+ as a version of REDD, names 

forest conservation as a goal and sustainable forest 

management as a solution; but it continues to explicitly 

value carbon storage above the improvement of forest 

conditions and livelihoods.  

A recent REDD statement released by Friends of the Earth 

warns that REDD funds may imply the replacement of 

forests with large monoculture plantations. It could also 

make poverty worse and deplete biodiversity even further.  

As an environmental justice group, Environmental Rights 

Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria, ERA/FoEN, believes 

that allowing rich countries to keep polluting in the North 

otherwise known as annex 1 (according to Kyoto protocol) 

or developed countries, and coming to the south addressed 

as third world countries to cultivate plantations for rubber, 

palm oil, banana, gmelina, agro fuels, and cocoa is not the 

answer to climate change. It is environmental racism that 

has put the local community people more at risk. It renders 

the continent the worst hit with grave and devastating 

environmental consequences arising from development 

errors they contribute little or nothing to. 
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Carbon markets: real or false solutions? 

Trading in carbon stocks in trees can be a dangerous game. 

Carbon trading is susceptible to wide abuse as there are 

chances that a lot of criminal minds will take advantage of 

the REDD schemes in Nigeria to make money for private 

pockets.  Funds are most likely going to be high-jacked by 

undeserving recipients. 

Carbon trading has proven extremely lucrative in terms of 

generating investor dividends,  It creates more profit for 

polluters and does not stop climate change  but has 

completely failed in reducing greenhouse gases. 

There are no modalities in place to check who engages it, as 

well as who the current and final beneficiaries of REDD 

fund would be. It creates more profit for polluters and does 

not stop climate change. Yet, in the event of carbon price 

slump, the environment will likely suffer.  

 

Carbon offsetting is Carbon upsetting  

REDD allows the conversion of natural tropical forests to 

plantations; this would increase Carbon emissions- a huge 

cause of global warming. These obvious leakages in 

methodologies and operations make REDD a complex 

headache that deserves real solutions. REDD for forest 
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conservation should not be used as “an excuse” so that 

countries and corporations continue contaminating. 

Oil companies’ involvement is compounding the 

devastation and impacts on Mother Earth and Indigenous 

Peoples by financing REDD which may result in the largest 

land grab of all time and more likely genocide against forest 

dependent peoples. 

 

ERA/FoEN Position on REDD 

The ERA/FoEN coalition against REDD is gathering 

momentum and as part of the global campaign against it. A 

No to REDD means red card to REDD. This means that we 

are against the inclusion of forest in Carbon markets, as this 

will put a price tag on our forests, its resources and 

community people. REDD is a dangerous Eco-business. It 

enriches polluters and impoverishes forest community 

people who have conserved the forests over the years. 

 The inclusion of plantations in REDD ought to be a crime 

against nature. Our Forest is not for sale. It should not be 

reduced to a commodity. We reject REDD and its versions 

(REDD+, ++) with a red tag, and all other market 

mechanisms like Carbon trading, Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM), and debt for nature exchanges as these 

are not true solutions to climate change. ERA supports 

forest conservation but not its inclusion in Carbon market. 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 142 

We reject any form of agrarian colonialism in disguise 

associated with REDD. We denounce the way in which the 

capitalist model imposes schemes and invades territories 

with militarized territories, evicting community people 

from their lands, forests, inhibiting food sovereignty and 

deepening socio-environmental crises. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

REDD schemes are dispossessing local people. In Nigeria it 

is not for local people but it is creating carbon markets for 

investors. If the fight against deforestation and climate 

change is to be taken seriously, forest must be out of 

Carbon markets if at all there should be REDD. Clearly, our 

forest is not for sale! It is our life and source of livelihoods 

for millions of forest dependent peoples in forest bearing 

communities in Nigeria and Africa.  

International Financial Institutions such as the World Bank, 

FAO, UNEP, UNDP and multinational companies like Shell 

should hands off our forests. Government at all levels in 

Nigeria should take honest, realistic and practical steps in 

fighting climate change by first stopping gas flaring in the 

Niger Delta (the number one contributor to climate change 

in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa) instead of gambling and 

trading with our forests. The Nigerian Government must 

actively and sufficiently engage forest community dwellers; 

civil society groups, in the ongoing REDD negotiation 
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process and adopt Community forest management 

practices as one of the concrete solutions to climate change. 

The drivers of REDD need to be told the plain truth that 

plantations are not forests. REDD should reward 

community people who protect the forests and not drivers 

of deforestation and forest degradation like plantation 

merchants and unsustainable logging contractors. 

Awareness should be raised at all levels on the implications 

of REDD as there is little or no concrete information on the 

subject matter. All print and electronic journalists on 

environment in Nigeria and Africa should deepen their 

knowledge on REDD and other salient environmental 

issues. 

Government must conduct Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) on REDD targeted forest communities, 

and should genuinely and holistically engage civil society 

groups and forest dependent people in the entire REDD 

process.  

Developed countries owe us an ecological debt as a result of 

colonialism and inequitable use of global commons and 

disproportionate contribution to emissions that have 

resulted in climate change. 

REDD will fail even if the large sums of money being 

discussed are raised and distributed. Until the underlying 

causes of deforestation are addressed there may be no 

guarantee in sight to stop deforestation. 



OUR FOREST IS OUR LIFE 

 144 

Unless all sectors work together to address the impact of 

global consumption, including growing demand for food 

and biofuel, and problems of land scarcity, REDD will fail to 

arrest environmental degradation and will heighten 

poverty. 

Adopting crucial and inexpensive options like, afforestation 

program placing a ban on deforestation and deforestation 

moratoria, sustainable timber harvesting, and 

strengthening community forest management methods can 

be considered as the only concrete solutions. 

The campaign against REDD is not lacking in slogans. Some 

of these include, Our Forest is our Life; Our Forest is not for 

sale. Protect our forests to avoid dangerous climate crisis.  

It is not asking for too much, it only requires a political will. 

One only hopes that policy makers and other relevant 

government officials will act to save the environment.  
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

FRAMING GENDER RESPONSIVE FORESTRY POLICIES 

AND PROGRAMMES 

Priscilla M. Achakpa* & Uever Kelvin Iorundu** 

In order to achieve the goal of empowerment of our 
women folk through the involvement of the majority 
of them in the rural areas, there is the need to begin 
to view the rural areas and the inhabitants or host 
communities as important variables of development 
and not as impediments. In this connection, rather 
than carry the women empowerment programs to 
the rural women, we should learn to actively and 
meaningfully involve them right from the onset. 
They should be the building blocks for the 
actualization of rural programs and project. 
 

 
Introduction  
Deforestation is a major challenge in Nigeria yet 
communities and gender lens is hardly applied to forest 
management. For centuries, communities have managed 
forests and woodlands traditionally, as a means to regulate 
the use of timber and non-timber forest resources, to 

                                                           
* Executive Director, Women Environmental Programme (WEP) Abuja. 

** Charles and Doosurgh Abaagu Foundation (C&DAF) Abuja. 
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conserve and extend grazing areas, and to maintain 
important cultural, spiritual or historical sites, such as 
“sacred forests.” In the last two decades or so, the reverse 
seems to be the case. The rural people in Nigeria are 
thoroughly marginalized and forgotten. In most cases their 
lives are like a perpetual recurrent bad dream, a tale of 
extreme want in the midst of abundance (Newswatch, 
1986:19). Over the years, there have been orchestrated 
attempts at campaigns for the empowerment of the female 
gender so that her potentials can be more effectively 
harnessed in the overall development process. These 
agitations, which arise out of distillation factors, have made 
the question of rural empowerment a critical aspect of the 
broader national question. As a reaction to this 
development, the Nigerian Government in the past and at 
present has attempted to address this problem, by 
articulating programs and projects directed at ameliorating 
the socio-economic status of Nigerian women. But largely 
due to the conceptual methodological pitfalls of these 
programs and projects, the desired objective is still far from 
being achieved. 
 
The purpose of this paper is to examine very critically the 
strategies that led to the failure in achieving conservation 
and the goals of the previous development programmes 
and/or project viz-a-viz the implication for empowerment 
of target communities in forestry development in Nigeria. 
The thrust of this paper is to provide a lee way into 
advocating for framing Gender Responsive Forestry 
Policies and Programs. This paper contends that since 
majority of the target group (Women) reside in the rural 
areas and are the true custodians of the forest resources, 
any program framed and is elitist, urban based and above 
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all alienate the target group is one that is bound to be 
sterile devoid of the active and meaningful participation 
required and will consequently become a failure. For so 
long that the concept of gender inclusion is not taken into 
cognizance viz-a-viz community development the broader 
question of sustainable development will continue to elude 
us.  
 
A Case for Women Voices 
Though outspoken political commitment exist on nearly all 
levels to integrate gender consideration into policy 
development, reality always is given a back seat. Policy 
decisions in most cases ignore completely the 
capacities/capabilities of women. This can be seen in the 
approved National Forest Policy (2006) that is gender 
neutral.  
 
Women comprise of a larger percentage of those living 
below the power line in rural areas in Nigeria, they also 
constitute approximately 65 percent of the farm labour 
force. Approximately 70 percent of those who live on less 
than 1 dollar each day are Women (Social Watch, 2007 & 
2008). Women work two thirds of the world’s working 
hours yet receive only 10 percent of the world’s income 
(Oxfam, 2007).   
 
Climate Change, Energy security and food security are 
overarching processes that have renewed focus on the 
world’s forests. However, when it comes to moderating the 
impact of these broad processes on forests and people, 
gender inequalities are increasingly viewed as a weak link. 
Indeed, excluding women from their fair share of benefits 
and a meaningful role in decisions may undermine 
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intended outcomes.  For many developing countries, wood 
will remain the most important source of energy. The rising 
price of oil and increasing concern for climate change will 
result in increased use of wood as fuel in both developed 
and developing countries. 
 
However thoroughly one recognizes the importance of 
forests to livelihoods, poverty, sustainability, and 
conservation, the full potential of forests may never be 
grasped without an understanding of how women and men 
use forest resources differently. If decision making in 
forestry programs and policies follows a “gender-neutral” 
pathway, the implementation of those programs will not 
garner the knowledge and skills, nor address the needs, of 
half of the rural population. Gender- and wealth-
disaggregated data on the resource management practices 
of forest- and agroforestry-dependent communities needs 
to be consistently and regularly gathered. 
 
Recently, the need for gender-disaggregated data on the 
forestry workforce was reinforced by a United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe–FAO study on women in 
forestry in Europe: 
 

Ideas of specific masculine or feminine qualities are 
connected to certain roles, positions, tasks and 
professions in individuals. The perception of what is 
“appropriate” for men and women forms the basis 
for the distribution of work, the design and 
evaluation of different tasks, and the criteria for 
promotions. Forestry is not an exception to this 
since it has been generally regarded as an arena 
mainly for men’s work, business and governance. 
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Within organizations, from households to companies 
and authorities, a gendered organizational logic is at 
work, which not only reproduces a structure of 
gender division but also, paradoxically, at the same 
time, makes gender invisible. Gender invisibility 
takes many forms. . . . In many countries, reliable 
statistics on the demographics of the forestry 
workforce are difficult to obtain, and when it 
concerns women’s participation, data are virtually 
non-existent (FAO 2006b: 1). 

 
 
Definition of Gender Terms   
To provide greater insights and basis of gender analysis 
definition of terms are relevant. Since gender connects 
specific roles and responsibilities including benefits in 
communities, it becomes relevant to articulate forests 
management policies and practices which is the focus of 
this Chapter. 
 
 
Gender: Refers to socially constructed roles, 
responsibilities and opportunities associated with men and 
women, as well as hidden power structures that govern the 
relationships between them. 
 
 
Gender analysis: is a systematic effort to identify and 
understand the roles, needs, opportunities, capacities and 
life circumstances of women and men in a given – or more 
often a changing – socio-economic context 
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Gender equality: Equality exists when men and women 
are attributed equal social value, equal rights and equal 
responsibilities and have equal access to the means 
(resources, opportunities) to exercise them. 
 
 
Gender mainstreaming: Involves taking into account 
gender equality concerns in all policy, programme, 
administrative and financial activities, and in 
organizational procedures, thereby contributing to a 
profound organizational transformation. This includes both 
the core policy decisions of an organization, and the small 
every-day decisions of implementation. 
 
 
Gender balance: The ratio of women to men in any given 
situation. Gender balance is achieved when there are 
approximately equal numbers of men and women present 
or participating. This is sometimes also referred to as 
gender parity. 
 
 
Profiling the Nigerian Rural Woman 
The aim of the section is to isolate the social category of the 

woman so that capturing and comprehending the dialects 

of her existence in relation to others would be more 

objectively appreciated. It is within the historical and 

dynamic context that we intend to deal with the women 

empowerment question in program and policies and point 

out the need for a change in approach. There are some 

important questions that arise as follows:  
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(i) Who is the rural woman?  

(ii) To what extent is she really different from other 

women?  

(iii) What are her veritable potentials?  

(iv) How really important is she in the dynamic process of 

social development?  

(v) What is her realistic placement in the fundamental 

question of women empowerment in Nigeria?   

In this segment of the paper, an attempt shall be made to 

address these questions as a background for the analysis of 

the subject matter. 

This perhaps explains the lingering ambiguity and 

confusion that has characterized the way she is viewed by 

many people in the country. for example, to many people 

she is a mere common woman, an illiterate and or/ignorant 

woman, a rural dweller or just simple a poor folk (Bitek, 

1967 Olutunbosun, 1975: Ijere, 1992: and Otite and Okali, 

1990). Why this explanation is correct to an extent, in 

consequence rather than accept, hook line and sinker, 

peripherally stereotypical descriptions of the rural woman 

in Nigeria and the nature and character of her existence, we 

feel it is conceptually and analytically more apt to situate 

her within the context of the socio-economic foundations of 

the nation. This would require analyzing the type of 

economic activities she engages in (especially in the rural 
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community where she comes from) on the other hand and 

the significance of this to the existence of the nation 

generally, on the other. 

Osuman (1997:39-40) put one of such perspective forward 

when she conceptualizes rural woman as 

…the poorest of the poor and unduly oppressed by 

national and international injustice… In Nigeria, the 

rural women live in the rural areas without 

amenities to make life easy. They engage in non-

market economy, where 70 or 80 percent are 

involved in subsistence work (which most often 

comes from the open fields or the forests). The 

common characteristic of these women is their 

simple mindedness and their stooped and haggard 

looking form. They are always ragged and aged 

before their time. This is due to the long, hard day 

they experience daily. 

Categorically therefore, the rural woman appears to be the 

least developed and marginal creature locked out of the 

material advancement of humanity; this simply implies that 

the woman in the rural area suffers lack of inclusion in as 

much as she in most cases is the back bone of the family. 

Ode (2000:6) opines that she is the stark illiterate in the 

interior country side, who has no access to any information 

whatsoever, and even where she does; lack’s the ability to 

analyze such for want of a reference point.  
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The proceeding analysis raises a number of issues which 

underpin the kernel of this paper and need to be closely 

examined. One of these is the fact that the rural woman is a 

very critical variable in the Nigerian political economy. 

Indeed the survival of the rural economy on which most 

segment rely (Olodepo, 1990: Olutunbosun, 1975: Ijere, 

1992 and Otite and Okali, 1990) depends on her. The 

average rural woman spends at least 10-11 hours daily 

hoeing, planting, weeding or harvesting (both timber and 

Non timber forest materials which are basic requirements 

of the family), during and after the raining season. 

According to one survey conducted by Akamuda (1998), 

women in most rural community in Nigerian carry out 

herculean burden of work in the farm like bringing food 

and fuel home from far away farms in the bush. They walk 

long distance to fetch water, besides pounding grinding and 

generally cleaning the house and cooking (Osuman, 1997: 

and Ochefu, 1999). They carry out these back-breaking and 

time consuming chores with no remuneration, no 

education, no rights of inheritance to land or other 

property, no credit facilities and most crucially, no reprieve. 

It has been established that this burden of farm work 

coupled with child bearing and housekeeping, adversely 

affects the health of rural women (Akumadu, 1998).  

The second fact that flows from our operational definition 

that needs to be emphasized is that, despite her firmly 

established importance, both in time past and at present, 

the logic of our social system within which the woman 
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exists makes her powerless. The rural woman has been, 

and still is, the most marginalized as a result of the 

peripheral position she and her abode occupy in the power 

matrix of the nation’s political economy. As a corollary of 

this she has all along been, and still is a victim of inequality, 

exploitation and oppression by the state and other 

comparatively more powerful members of the society, 

whether men or women. Ode is therefore basically correct 

when she asserts that this category of women and so the 

question of exploring them for possible meaningful results 

is completely out of national discourse (Ode, 2006:6). In 

this connection, they are vulnerable to the predatory 

dispositions of their petty bourgeois counterpart on whom 

they rely as torch bearers.  

Then too, within the context of cross-gender relations, the 

rural woman would appear to be worse off compared to her 

urban counterpart. The most malignant ideology of sexism 

prevails in the rural arrears and the victims are usually 

women and their children. It is within this context that the 

culture of male domination in our society is conceived, 

articulated, justified and perpetuated. Right from the start, 

the female gender is socialized to internalize this pervasive 

and insidious world view which promotes the ideology that 

subjects the rural woman in particular and women in 

Nigeria generally to economic manipulations, sexual 

exploitation and political marginalization (Mazrui, 1991: 

Ochefu, 1998;) 
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Generally speaking, rural women and women in Nigeria 

whether as farmers, artisans, peasants, workers, nomads, 

or unemployed people, occupy the lowest stratum of the 

Nigerian social structure. Presently (as has been the case in 

the past), they are the proverbial beasts of burden 

(Akumadu, 1993). Their defining characteristics therefore 

include their real income, social status as well as rights 

(rights to be heard) which is very dim, has continued to 

decline over the years as the cost of living in the rural areas 

has gone up, they live below the poverty line and are 

subjected to forms of alienation;  

This category of Nigerian women suffers the triple tyranny 
of prejudices, societal obstacles and even nature itself. We 
have also shown that because the rural women question in 
Nigeria concerns the survival of so many millions of human 
beings, it is a legitimate question of the survival of the 
nation. In this regard, it is necessarily fundamental to the 
women empowerment question in Nigeria, being the 
struggle to enthrone social justice, equity and fair play in 
cross-gender relations on one hand, and in the totality of 
our social system on the other. 
 
Women and Forest: Roles and Importance 
In Nigeria the situation of women in terms of environment 
is rather indefinable. Most women in Africa are directly 
dependent on their local environment and sustainable 
natural systems for their own and their families’ survival. 
Maathai (2009) stated that not only is Africa most 
vulnerable to climate change, but there is a strong need to 
explore development focus solutions for adaptation with a 
particular focus on the role of women. 
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It is on record that women all over the world have played 
very vital roles in Community development as well as 
capacity enhancement of the society in one way or the 
other. Although many cases of women successfully 
managing community groups in participatory forestry and 
agroforestry field projects can be identified, women 
continue to be nominal stakeholders in the decision making 
and planning of decentralized and local forestry programs.  
 
Women are the principal practitioners of traditional 
agroforestry in production systems such as home gardens 
in traditional societies especially in Africa (Kumar and Nair 
2004). They are also often innovators who develop or adapt 
new agroforestry technologies, such as dairy fodder and the 
domestication of indigenous fruits (World Agroforestry 
Centre 2008).Yet their presence in policy, decision making, 
and the science of agroforestry remains proportionally 
minimal. 
 
Women are engaged in many roles in the forest industry in 
the developing world, often in the most menial jobs in 
sawmills or plantation nurseries. Women also gain 
employment in catering and prostitution in forest logging 
camps. However, an overall lack of data exists with regard 
to women’s employment in large-scale forest enterprises. 
This lack of visibility of women’s employment in forest 
industry data suggests the likelihood of poorer working 
conditions and lower remuneration.  
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Importance of incorporating gender in forestry and 
management 
Engaging women in forest management improves 
prospects for sustainable forest management, ensuring 
benefits are distributed equitably and enhancing the 
efficiency of policy implementation. 
 
Efficiency: The inclusion of women in executive 
committees in communities will help community forest 
management groups frame more acceptable extraction and 
protection rules; they also help decrease violations by the 
community (Agarwal 2009, 2010a). In addition, since 
women sometimes notice illegal cuttings missed by male 
guards, the inclusion of women in management also 
improved forest protection. 
 
Equity: Engaging both women and men in forest 
management empowers marginalised groups, enabling 
them to voice and act on their needs and preferences 
(Agarwal 2009, 2010a). Through adaptive collaborative 
management, researchers also help increase the decision 
making and bargaining power of marginalised groups, 
especially women (Colfer 2005a, 2005b). 
 
Policy: Ignoring gender in policy research may distort the 
understanding of human impacts on resource management, 
hinder forestry planning and skew resource allocation 
(FAO 2007, PRB 2001). Conversely, studying and 
incorporating the knowledge of both men and women helps 
generate more accurate and clearer research results 
(Hovorka 1998). 
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Framing Gender Responsive Policies and Programmes  
In order to achieve the goal of empowerment of our women 
folk through the involvement of the majority of them in the 
rural areas, there is the need to begin to view the rural 
areas and the inhabitants or host communities as important 
variables of development and not as impediments. In this 
connection, rather than carry the women empowerment 
programs to the rural women, we should learn to actively 
and meaningfully involve them right from the onset. They 
should be the building blocks for the actualization of rural 
programs and projects.  
 
There is also a need for proper education of our women on 
their rights as a group and their importance in the 
dynamics of the Nigeria economy as this will get them 
interested in national development. It is note-worthy also 
that though political commitment exists on nearly all levels 
to integrate gender consideration into policy development, 
reality always takes a back seat. Policy decisions ignore 
completely the capacities of women. However, women’s 
role and representation in decision making that pertain to 
the forest sector are very limited, thus the need to provide a 
platform for high level policy discussion and cooperation 
which will include active and meaningful participation of 
women in the development of sustainable forest 
management strategies. 
Other issues to be taken into consideration include: 

 Educating the rural women and raising their 
awareness on sustainable agricultural practices to 
enhance ecological protection through forest 
restoration is needed in the rural areas for proper 
management of biosphere. 
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 Increasing women’s numbers in meetings and 

committees to build a critical mass, encouraging 
women to speak up (Agarwal 2001, 2010a, 2010b) 

 
 A gender strategy should be developed to ensure 

that benefits are equitably shared and that people 
with the least access to education, training, and 
information will be provided with opportunities to 
actively and meaningfully participate. 

 
 Provide demand-driven support and training to 

those groups that already exist following an analysis 
of problems and opportunities in forest access and 
resource use. 
 

 Actively involve groups of women in advocacy and 
organization to improve their access to decision 
making in the management of forest resources. 
 

Conclusion 
The rural woman plays a very important role in the 
biosphere (planting, weeding, storage and marketing) and 
should remain VISIBLE to the policy makers through 
gender responsive forest programs and policies. Further 
research is required to promote a more consciously 
gender-oriented research, outreach, and scaling-up 
strategies. 
 
This paper examines the socio-economic status of the rural 
forest communities, rural women and the implication of 
this on framing gender responsive forestry policies and 
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programs. The paper also observes that past empowerment 
programmes aimed at community development recorded 
abysmal failure because it tends to be elitist in nature, 
urban based and in fact alienated the target group.  
 
This has created problems and challenges of involving 
target groups in the development issues and processes in a 
way it could give them a sense of belonging. In order to 
address this problem, the paper advocates a pragmatic and 
positive approach, which involves mobilization and 
sensitization for the target population (women) in a way 
and manner that guarantees their survival as human beings 
in the general scheme of things. 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 
PROMOTING COMMUNITY-BASED FOREST 
MANAGEMENT OPTION: THE ROLE OF CSOs 
 
Prince Barbs Preye Pawurui 

It is obvious from the foregoing that though the 

Community Based Forest Management option has 

certain challenges, also has several inherent 

advantages and benefits which make this option 

preferred to others. The Community-Based Forest 

Management option should be promoted by all 

stakeholders which also include the Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs). 

In promoting the Community-Based Forest 

Management option, the Civil Society Organizations 

(CSOs) seem better placed than other management 

types, however,  a lot needs to be done to address the 

above challenges associated with the Community – 

Based Forest Management option. In particular, the 

Forest Host Community as part of the larger Civil 

Society, look up to the Civil Society Organizations which 

are visible faces and voice of the people, to take up the 
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role of addressing the above challenges and so does 

every stakeholder. This is where the Civil Society 

Organizations are needed. The role of the Civil Society 

Organizations in promoting the Community-Based 

Forest Management cannot be ignored. 

 

Introduction 

This chapter distinguishes between state and non-state 

actors’ involvement in forests management approaches. 

While it explores the prospects for each, community based 

forests management system is preferred for its obvious 

advantages over other forest management types. Since 

CBFM is community based and managed by the 

communities themselves, such scope does prevent theft 

and abuse of forests and its resources and wanton 

biodiversity loss.     

There are several categories of forests management types 

to confront the menace of deforestation and climate 

change. However, those generally adopted in the literature 

are presented and discussed to improve practice. 

 

Forest Management Options 
It is pertinent in this discourse to examine the various 

forest management options presently adopted to point out 

certain challenges, advantages and benefits associated with 
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each forest management option. In doing this, it will 

become obvious why one forest management option is 

preferred to the other and why it should be promoted by all 

stakeholders including the Civil Society Organizations 

(CSOs). 

 

 
The various forest management options are: 
 
National Government-Based Forest Management  

 Owned, managed and controlled by the National 
Government of a Country. 

 Funded by National Governments and sometimes in 
collaboration with development partners. 

 Local and international revenue generation to 
National Government through Eco – Tourism, forest 
concession and leases, and Research related 
activities. Sometimes the federal government 
involvement is basically for revenue generation. 

 Excludes forest Host Communities participation that 
are often evicted or criminalized in the process. 

 Further, it encourages Forest resource theft and loss 
of Biodiversity. 

 Management and control is by the paid employees 
and agents of National Government. These paid 
agents and employees may not be people from the 
forest Host Communities. Weak capacities and lack 
of resources including poor salary remain 
institutional problems facing it.   

 In such instances, sustainable exploitation of forest 
resources cannot be guaranteed. 
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 Example of this is the Okomu National Park in Ovia 
South-West, L.G.A. Edo State, Afi Mountain Wild life 
Sanctuary and Cross River State National Park in 
Boki L.G.A. of Cross River State all in Nigeria. In these 
instances, outright ban of community members 
dependent on such forests is seriously under 
contention.  

 
In this type of forests management approach, the federal 
government initiates and manages such projects including 
policy and oversight functions. 
 
 
State Government-Based Forest Management  
This is similar to the federal government forests 
management approach but conducted under regional or 
state control.  

 It is owned, managed and controlled by State 
Government. 

 Funded by State Government and sometimes in 
collaboration with development partners. 

 State Government revenue generation through Eco-
Tourism, research related activities and exploitation 
of forest resources. 

 Excludes forest Host communities’ participation. 
 Encourages forest resource theft and leads to loss of 

Biodiversity. 
 Management and control by paid employees of State 

Government through the state department of 
forestry. 

 Sustainable exploitation of forest resource cannot be 
guaranteed 
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 An example of this is Ekenwan forest reserve in Ovia 
North-East L.G.A. of Edo State, and several others in 
Cross- River, Ekiti, Ondo, Delta and Taraba States. 

Corporate organization-Based Forest Management  
Recently, corporations are getting more involved in forests 
appropriation under the guise of conservation and the 
protection of biodiversity. However, the real motive is 
investment in forests for speculation and as sinks or stocks 
for the sole aim of greed and profit maximization.  

 Owned, managed and controlled by Corporate 
Organizations. 

 For profit making to the corporations through Eco-
Tourism, research related activities, forest resource 
exploitation and also to serve as Carbon Market -
Driven carbon sinks as REDD and REDD++ Project. 
This is a false solution to the dreaded Climate 
Change menace orchestrated by corporations and 
their State cronies and promoted by UNFCCC. 

 Managed and controlled by the Corporations 
themselves or their paid employees or contractors. 

 May or may not involve forest Communities 

participation. 

 Encourages forest resource theft and leads to loss of 

Biodiversity.  

In a recent field work some community members testify 

of the illegal logging going on with barges from the 

villages in Edo sate to Koko in Delta state.  

In continuation of the patrol to Ajoki village, the 

forest patrol team also discovered a lot of illegal 

logs, but were prevented from administering any 
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seizure mark by the irate / militant youths of the 

area. It is worthy of note to mention the existence of 

barge owned by NPDC. This barge has been a vehicle 

for the perpetration of illegality in the area, as the 

barge can ferry Ten (10) Timber Lorries to koko at 

once” - K.I Omorogbe, Area Forest officer, Okada. 

According to sources, the Honorable Commissioner of 

Environment disclosed that: 

reports have confirmed that bulldozers were in 

Gelegele forest reserve bringing down the forest by 

un-authorized individuals and groups of people. He 

said that there were also reports of logs movement 

from Gelegele forest reserve. He blamed the people 

engaging in any of those nefarious activities in that 

forest reserve. He frowned at the attitude of the 

peoples concerned and gave assurance that the 

government must protect the forest. 

 Sustainable exploitation of forest resources cannot 

be guaranteed. 

 Examples of this are; the defunct African Timber and 

Plywood Company in Ofunama Forest reserve, Ovia 

South - West L.G.A. Edo State. The Nigerian 

Conservation Foundation (NCF) / CHEVRON OIL 

COMPANY project in Ikota, Lekki Peninsula, in Lagos 

State and the Nigerian Conservation Foundation 

(NCF) / SHELL PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT (SPDC) 

COMPANY Biodiversity conservation project in 
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Gelegele Forest reserve in Ovia North-East L.G.A and 

Urhonigbe forest in Orhiomwon L.G.A. Edo State, 

Nigeria. 

While some were successful, the destruction and pillaging 

they left behind and refusal to conduct afforestation 

projects shows that they are mainly out to exploit the 

forests on a large scale for profits. 

 

Community-Based Forest Management  

The focus on community based forests management 

technique is very low but are now being embraced 

gradually.  

 Owned, managed and controlled by forest Host 

communities. 

 Funded by development partners and other funding 

agencies 

 For the development of forest Host communities 

through sustainable exploitation of forest resources 

with the aim of preserving and conserving 

biodiversity for future generation of community 

people and the society at large. 

 Managed and controlled by forest Host communities 

through a Community-Based Association with 

clearly defined governance structures. 

 Does not encourage theft of forest resources and no 

loss of Biodiversity. 

 

Most often the success of community based forests 

management system hinges on the amount of government 
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support in terms of decentralisation, capacity building and 

funding.  

One of the strong positions taken by world development 

institutions and mostly the conservation organization is 

that local communities where natural resources are found 

have a right of active participation in the management of 

such natural resources. 

 

The argument albeit, contested by some conservation 

groups and biologist is that human population in and 

around areas of conservation have age long experience of 

these resources and will therefore be willing and interested 

in sustaining them as part of their heritage as well as 

benefiting from products, goods and services that the 

natural resources provide. 

If people are allowed to participate in and benefit from the 

use of natural resources, they will have vested interest in 

taking good care and ensuring that they don’t become 

depleted. 

 

 In this way, sustainable exploitation of Forest 

Resources is guaranteed. 

 Examples of Community-Based Forest Management 

are the Biakwan Light Project in Abontakon 

Community in Ikom Local Government Area, Mbe 

Mountain  Communities ( Banba, Bokalum, Kawyang 

1 and 2, Wulu 1 and 2, Abo Ogbagante,  Abo Obisu 

and Abo Mkpang Communities), Boki L.G. A and 
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Ekuru Forest all in Cross – River State, and Buru and 

Ngel Forest of Taraba State. 

 

 

Challenges of Community-Based Forest Management  

It is obvious from the foregoing that though the Community 

Based Forest Management option has certain challenges, it 

also has several inherent advantages and benefits which 

make this option preferred to others. The Community-

Based Forest Management option should be promoted by 

all stakeholders which also include the Civil Society 

Organization (CSOs). However in promoting the 

Community Based Forest Management option the following 

challenges must be addressed. 

First, defining new ownership and Drafting new forest 

management policies and influencing policy makers to 

support community participation in the management of 

Forest Reserve can be an uphill task. Policy makers often 

lack appreciation for devolution of power and local 

processes in CBFM. Hence, drafting new legal frame work 

and influencing the legislature to enact law that will 

support Community Participation in Forest management 

Policies and devolution of forest management powers to 

the Forest Host Communities for the effective ownership, 

Management and Control of Forests remain major 

drawbacks. 
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Secondly, Training and Capacity building of the Forest Host 

Communities to be able to effectively manage and control 

the Forest as well as community exchange visit Programme 

to other Forest Host Communities locally or internationally 

to exchange experiences and cross fertilize ideas are hardly 

feasible without external support. 

Thirdly, there is need to set up Community Governance 

Structure for the effective management and control of the 

Forest, Registration of a Community Based Association 

(CBA) with the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC). This 

Community Based Association which shall be saddled with 

the responsibility of managing and controlling the forest 

should have a three tier structure which include; Board of 

trustees, Forest Management committees and the General 

Assembly of Communities within and around the forest. 

Fourthly, sourcing for funds to manage and control the 

forest remains the biggest obstacle. Forest Management 

and control involve quite a good sum of funds, which the 

communities cannot raise on their own. Local and 

International Development Partners and funders need to be 

involved and partner with them. 

Fifthly, organize Periodic Stakeholders Consultative 

meetings to articulate the views, opinions and contribution 

of the critical Stakeholders. The stakeholders include 

Government institutions, Ministries, Departments and 

Agencies, Forest Host Communities, the media, civil society 

organizations, the Legislature, Local and international 
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Development partners and donor agencies and the 

Academia. The decisions from such meetings must be sent 

to relevant authorities for action. Finally, organizing media 

campaign to raise awareness on the benefit of CBFM system 

has yielded only marginal results with much room for 

engagement and improvement. 

 

Role of Civil Society organisations in promoting 

Community- Based Forest Management Option 

In promoting the Community-Based Forest Management 

option, the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) seem better 

placed than other management types, however, a lot needs 

to be done to address the above challenges associated with 

the Community – Based Forest Management option. In 

particular, the Forest Host Community as part of the larger 

Civil Society, look up to the Civil Society Organizations 

which are visible faces and voice of the people, to take up 

the role of addressing the above challenges and so does 

every stakeholder. This is where the Civil Society 

Organizations are needed. The role of the Civil Society 

Organizations in promoting the Community-Based Forest 

Management cannot be ignored. Some of the strategies are 

presented below. 
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Organise Stakeholders Consultative Forum 

Stakeholders’ consultative forum can bring all the 

stakeholders in the Forest Management business to a round 

table, to discuss the appropriateness of the Community-

Based Forest Management strategies, its challenges, and 

benefits. The forum should bring together critical 

Stakeholders such as Government Institutions, Ministries, 

Departments and agencies involved in forest management, 

the forest Host Communities, the legislature, Civil Society 

Organizations, Academia, Local and International 

Development partners, donor agencies, the Media, 

professionals and experts working in forest management 

and Corporations. The suggestions and views of the 

Stakeholders are articulated into a policy document, which 

shall assist the Civil Society Organization in defining new 

policy direction on forest management and shall help in 

influencing Government policy on forest management. The 

document should be presented to the relevant Government 

authorities for appropriate action so that they can back it 

up with regulations. 

 

Engage Policy Makers on Community-Based Forests 

Management 

It is necessary that policy makers be engaged to influence 

and redefine new forest policy direction with the aim of 

getting them to support the Community-Based Forest 

Management option. Policy makers should be made to 
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understand the benefits and advantages of the Community-

Based Forest Management option. 

 

The legislature being critical stakeholders in forest 

management business must be engaged so as to create 

awareness and sensitize them of the benefits and 

advantages of the Community-Based Forest Management 

option. Draft a Bill to the legislature seeking a legislative 

backing for the community-Based Forest Management 

option and for the purpose of devolution of Forest 

Management powers to the forest Host Communities. With 

this legislative backing and devolution of Forest 

Management powers, the Forest Host Communities can 

take over their Forest, Manage and control the Forest for 

the good and benefit of their Communities, the larger 

society and future generations. 

 

Capacity Building and Training for Forests Host 

Communities 

The people of Forest Host Communities, who before now 

have not had a formal training of forest management, need 

to be trained and re – trained on Forest management. They 

also need training on some specialized areas that will be 

relevant to the Forest Management; such as Demarcation of 

the forest, forest Surveying and mapping, security and 

patrol of the forest. Financial, accounting and managerial 

training and capacity building must be organized for 

community people.  The need for community exchange visit 

to other Forest Host Communities already involved in 
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Community – Based Forest Management cannot be over 

emphasized. This will enable them share experiences and 

cross – fertilize ideas. 

 

Set Up Community Forests Governance Structure 

A Community-Based Forest Governance Structure must be 

set up and clearly defined. A Governance structure that 

shall be composed of the General Assembly of all the 

communities involved in the particular forest, Forest 

Management Committees for the communities involved in 

the particular forest and Board of Trustees. This is a three 

tier governance structure. 

 

This must be organized in such a way that it constitutes a 

Community Based Association of the communities involved. 

The Association should be registered with Corporate Affairs 

Commission as a Community Based Organization (CBO). 

The Association must have a Constitution and Forest bye-

laws. 

 

Engage Local and International Development Partners 

 

Funding agents and Development Partners are critical 

Stakeholders in Community- Based Forest Management 

option. There are several donor agencies and development 

partners whose core interest is to encourage grass root 

development and funding of Community-Based Forest 

Management option. The Community-Based Forest 

Management option involves quite a good amount of 
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finance which the Forest Host Communities are unable to 

provide. It is therefore necessary that Local and 

international Development Partners and funding agents be 

involved. 

 

Engage the Media 

The media should not be left out. Rather, they should be 

engaged in Community – Based Forest Management option 

for the purpose of creating awareness and sensitizing the 

public. The local and international media must be engaged 

for proper dissemination of information. 

 

Engage Professionals 

Services and advice of professionals in Forest Management 

techniques and other relevant skills that shall help promote 

the Community-Based Forest Management are necessary. 

Experts and Professionals must be engaged to make 

contribution to the success of the Community-Based Forest 

Management, especially in the areas of training, skills 

acquisition and capacity building for members of the forest 

Host Communities and members of the Governance 

structure. Demarcation, surveying and mapping of the 

forest requires expert and skilled personnel. The Forest 

must be demarcated into various zones; CORE, BUFFER and 

TRANSITION zones for effective management and control. 

This requires expert services. The Surveying and Mapping 

of various species of Trees in the Forest requires the 

services of a Dendrologist as well as a Surveyor.  
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The naming and classifying of Biodiversity in the Forest, 

whether extinct or living requires the services of a 

Taxonomist. These are expert services which the 

Community people cannot readily provide. 

 

Supervision and Periodic Consultative Meetings 

The Civil Society Organizations must supervise the 

community Governances arrangement to make sure the 

Forest is managed and controlled according to set down 

rules and action plan as agreed by the Stakeholders. 

Periodic stakeholders meetings must be organized to 

assess the success and to take and make further views, 

opinions, contributions and advice of the stakeholders. The 

result of the stakeholders meeting should be articulated 

into a policy document and be sent to relevant authorities 

for policy improvement and implementation. 
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Conclusion 

This paper has discussed options for forests management 

currently in operation in Nigeria. Why most of the options 

are top down and driven by technocrats, the more 

favourable and viable option is the community based 

forests management schemes. By being community-led, it 

has some advantages over and above the other options 

driven by government officials or corporations’ interest 

hinged on profit.  

In its present form, CBFM system is only being 

implemented with minimal results. The obstacles are many 

including the lack of political will for the devolution of 

power to the communities. Until this hurdle is crossed the 

gains of forests management to reduce the rate of 

deforestation and climate change will continue to be 

elusive.  
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