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About us
Environmental Rights Action (ERA) is a Nigerian advocacy non-governmental organization founded on January
11,1993 to deal with environmental human rights issues. ERA is the Nigerian chapter of Friends of the Earth
International (FoEI), the world environmental justice federation campaigning to protect the environment and to create
sustainable societies.
ERA/FoEN is also co-coordinating Friends of the Earth Africa (FoEA) campaign on Food Sovereignty as well as Climate
Justice and Energy (CJE). ERA is the premier winner of the Sophie Prize, the international award in environment and
development. The organization is also a member 3 of the Green Actors of West Africa (GOWA), Network for the
Accountability of Tobacco Transnationals (NATT), and the Framework Convention Alliance (FCA). ERA/FoEN is the
co-ordinating NGO for the Nigeria Tobacco Control Alliance (NTCA). It is the host of the Africa Tobacco Control
Regional Initiative (ATCRI).
ERA/FoEN currently operates four offices: Benin (Headquarters), Port Harcourt, Lagos and Yenagoa. The organization
has 25 full-time staff and several volunteers.
ERA/FoEN Programme Areas:
Forest and Biodiversity
Deforestation
Resisting Plantations/Monocultures
Community Forest Management
Community Rights
Drought and Desertification
Gender Justice
Food Sovereignty
GMOs
Land Rights and Agribusiness (Economic Justice)
Climate and Agriculture
Agrofuels
Gender Justice
Democracy Outreach Programme
Legal Resources
Community Resource Centers
Policy Advocacy
Media
Election Monitoring
Budget Advocacy
Gender Justice
Corporate Accountability and Environmental Health
Tobacco Control
Water and Sanitation
Community Health
Trade and Corporate
Energy and Extractives
Mining
Oil and Gas
Energy Sovereignty
Climate Justice
International Financial Institutions (IFIs)
Renewables
Gender Justice
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Paris Agreement
Missed Significant Target
To Curb Climate Change
By Godwin Uyi Ojo

A

fter more than 20 years of intense negotiations by the
Conference of Parties, the United Nations Framework
Convention for Climate Change (UNFCCC) finally
adopted a Treaty on how to conduct mitigation and adaptation
measures to combat climate change. While mitigation is on
how to cut back emissions preferably at source, adaptation is
on how to cope with the impacts of climate change. But the
question begging for answer is this: 'Does this Treaty mark a
significant shift toward curbing climate change?' The answer is
capital NO. The Treaty is disappointedly a non-binding one
because it favours voluntary mechanism rather than a legally
binding mechanism.

It is no more than kicking the can down the road. It is
imperative that we analyse the opportunities and challenges
which the Paris Agreement presents. First, a key area of unfair
treatment meted by developed countries to developing
countries is in the weak ambition in curbing climate change.
Although the agreement recognizes limiting temperature rise
under I.5 degrees, a position informed by science and pushed
by global civil society groups but it has been subordinated
within a 2 degrees development pathway. Clearly, equity and
fairshares on the global carbon bank that should hold
developed countries accountable has not been used to
generate solutions.
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Second, although national governments
commit to public disclosure of emission
reduction in reporting, monitoring and
evaluation in relation to the uploaded
Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution (INDC) targets, yet, there is
no ambition to cut back emissions at
source. Clearly, INDCs aggregate so far
is on a 3 degrees trajectory making it
hard if not impossible to realize a 2
degrees within the pledged
commitments. For Africa, where the
mean temperature rise is higher than the
global mean this would translates that
Africa will be roasted.
Thirdly, in terms of adaptation, although
the treaty acknowledges historical
responsibility by developed countries
responsible for the release of carbon
emissions into the atmosphere, yet the
finance that is required for developing
countries to adapt is based only on
voluntary mechanism of US$100 billion
from 2020 rather than legally binding.
Also, what happens between now and
2020 remains unclear.

Discourse

Fourthly, the loss and damage by
catastrophic climate change from
excessive floods, persistent droughts and
storms often lead to serious harm to
mother earth, destruction of livelihoods,
and loss of lives. A legally binding
mechanism for compensation from
climate impact on loss and damage has
been precluded from the agreement and
this has let the developed countries off
the hook. It has placed the burden of
addressing climate change on the door
steps of the developing countries rather
than the developed countries.
Fifthly, the term decarbonisation has
been eliminated and substituted with a
weak and vague term: carbon neutrality.
The Treaty seeks to vigorously promote
false solutions such as carbon markets
and agro-fuels that compete with
farmlands and food crops for fuel. It
promotes reducing emissions from
d e g r a d a t i o n a n d d e f o re s t a t i o n
(REDD+), and carbon capture and
storage (CCS) technologies that are yet
to be proven and thereby poses serious
risks.

Clearly, the voice of the people, farmers,
fishermen and communities the world
over have been compromised and the
rights to food and water have not been
guaranteed. The governments have
reflected more the interests of the
corporations rather than the citizens they
represent.
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Way Forward
Since real solutions lies in the people, civil society groups will continue to mobilize and
build people power to alter the power imbalance currently in favour of corporations.
We recommend that:
there is need to kick big time polluters out of the CoP process so that dirty energy
companies involved in huge emissions are not part of the decision making
process.
since the Treaty has a limited and vague vision of reducing emissions we propose
the urgent decarbonisation of the economy and the energy sector by recognizing
and promoting an energy transition from oil, gas, coal and other fossil fuels by
2030. Government should divest public finance, subsidies and loans for oil, gas
and coal and these should be invested into renewable energy development.
the Nigerian government should immediately embark on a post petroleum
economy and to diversify the energy mix to renewable sources of energy.
To conclude, two issues emanate from government responses to environmental issues
which lends credence that it is conducting environmental protection as business as

World Leaders at the Paris talks

usual rather than within the populist
change agenda. For example, as was the
case in Copenhagen, the Nigerian
government pledged to end gas flaring
but did not put in place any mechanism
to address this. In Paris, 2015, the World
Bank and the Nigeria government
hatched another crooked plan to end gas
flaring by 2030. We consider this
hypocritical, deceptive and the World
B a n k i n t e r f e re n c e o n n a t i o n a l
sovereignty in a country where gas
flaring has been declared illegal since
1984. We call on the government to end
gas flaring now and not to wait till 2030
when it will be too late
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Prof. Okorodudu-Fubara
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Corruption is Root of
Nigeria's Environmental
Woes
Professor Margaret Okorodudu-Fubara formerly Dean, Faculty of Law at the Obafemi Awolowo University is the first
Nigerian female Professor of Environmental Law. A mother and teacher of teachers. Fubara is also a member of several global
bodies and member of ERA/FoEN Governing Board. She spoke with Akinbode Oluwafemi and Philip Jakpor on several
national and global environmental issues.
Q. How will you assess the state
of the Nigerian environment today?

A. Well, there's still a lot of work that
needs to be done to make our
environment wholesome. I will say the
Nigerian environment is not really where
we want it to be since dating back to
1988 when we started this journey of
advocating for the environment. I'm sure
we can still do better. But then on a scale

of one to10 I think I will rate the state of
the environment five. I think we are like
midway. I hope we will get to our
destination.
Q. So when you say five, what exactly
do you mean?

A. That is like 50 per cent. I think to a
large extent we have laws in place that
we can actually use to improve on the

situation of the environment. There is
some level of awareness in the populace.
but what I'm most happy about is the
number of Communit-Based
Organisations (CBOs) and NonGovernmental Organisations (NGOs)
that have emerged since 1988 helping to
really make sure that the environment of
the country is the way we want it to be.
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I'm not sure where we would have been
without the NGOs.
In fact, I just finished a class today and
we were discussing compliance with,
and enforcement of multi-lateral
environmental agreements like the
natural environmental laws and we
observed that significant milestones
have been contributed by the NGOs.
Without them we would not have known
the level of improvement that has been
made on the Nigerian environment
because there are still so many obstacles
on the part of the government in actually
enforcing the laws that they put in place.

But are we really complying with these
laws? Why do we need to comply? What
are the obstacles that are making it
impossible for us to comply? What are
the obstacles that are even making it
impossible for government to ensure
compliance with these laws?
Government has to make it feasible
because there are some laws that are not
feasible. We still need to do something to
enforce them. Anywhere you go in this
country you still find this cattle
herdsmen. Look at the regulations.
Local governments are supposed to
Q. Are you therefore saying that the
designate cattle routes. So if these
current laws that we have in Nigeria
to guard the environment are enough? herdsmen come into this campus, you
tell them 'you cannot go that route.'If
A. They are more than enough. There
these herdsmen come into this campus
are close to 30 regulations. You don't
today how do you stop them? The
look at the laws alone. The regulations
moment they find fertile grassland
are bulky and that is where we really
around, they'll say 'oh, we hear there are
have the gem of the law that we need to
fertile grounds in OAU, so they'll start
improve on our environment. But how
coming here. Many of these fellows are
many people are aware of these
uneducated. They are illiterates. They
regulations?
are not even aware of the laws we have
made.
What are the alternatives? There
Q. So apart from creating awareness
should be incentives to make them
about these regulations, that means
we have work to do in influencing
comply with these laws. Even at our own
compliance and enforcement?
level there should be incentives to make
A. That's the problem. You know, the
us compliant.
laws, the regulations, treaties, you name
Q. If you look at the way the society is,
it are just one side of the coin. The other
even for that compliance and
side of the coin is compliance with these
enforcement, it also has to be driven
laws and regulations. First of all you need
by government. What advice will you
compliance at the level of the
give to government, in terms of how
to get all citizens to cooperate and
government and you also need
compliance at the individual level.
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comply with these laws? How do we
move from policy to action?

A. I think I will advise the government to
weave incentives into those policies.
Economic incentives should be there
and I think we have to start from the
basics, to make us understand why we
should even comply. If we don't have a
clear understanding of why we should
comply, we will never get it right. So I
believe that the moment you start from
the kindergarten level, we have to weave
in environmental education into our
educational curriculum. Right from
kindergarten level, primary one, we
were taught two plus two is four. There is
no way you will be told that two plus two
is five and you will believe it. Likewise if
we start teaching the kids right from the
primary level that environmental
protection is life, they will grow up with it.
And they will understand why they
shouldn't throw their waste around, why
they should frown at any company that
will come in and start polluting our
environment. They will understand, they
will get it right.
But like I told my students today, I said
you are studying law and ecology in this
class but you are not even up to 0.1 per
cent of the 170 million
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population of this country. When you go
out to the world the people out there
don't understand what you are saying.
Take the NGOs for example. What's the
population of the NGOs to the overall
population of the country? You are well
informed about our environment. But if
all of us, from our primary stage, had
been taught about the importance of the
environment, we will get it right. We will
know that it is life.
Have you seen the latest? The state of
the ocean floor. If you see the state of the
ocean floor, I'm sure many of you will
stop eating some of this frozen fish.

But it is not just the credentials. I am
telling you that she has the wealth of
knowledge and information that she
needs to turn things around for the
environment of this country.
Q. But are we seeing any indication
that we are on that track?

A. Just calm down. You forget that when
she got back from Paris, she took a tour
round the country to ascertain where
and where we have issues? I think she
wants to get her acts right.
Q. So at what point now do we begin
to try to evaluate and, you know?

So many things are happening. And I can tell you because I'm a child of
Niger Delta. I know the difference in the taste of the fish I used to eat
when I was young from the 1950's to the 1960's. From 1970's it started
having bad taste. It is not a make-believe thing. It is real that all these
pollutions are impacting the food that we are eating.

Q. Let us draw it a little bit to the
current situation. What is your take
about the environment policy, if
there is any, of the current
government?

A. I'm very hopeful. This present
government is a government of change.
And it's not just the mantra. Look at the
lady in charge of the environment
ministry that went to COP21. Maybe
that's why I'm so hopeful, because this is
somebody I believe knows her onions
very well. She's very well informed about
the environment. She was our
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
point person, then she was Senior
Special Assistant to Ban Ki-Moon on the
Strategic Development Goals (SDGs).
And all these MDGs and SDGs have
their core in the environment. They talk
of how we can sustain a livable
environment for planet earth, for all of
us, citizens of this earth. So I believe that
she's well groomed in this sphere. Now
she's our minister of environment so it
should not be business as usual anymore
in Nigeria, especially in the environment
sector.

One of the critical environmental
issues now is the implementation of
the UNEP report. Can you give us
your assessment? Will you say that
you are comfortable with the way
this government is handling the
UNEP report?

A. I think it has shifted its gaze from it for
a while. But don't forget that after our last
outing in Abuja, the government came
and demonstrated willingness to take it
and then act on it. I don't think the NGOs
should not rest on their oars now. They
should still keep on reminding this
government that they have something to
do.
Q. So you are sounding a note of
optimism. I mean, as someone who
has worked with UNEP at the
continental level, global level, what
do you see in terms of African
governments' response, broadly, to
the issue of environment? We've not
seen the African Union (AU) coming
out, for instance, very strongly on
issues of the environment. Do you
think that's a direction that we
should also look on for
environmental advocacy?
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A. I'm really worried when we raise this
point that Africans are not doing what
they should be doing because the UN
agency on the environment is in Africa.
That is the United Nations
Environmental Programme (UNEP). Do
you know that it means Africa is the
headquarters for the environmental
management for the world? I keep
wondering. This is the only international
organization that is headquartered in
Africa and there's no reason why we
should not be doing what is right.
Sometimes I just think that maybe it's
because on the average the African is not
really bothered about his environment.
The UNEP that has moved away to
E u r o p e w h e re a l l t h e s e o t h e r
headquarters are, but we had it here at
our doorstep and did not use it to
maximum advantage.
In fact, on the earlier question you raised
about the Ogoni report, yes UNEP did
that research work and up till now, it's
almost going to the fifth year if we are not
careful. After the Ogoni report was
released nothing concrete has been said
in response. Do we need to go abroad
to remind them? But UNEP that carried
it out is gone. After the work, everybody
just sat down. So I think if you have some
criticism on this you are right. I think we
should even blame ourselves. The AU,
Africans should blame themselves
because we are not maximising the
advantage or the privilege that we have
to have the environmental organization
for the whole world headquartered in
Africa. I think it's something the AU still
has to work on.
Q. Let's look at Environmental Impact
Assessment Act. As a lawyer, how
will you rate the level of
implementation and compliance?

A. I think that Act is more hallowed in
breach than in compliance, because
people just do whatever they like. Even
when they claim to have done EIA,
discover they just got somebody to go
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and copy one EIA from somewhere and
then present it to say we have done EIA.
But can you really marry the EIAs that
we have with the actual impact? Even
the layman knows that this is the impact
that you will generate from any
particular action. And sometimes you
find out that activities are just embarked
upon before an EIA is conceived or
carried out.
Q. So what can be done to rescue it?

A. We are now back to compliance with,
and enforcement of laws. That is the core
of environmental policy.
Q. That also leads us somehow to
litigation. We've not made much
progress in terms of litigation in the
areas of the environment. What do
you think is responsible for this?

A. You know what? I always try to
encourage my students and my
colleagues that we should litigate some
of these issues but you find out that
there's so much lethargy, they are so
lethargic.
Q. Maybe it's because they are not
getting justice from the courts?

A. That's one. Poverty state is one of the
reasons. Not many people can engage
lawyers to fight cases out for them in
court. So they just prefer to just lay back
on it. But for the NGOs again, you know
how many cases that ERA/FoEN and the
other NGOs are fighting for
underprivileged people who cannot take
their matters to court? So, even
somehow the rich people. They will say
'nothing will come out of it.'
Q. So what hope for the Niger Delta
communities?

A. The hope for the Niger Delta
communities still lies, first and foremost,
with the NGOs and the CBOs. To be
frank with you, I don't think our situation
is any different from what it was in the
United States when EPA was first passed.

It was mainly the NGOs that fought the
case to ensure that the EIA was
strenuously enforced and complied with.
So I still believe that a lot still depends, a
lot still rests on the shoulders of NGOs in
this country to try and breathe life into
the environmental laws and the treaties
that we have signed in this country.
Q. On another note, how will you
assess the anti-corruption crusade
of President Muhammadu Buhari?

A. I think he's doing a marvelous job in
that regard. Do you know that
corruption is one of the reasons why we
have not gotten it right in compliance
with and enforcement of these
environmental laws?
Q. So there's a linkage between
corruption and environment?

A. Yes. There's a linkage between
corruption and the environment
because poverty is at the root of
environmental devaluation in this

country. Let's say for instance that the
money for arms procurement being
probed by this government was actually
voted for the guys fighting in the war
front, do you know there's a correlation
between environment and war? You
know, in any war that is fought, barring
loss of lives, the environment is impacted
n e g a t i v e l y. Yo u d e s t r o y t h e
environment. Not to talk about the manmade environment. You just look at our
trees. We degrade our environment in
the course of war. And to make it worse,
they say some people corruptly enriched
themselves with the money that was
meant to prosecute the war. Now that
action has an impact on the
environment.
Money that can be used to ensure that
things work out normally in the country
have been embezzled So corruption has
a lot to do with environmental
degradation.
Look at the trees that are being felled. Go
to Ekiti State you will see them there.

Margaret Okorodudu-Fubara

P

rofessor Margaret Okorodudu-Fubara is a 1972 graduate of the
University of Lagos with a distinguished record in environmental law
consulting and university teaching. She was called to the Bar in 1973.
She obtained the LL.M and SJD degrees in 1977 and 1980, respectively, from
Harvard Law School, USA, after a first LL.M. degree from the University of
London, UK in 1975. Professor Okorodudu-Fubara, a former Dean of the
Faculty of Law, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (1995 2000), is
widely published in reputable national and international journals and is the
author of the first Nigerian text book on environmental law.
Professor Okorodudu-Fubara was granted the Senior Fulbright Scholar
Award, 1990/91 and the Robert S. McNamara (World Bank) Fellow,1990/91
to undertake overseas sabbatical as Visiting Scholar at the St. Mary's
University School of Law, San Antonio, Texas, USA, 1990/91. She was
appointed Visiting Professor at the School of Law, University of Oregon,
Eugene, Oregon, USA, 2001/02 where she taught Comparative
Environmental Law.
She was appointed Consultant for the United Nations Environment
Programme, Nairobi, Kenya, 2002/03 engaged as part of the team to prepare
a Draft Manual on the UNEP Guidelines on Compliance with and
Enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
Professor Okorodudu-Fubara is a member of the IUCN and Associate
Member of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law. She was appointed by
the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria Member of the National Universities Commission in
2009. In 2012 she was appointed Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS)
Professor of Taxation (Professorial Chair). Professor Okorodudu-Fubara is a
member of ERA/FoEN Advisory Board.
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Azuzuama

TRAGEDY
Agip Blow Out
Kills 14 In
Azuzuama

O

n Thursday July 9, 2015 ERA/FoEN
learnt of the deaths of 14 persons
along Agip'sTebidabe-Clough Creek
pipeline at a damaged section of the pipeline
during a Joint Investigation Visit (JIV). The
incident is not entirely new in the operations of
the Nigerian Agip Oil Company [NAOC]. The
people of Etieama community in Nembe
Local Government Area (LGA) of Bayelsa
State are yet to forget the deaths of 18 vibrant
youths who were invited to assist during
clamping of a ruptured section of NAOC's
Brass-Ogoda pipeline in year 2000.
According to community folks at Etiema, that
ugly incident was caused by spark from a
machine used during the clamping.
On Sunday July 29, 2012 a similar incident
happened along Agip pipeline within
Ayamabele/Kalaba community environment,
in Okordia clan, Yenagoa LGA. As captured in
an ERA/FoEN field report at the time, while
trying to clamp a spill point, there was a
sudden fire outbreak and 16 persons who
made up the Agip team [including military
men] and 4 community youths escaped
death. However, a machine brought for the
repair job and the bush bore the testimony as
they were seriously damaged.

Community folks at Ayamabele/Kalaba
informed ERA/FoEN that they were
lucky to have escaped unharmed though
some of them missed their way home as
there where no footpaths in the bush
away from the site of the fire.
The incident at Azuzuama in Bassan
Clan, Southern Ijaw LGA is yet another

sad episode from NAOC operations as
the testimonies from bereaved families
and officials of the Bayelsa State Ministry
of Environment below indicates.
TESTIMONIES FROM BEREAVED
FAMILY MEMBERS:

Mr. Italia Clinton, native of Azuzuama
community

One of the young men who died as a
result of that unfortunate fire incident
was my nephew. He was named
Epunumokumo Lynus Sampson
Nume. He had two wives and children.
One of the wives was pregnant too when
he met his sad end on that Thursday. The
night of the incident, I received a call
from one of the wives of the deceased.
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The deceased was my elder sister's son.
The wife called me around mid-night
and informed me that her husband went
to work on the pipeline with some
persons and has not returned. She also
said she heard there was an explosion
and fire at the site in the bush. I tried to
calm her by saying maybe her husband
has run for his life and may be safe
somewhere in the bush. Around 2am my
elder sister called me again on phone.
She told me that they have managed to
visit the area but could not do much
because of the night and so they will
return to the bush in the morning to
search. To my greatest surprise, I
received a call from my elder sister early
in the morning and she told me the sad
news; that her son had been burnt to ash
from the explosion and fire which
occurred as Vowgas Limited, a
contracting firm to AGIPwas repairing a
ruptured spot on the pipeline. According
to her, 19 of them went into the bush and
14 died. My nephew was one of the
victims because he was working directly
with them before the incident happened.
So, on Friday morning I had to go and
meet my uncle, a retired police officer
and we arranged for a speedboat to go
down to the community [from Yenagoa].
When we got to Azuzuama, we
witnessed nothing but grieving relations,
some of them weeping uncontrollably
too. The wife of my nephew and my
elder sister [the mother of the deceased],
were crying. I also joined in the weeping
because it was a great loss to the family. It
was later we held ourselves because the
incident cannot be reversed. We saw the
remains of the dead victims before the
company took them to Port Harcourt to
put them in the morgue. They were burnt
beyond recognition.
Asked if the government or Agip have
approached the bereaved families or
done anything in connection with the
incident, Clinton said:

Two days after we returned to Yenagoa, I
heard over the radio, Governor Seriake
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Dickson saying that Agip has to do everything possible to ensure that the victims did
not die in vain because they lost their lives while working on the company's facility.
Yesterday (20th July, 2015) a representative of Vowgas called me and said that we
should go to Port Harcourt today, for a discussion with the company. They want to tell
the family what they can do in respect of the deceased in terms of burial and
compensation. So, we are going to Port Harcourt today. On the part of Agip, although
it has not reached out directly to the bereaved families, the surveillance contractor in
the area has been called and even yesterday we were in a meeting with the
surveillance contractor.
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He informed us that the Security
Manager in Agip called him with a view
to getting the names of the two wives and
children of the deceased. The second
wife is pregnant right now. So, the
surveillance contractor has sent the
names to Agip. We are of the view that
Agip is also trying to do something about
it but they are yet to invite the family.
Since the incident has occurred and it
cannot be reversed and, knowing that
the fault came from the company, we are
waiting on Agip to come up with what
they think is the right and normal thing to
do. It is from what the company says that
we shall know the next line of action to
take. Once Agip does the right thing, we
shall have no option than accepting what
has happened in good faith. To conclude,
I appeal to the human and
environmental rights NGOs to also come
in to assist because these oil companies
are very funny. They know the right thing
to do, but may like to dodge. This is why
we need the support of NGOs to prevail
on them to do the right thing.
Eperenwei Paris, family member of
victim

In fact, the victim we are talking about
was my cousin. His father is my uncle. In
Ijaw tradition, when such a thing
happens we do not use the corpse to
trade with any company. But then, what
is supposed to be done is that, the
company has to come to the aid of the
family. I say so because the deceased was
a promising young man who was fending
for his family. He had children and two
wives; as Ijaw culture permits polygamy.
Even though our late brother was
engaged by a local firm contracted by
Agip, the Azuzuama man does not know
any other person or company to hold
responsible on this matter other than
Agip. Agip and the contractor it hired
should come to the aid of the bereaved
family and the community at large. I say
so because even the environment and
economic trees have been affected.

Up till this moment, Agip is yet to reach
out to the community officially in relation
to the incident. In terms of what we
expect from Agip on the deceased, the
company should make adequate
arrangement to compensate the family,
to take care of his wives and children. We
are talking of the future. We do not know
the plans of the deceased for his children,
how he would have trained his children,
talking about formal education. We knew
him as a very hardworking young man in
the family and he was the first son of his
father too. As we speak, the family is in
complete grief, very sorrowful moment.
What I am saying in essence is that, Agip
should try and make sure that these
children left behind are adequately taken
care of because, for now they are all in
primary school and, one of the wives is
pregnant. We in Azuzuama, we haven't
encountered this kind of incident from
any oil company within our territory
before. But now that it has happened,
Agip should try and do something
positive to show that they are a truly
responsible company.
When asked as to what the deceased
was doing for a living, Paris replied:

The young man was a photographer. He
was a professional photographer and he
had a studio. He was always contacted by
people even from outside our
community and clan for his services. He
was invited for his services in Ukubia,
Korokorosei, Ondewari, Ogboinbiri,
Lobia, Foropa, Koluama, etc. He was
known to many people as a
photographer and, that was what he did
for a living. He was within his late thirties
before he met his death.
Mr. Iboro Johnson Biekiri, from
Olugboboro community in
Olodiama clan, Southern Ijaw LGA
One of the victims of the explosion which
happened at Azuzuama was my
immediate younger brother's son. He
also died in that incident and his name is
Ndukeduomene John Biekiri.

Special Report
I cannot say exactly how old he was
when he died but he should be in his
early twenties. The deceased had a wife
and one child. I was at Amassoma on
that day of the incident when my son
called me from Yenagoa and informed
me he heard such an incident occurred at
Azuzuama. He promptly informed me
that same evening that my younger
brother's son was also at the site when
the explosion happened and that, he has
died too. That was how the news got to
me. The family has been invited to come
to Agip office in Port Harcourt. I
confirmed that last night and I am certain
some members of the family are going
today. Our expectation is that, although it
has happened and there is nothing we
can do to return the life, Agip should
compensate the immediate family for the
loss.
From other sources whose names
ERA/FoEN cannot mention,
we gather that:

A source at Twon-Brass: What I heard
from an Agip Official here at Brass was
that at the time of the repair work which
led to the explosion/fire, the flowline was
not shut down. That must have led to the
unfortunate incident.
A source at the Ministry of
Environment: It appears they did not
neutralize the immediate environment
with the necessary chemicals/forms
before carrying out the job. From what I
heard, as they were working fire came
up. Although the fire was not a big fire
then, instruction was given to the
operator of the Swamp Buggie to scoop
mud and stamp at the point where the
fire was raging around the oil bearing
pipe. When the Swamp Buggie Operator
brought the mud [which had crude oil
too] and dropped at the very spot where
he was directed with a view to quench
the fire the next thing was EXPLOSION
and a huge fire.
Another ministry of environment
source:
I learnt the line was not shut down when
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the repairs was going on. Besides, I also
heard the very first day they went to the
site too there was a fire incident [on
Wednesday]. But, the fireman was able
to fight the fire and put it out. Due to the
impacts of that on the eyes of the
fireman, he refused to accompany them
the second day [being Thursday. And,
that was the day of the explosion.

Commissioner for Environment,
Barr. Iniruo Wills

It is time to declare a state of emergency
on the environment in the Bayelsa State
in particular and the Niger Delta in
general, in order to save the lives of our
people and the future of our
communities. For the people of Bayelsa
State and especially the families of the
victims and staff of the Bayelsa State
Ministry of Environment, July 2015 will
go down as the July of death, on account
of the needless deaths inflicted on our
beloved ones and colleagues by Nigeria's
environmentally irresponsible oil and
gas industry. In the course of a joint
investigation/instant repairs visit to an oil
spill site in the Azuzuama community
area in Southern Ijaw LGA, a fire disaster
occurred that claimed fourteen [14]
lives, including an officer each of the
National Oil Spill Detection and
Response Agency [NOSDRA] and the
Bayelsa State Ministry of Environment.
We are grieving, but we must now also
insist yet again that it is time to take
decisive action to stop this perilous
hazard that has become a routine threat
to life and ecology in Bayelsa State and
the Niger Delta. It is time for all that are
truly concerned to move from lip service
to real action now. In the meantime, the
Bayelsa State Ministry of Environment
will continue to engage with all
concerned parties, including
investigatory authorities, the industry
operators involved including NOAC Ltd
and its contractor, Vowgas Limited and
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the affected families to ensure that there is comprehensive and speedy investigation,
full accountability by all those responsible for the disaster, adequate compensations
and a radical change in the environmental standards comparable to international
oilfield best practice. Our thoughts are with the families of all the fourteen souls lost in
the Azuzuama oil pipeline fire disaster of 9th July, 2015.
CONCLUSION:

The main issue is security of lives and property and, as far as oil industry records are
concerned, the Azuzuama incident stands out as a metaphor of oil incidents these
days: in terms of loss of lives. Not only has NAOC been implicated in the burning of oil
spill sites in the past, fire outbreaks during repair works has been associated with the
company. The records are well known to Agip and the regulators. While it is not known
whether the deceased families of a similar incident at Etieama community in Nembe
LGA in 2000 were adequately compensated or not, it will not be out of place to
advocate for something worthwhile for the present victim's families.
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During a recent visit to the site, ERA/FoEN observed that the terrain of the site of incident was really, not the type that can allow
anyone to escape such an inferno even if the person had an opportunity. This is made worse by the rainy season and the swampy
nature of the landscape. This must have resulted into the large number of deaths. Photos of some of the victims before their corpses
were removed showed that they were stuck in the mud; made so immobile by the difficult terrain. Besides, the site was relatively far
from the community, thereby making help to be far off from victims. It was sad to hear that the line was not shut down while repair
effort was on-going. This smacks of placing production as more important that the safety of those working at the repair site.
ERA/FoEN also observed that the clamped spot was yet to be covered with mud and, the Swamp Buggie badly burnt was stationary
and, will probably remain there forever to tell the sad tale. The vegetation/trees on both sides of the pipeline around the
environment of the explosion were all burnt. Due to the difficult terrain, it was a Swamp Buggie which was used to convey the
ERA/FoEN team and others Agip, NOSDRA, Ministry of Environment and soldier to and from the site of interest.
Although 14 persons lost their lives; including a soldier, only five of them are identified by ERA/FoEN here and they include:

Engr. Duabo Theopilus (Ministry of
Environment staff)
Ositadima Ogwu (NOSDRA)
Mupe Avoh (Agip)
Ndukeduomene John Biekiri from
(Olugboboro community)
Epunumokumo Lynus Sampson Nume
(FROM Azuzuama community).
ERA/FoEN DEMANDS:

Efforts be made by Agip to take all
necessary precautionary steps in future
repairs; putting safety above every other
thing; including production.
State and Federal governments ensure
that the right/normal things are done in
addressing the concerns of the bereaved
families.
The oil industry be made safer for all
stakeholders; including oil industry
workers, regulators, communities and
the civil society.
Agip compensate bereaved families
adequately.
Agip engage only competent firms as
contractors to carry out such jobs
requiring high levels of
professionalism/skills
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UNEP Assessment on Ogoni:
No More Delays, Clean Up Now!
By Godwin Uyi Ojo

T

he non-implementation of the
United Nations Environmental
Programme(UNEP)
Environmental
Assessment Of
Ogoniland report undermines the
federal government change agenda on
environmental management.
The Environmental Rights
Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria
(ERA/FoEN) working in conjunction
with other civil society groups,
communities, and other allies urge the
federal government to implement the
report and clean up Ogoniland without
delay.
Based on the strong evidence contained
in report, there is colossal damage done
to the environment this past 50 years.
The plight of the Ogonis has worsened
with monumental pollution of water
sources with carcinogenous substances,
and soil contamination with
hydrocarbon up to the depth of five
meters that have resulted in poor health
conditions, lowering farm yields and fish
catch depletion thereby making life more
difficult for the Ogonis.
Indeed, it is no longer news that the
Ogoni environment has been ruined by
Shell's operations over the years and the
communities constitute sites of crime
against the people and their
environment. We are aware that dozens
of meetings have been held in
governmental circles since the UNEP
report was received in 2011, including
those instigated by the present
administration. Yet, very little has been
achieved in terms of commitment to
clean-up. These meetings have been
nothing more than motion without
movement.

Campaign
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Since the decades of pollution were
predictable and preventable, it is
t h e re f o re a d e l i b e r a t e a c t o f
environmental crime being orchestrated
with corporate impunity in the region.
Shell should not be allowed to get away
with its ecological crimes but should
instead be held accountable for its
human rights violations and
environmental degradation of the Niger
Delta.

The federal government has neither put
in place the much needed institutional
framework to drive the process nor has
the proposed Governing Board been
inaugurated.
Besides, a realistic
timetable and the dateline for the
commencement of Ogoniland clean up
remains buried in uncertainties. The
one million dollar question is when will
Ogoni clean-up begin? We strongly
suggest that it should commence now

and No More Delays. Rather than pay lip
service, we urge Shell and the
government to put their money where
their mouth is. It has been a life-time
struggle these past years and there seems
to be no reprieve in sight for the Ogonis.
Enough is Enough:
No More Delays
It is important that the federal
government and Shell should:
Immediately draw up and publish
firm timelines to allow clean-up to
commence now.
Implement the UNEP
recommendation on the
establishment of Ogoni Clean-Up
and Restoration Authority which
should be set up forthwith including
the payment of an initial US$ 1 billion
for clean-up and remediation, and to
disclose how the clean up would be
financed since it is not captured in the
2016 budget.
ERA recommends the establishment
of the Clean Up Fund for the entire
Niger Delta with a kick off sum of
US$100 billion.
The federal government should
consider the case against Shell that is
liable to prosecution for the crime of
ecocide against the people and harm
against Mother Earth since it has
wantonly destroyed the environment
and people of the Niger delta
consistently and over a long period.
T h e H y d r o c a r b o n Po l l u t i o n
Restoration Project (HYPREP) as an
administrative unit under the
Petroleum Ministry is unacceptable
and should be disolved.
Any clean up measure or solution will
be incomplete unless issues of
compensation to the victims and
survivors for lost livelihoods are
included in the clean-up package.
UNEP as a global institution should
be the technical partner in the clean up of Ogoniland being the prime
mover of the report. Immediately
draw up and publish firm timelines to
allow clean up to commence now.
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Lagos Hosts Water Summit

T

he Environmental Rights Action/
Friends of the Earth Nigeria
(ERA/ FoEN) hosted a Water
Summit with the theme: Connecting
Local Outrage to Global Resistance
of Corporate Control of Water in
August, 2015.
The summit was organised in
partnership with Corporate
Accountability International, the
Amalgamated Union of Public
Corporations, Civil Service, Technical
and Recreational Services Employees
(AUPCTRE), Public Services
International (PSI), Transnational
Institute, Asian Peoples' Movement on
Debt and Development, and Freedom
from Debt Coalition.

The summit was to:
Interrogate water privatization in all
its ramifications as well as the
implication on communities
Build solidarity between civil society
groups, labour unions, activists,
policy makers and the media around
public-public partnerships in the
water sector
Explore policy options to strengthen
democratic control of water
Participants were drawn from civil
society groups, labour unions,
academics and activists in Nigeria, the
United States, the Philippines, Indonesia
and Ghana. During the two-day event
participants learn from one another,
while building expertise in effective

campaign tactics against water
privatization. Attempts were also made
at creating real solutions on the platform
of public-public partnerships
In his welcome words Executive
Director, Godwin Uyi Ojo said
ERA/FoEN decided to host the
conference because Lagos may soon
become an emblem of corporate water
grab being promote by the World Bank
through the International Finance
Corporation (IFC).
Ojo in his presentation titled Water as a
Human Right and Communal
Good: The Way Water should be
Treated noted that the gathering was
important since there is no legislative
backing for the privatization of water.
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history with the World Bank most of
which failed woefully.
Presentations were also taken from Mae
Buenaventura of Asian People's
Movement on Debt and Development.
She spoke on Experiences from Manila
water privatization
failures. Hawa
Nsorwine with the
A f r i c a n Wo m e n
Wa t e r N e t w o r k
spoke on the
Ghanian Experience
while Leonard
Shang Quartey of
Integrated Social
Development
Centre spoke on
Building Public
Water Systems: a
Regional Example.
In addition Bishop
Akolgo of Integrated
Social Development
Centre gave a
History of civil
society's response
The Lagos rally against water privatisation
while Satoko
in March 2015
Kishimoto of
Transnational Institute spoke on
ability to pay since they claim citizens of
Principles and best practices to guide
the state are already paying for water
water management for the public good
and will be ready to pay for the service.
and leveraging the power of publicHe then narrated major milestones in the
public partnerships PuPs.
Our Water; Our Right campaign since it
Drawing
from examples of countries like
started in October 2014. They include a
Cambodia,
Brazil, and India, Satoko
major rally in March 2015 which shut
highlighted lessons and conditions for
down Ikeja, getting 23 US congress
public
water reform and concluded by
members to sign a letter of support for
showing
that in the last 15 years, 235
the campaign and a meeting with World
cities in 37 countries have brought water
Bank at Washington to make them
services
back under public control
aware of the campaign. Speaking on
benefiting
100 million people.
History, Trends, and Drivers of
Philip Jakpor of ERA/FoEN while
Water Privatization, Director,
speaking on Winning in Lagos, urged
I n t e r n a t i o n a l W a t e r
campaigners to explore the media
Campaign,Corporate Accountability
especially in the area of messaging and
International (CAI), Shayda Naficy,
noted that water is a human right even
develop ways of working the media. He
though corporations view water as a
particularly urged activists to expose and
major profit making opportunity.
make available to the media information
She rounded off by providing an
about mismanaged funds, and state of
overview of water systems privatization
water infrastructure, among others.

He revealed that water is seen now as a goldmine targeted by corporates while state
governments that have failed in their statutory responsibilities are describing private
capital pouring into the water privatization initiative as foreign direct investment.
The ERA/FoEN boss insisted that water privatization is not to enhance access but only
to make profit. ERA/FoEN Deputy Director, Akinbode Oluwafemi, in his intervention
on Our Water, Our Right Campaign Launch and Momentum What

is it about Lagos? said that in terms of
internal revenue, there is no state that
can march Lagos, which is why under
the former Governor, Asiwaju Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, the state survived for
months without federal government
allocation.
Oluwafemi explained that if privatization
succeeds in Lagos, it will succeed in
Nigeria.
Going further, he revealed that the
decision of the Lagos State government
to privatize water is hinged on
population, resources, and supposed
ability of Lagosians to pay. According to
him, promoters of water privatization
talk of Population not in terms of the
people but mere figures for profit. They
talk of resources too not in terms of
natural resources but raw materials and
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At the end of the two-day engagement, participants noted that:
Privatization, under any guise including a PPP, is not a
solution to lack of access to water.
A bill to guarantee access to water as a human right be
sponsored at the Lagos State House of Assembly and at
national levels to forestall plans to use Lagos and other
Nigerian cities as the laboratory for water privatisation in
Nigeria and across the African Region.
There is the need to link the governance issues at the
domestic front and across Africa with the robust global
movement that is resisting privatization of water.
A growing global trend of reclaiming and building strong
public water systems
including through remunicipalisation offers opportunities to build local
democratic governance of water sources and
infrastructure.
Privatization is a justification or excuse for introducing
market forces that cannot guarantee rights to water.
The failure of the World Bank's privatization of the water
system in Manila, Philippines, which has been marketed to
government officials across Africa, is a cautionary
example of the dire consequences that would face Lagos if
it pursued the PPP model.

Women and vulnerable groups should be accorded
priority in plans to guarantee access to water.

Among others, the Lagos State government was also urged to:
Reject all for ms of water privatization and
commodification.
Fully uphold the human right to water as an obligation of
the government, representing the people.
Integrate broad public participation in developing plans to
achieve universal access to clean water.
Reject contracts designed by, involving, or influenced by
the IFC, which operates to maximize private
profit.
Disclose all IFC and World Bank activity and discussions
with Lagos government officials regarding water,
including formal and informal advisory roles
Build the political will to prioritize water for the people,
therefore leading to a comprehensive plan that invests in
the water infrastructure necessary to provide universal
water access, which will create jobs, improve public
health, and invigorate the Lagos economy

PUBLISH
WHAT YOU PUMP

ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS ACTION/
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH NIGERIA

Protecting the environment, Democratizing development…
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ERA/FoEN trains journalists
on multimedia and
social media

T

he need to deepen networking
among journalists who report the
environment formed the basis of
a new initiative by ERA/FoEN and
VIKES the Finnish Foundation for Media
and Development, to expose Nigerian
journalists to multimedia and social
media tools.
The first training was in Port Hacourt,
Rver State with journalists from 10 print
and electronic media organisations. A
second training held from December 8 to
9 in Lagos with another set of journalists.
At the kick-off of the training in Port
Harcourt, ERA/FoEN Head, Media and
Communication, Philip Jakpor said that
the idea of a multimedia and social

media Training on networking and
environmental reporting for Nigerian
journalists was conceived as a strategy of
building the capacities of Nigerian
journalists to reach a wider and more
varied audience separated
geographically with their reports using
modern tools and platforms. Jakpor
pointed out that the training was
necessitated by the success of previous
trainings funded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Finland between 2009
and 2014 with over 130 journalists
trained in all the geo-political regions of
the country, adding that, multimedia
and social media tools are integral parts
of modern news reporting that Nigerian
journalists must embrace. ERA/FoEN
Executive Director, Dr. Godwin Uyi Ojo

Participant at the training in Port Harcourt

explained that the Nigerian media has a
history of “advocacy journalism”,
serving as the only medium through
which environmental advocates can
communicate with both members of the
public and policy makers at the same
time.
Ojo insisted that some environmental
challenges journalists under-report
include biofuels better described as food
for machines now competing with food
for humans, and climate change (global
rising temperature) which have wrought
extreme weather conditions, thus
spurring the call for energy transition
from fossil fuels to renewable sources.
Others are desertification, deforestation,
gulley and coastal erosion.
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He told the participating journalists that
the need to keep a varied and very active
audience constantly informed is the
basis of the concept of news on-the-go
which is aided by new platforms such as
Youtube, facebook, twitter, instagram
and blogging. These platfor ms
guarantee in his words, “the instant
feedback that can make such issues a
rallying point for all irrespective of their
geographical locations”
Peik Johansson, a Finnish journalist and
project officer with VIKES who spoke on
Western media embrace of social media,
told the journalists that traditional media
in Europe, particularly Finland, are now
going online since that is where they can
get the audience. This decision is
necessitated by the fact that the media
has learnt that it has to move from mere
distribution of news to interactivity.
According to him, nowadays more
journalists focus on processes rather
than individual stories or inserts with
most promo-ing or marketing the stories
on social media to invite comments and
inputs, to encourage debate, and to let
people take part in marketing the story
by sharing the social media links. Added
to this, he said print journalists also
publish short video inserts, online and
on Facebook. These are usually max 1
min long. Not very official such as TV
news inserts, but rather casual shots from
making of the story.
For journalists into investigative
reporting in Finland, he said they also
make use of Facebook or Twitter to get
information from their audience (crowd
sourcing), explaining in advance what
they are planning to do and ask for
comments and inputs. They can publish
extracts and drafts and ask people to
make corrections and provide further
information. They can also publish
several shorter breaking news items,
before the publication of the full story.

Practicum session
In relation to environmental reporting in Finland, he said that social media helps to
network and share information with others investigating the same topic and that
reporters can help each other by coordinating their efforts when making inquiries or
trying to get access to unpublished information. Their social media audience can
provide contacts, eyewitnesses, background information and comments.
Dr. Tunde Akanni, a journalism lecturer at the Lagos State University, in his
intervention titled The Immediacy Effect explained that globalization has affected
news reporting and interactions. According to him, the internet is not the first
intervention aimed at a wide audience separated geographically. The first effort in this
regard is the French minitel which functioned only within France but was not as fast as
the internet. The Minitel was a Videotex online service accessible through telephone
lines, and is considered one of the world's most successful pre-World Wide Web online
services. With the evolution of the internet, Akanni said that Yahoo was the first portal
to reach people faster.
He explained that this background is necessary because of what journalists intend to
share even as he added that in modern journalism practice, journalists cannot dispel
the importance of immediacy as the online media has become indispensable. Going
further he told the journalists to keep in mind the key thing in news reporting, which is
timely report of an event, even as he added that media professionals must be alive to
the immediacy capability of the internet because of the multiplied platforms that can
be taken advantage of. The immediacy effect is news on the go and feedback that can
engender follow-ups or ideas for fresh reports.
The bigger challenge, he pointed out however, is that only few journalists have used
social media platforms to enhance their reportorial capacities.
At the Lagos training which held December 2015, Akinbode Oluwafemi, ERA/FoEN
Deputy Director said that the era of dependence on only print mediums that report
happenings without immediate follow-ups is being replaced by news on-the-go, a
more varied and active audience and instant feedback due to new platforms such as
Youtube, facebook, twitter, blogging. Because of this, he said that journalists that are
not equipped in the use of modern tools that aid news gathering and reporting may
find themselves irrelevant in the current context. The high point of both trainings was
the hands-on session when journalists were coached on how to set up and use their
facebook, twitter, Youtube, instagram and blogs, etc
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ERA/FoEN mobilises CSOs,
grassroots groups
on UNEP@4

T

o commemorate the fourth year
of the United Nations
Environmental Programme
(UNEP) Assessment on Ogoniland
ERA/FoEN organised a one-day
advocacy meeting in Abuja.
Participants were invited from the Ogoni
and other communities in the Niger
Delta, civil society, the international
community, lawyers, community
campaigners, the academia, the media
and Friends of the Earth International
groups, among others, who
brainstormed on the theme: Linking
community outrage with policy agenda
for effective implementation of UNEP
report, and discussed strategies for the
implementation of the report. The
keynote address was delivered by
ERA/FoEN Executive Director, Godwin
Uyi Ojo.

The meeting dwelt on the nonimplementation of the report which was
submitted to the Nigerian government
on August 4, 2011. The report proper
documented hydrocarbon pollution in
surface water throughout the creeks of
Ogoniland and up to 8cm in
groundwater that feed drinking wells.
Polluted soils with hydrocarbons up to a
depth of five metres in 49 observed sites
and benzene, a known cancer-causing
chemical in drinking water at a level 900
times above World Health Organisation
(WHO) acceptable levels.
It also documented that fisheries have
been destroyed and wetlands around
Ogoniland highly degraded. These
combined, led to irreparable loss of
livelihoods and will take 30 years to
remediate. UNEP recommended a $1
billion restoration fund for cleanup.

In his welcome words, Ojo said that the
non-implementation of the UNEP report
recommendations requires stakeholders
in the civi society community to
interrogate the situation and ask
questions like: Will Ogonis (Niger Delta)
ever get justice? Why is the report not
implemented so far? What can CSOs do
differently given the change agenda of
this present government? And; To what
extent is Citizens Outrage?, among
others.
Ojo noted that the Niger Delta has been
in perpetual state of resource conflicts
and oil wars since oil was discovered in
commercial quantities in 1956 and that
the oil boom resulted in oil doom in such
forms as oil-dependency; Resource
curse, with over US$600 billion in oil
revenue stolen and little or nothing to
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show for it especially in the oil
communities. He identified instead,
impacts which include frequent oil spills
and gas flaring persists unabated,
Pollution of water bodies, soil
contamination, destruction of
environment and impoverishment of the
local people etc including demand for
clean up, remediation and
compensation. He rounded up his
words by charging CSOs and the Ogoni
people to continue agitating with the
words: Mobilise, Resist, Change
After several sessions participants made
the following observations:
Four years after its release, the
Federal Government is yet to
instigate the implementation of the
recommendations of the UNEP
Report
The immediate past government of
President Goodluck Jonathan
showed the lack of political will to
implement the recommendations of
the UNEP report because of its
unholy wedlock with Shell.
Ogoniland remains emblem of
pollution and ecocide in the Niger
Delta.
There is legitimate outrage among
Ogoni communities and across the
entire Niger Delta region over the
non-implementation of the report.
Instead of implementing the
recommendations in the UNEP
report, the Federal Government and
Shell, in conspiracy against the
Ogoni people have continued to
engage in a blame game which is
clearly diversionary.

The extractive industry, particularly
those operating in the Niger Delta,
have institutionalized disdain for the
environment due to their imperious
influence on the Nigerian
government. Aside glossing over the
issues of Ogoniland with the
Hydrocarbon Pollution Restoration
Project (HYPREP), the plans
contrived by Shell to sell off its toxic
assets through the Belema Oil
Limited is an attempt to evade
prosecution.
The Nigerian government still relies
heavily on fossil fuel to the detriment
of proven alternatives that are clean
and sustainable
Flowing from the above observations,
participants unanimously resolved that:
In accordance with his
electioneering campaign promise to
start implementing the UNEP report
in the first 100 days in office, the
government of President
Muhammadu Buhari sworn in on
May 29, 2015 commence, should
commence without delay, the
implementation of the UNEP report.
There is need for a legal framework
and suppor tive Act for the
implementation of the UNEP report.
In addition there is need to deepen
legislative and executive
engagements at state and national
levels to compel the Nigerian
government to implement the report
immediately.
An autonomous self-governing
Ogoni Environmental Restoration
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Authority should be set up as one of
the immediate steps towards
implementation of the report.
The Ogoni issue should be
internationalized and not one
restricted to the Niger Delta.
The oil companies should be required
to contribute an initial amount of
$100 billion to address the issues in
Ogoniland. In this regard, the Ogoni
communities in collaboration with
other Niger Delta communities and
civil society should approach the
United Nations to appoint a Niger
Delta Reconciliation and Restoration
Commission with autonomy and
authority to do so
The HYPREP which does not have
input from the Ogoni community
should be abolished and replaced
with an internationally-recognized
cleanup body also comprising the
communities. In a similar vein, the
Belema Oil initiative already rejected
by the Ogoni people should be
discarded
Nigerian government should halt all
forms of pollution by the oil industry
in the Niger Delta and enforce the
deadline for the cessation of gas
flaring.
The media is vital to awareness on
facing the Ogoni ecocide and
particularly the implication of the
failure of the Nigeria government to
ensure the implementation of the
UNEP report. The social media will
play a critical role in reaching a wider
audience cutting across geography
and space
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O

ronto Natei Douglas was born
on August 6, 1966. He
graduated from the University
of Science and Technology, Rivers State
where he studied law and nurtured his
activist orientation as the national
mobilisation officer of the National
Union of Izon-Ibe Students under
Cassidy Okilolo who was then President.
After graduation he embarked on further
studies at De Montfort, Leicester,
England.
Oronto hit the limelight when he served
as one of the lawyers on the defence
team of playwright and Ogoni leader,
Ken Saro-Wiwa, who was murdered by
the military junta of General Sani
Abacha on November 10, 1995.
The death of Saro Wiwa and growing
injustices in the Niger Delta fired the zeal
of Oronto for environmental justice. He
is the first Niger Delta activist to have
been hosted at the White House by a
serving American President in the
person of President Bill Clinton.
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ORONTO THE ACTIVIST
During the military era Oronto was
arrested and tortured several times. At
that time he used various names to
operate while he was being hounded in
the Niger Delta. He is said to have
introduced himself as
AbayomiOmowale at a time because of
his mastery of the Yoruba language. To
hide his identity from the army searching
for him in the creeks of the Niger Delta,
he shuttled Lagos and other western
states in snickers, jeans, face caps and
sun shades. In many cases while the
army were painstakingly searching for
him in the creeks, he was walking freely
in Lagos and engaging other activists to
challenge oppression.
At that time without a valid identity card
the military harassed activists and those
deemed rebels. Former executive
director of ERA/FoEN, Nnimmo Bassey
said Oronto beat the security agencies by
obtaining an ID card from his
(Nnimmo's) architectural firm to be able
to walk freely.

That did not however stop him from
suffering detentions and humiliations
that champions of justice suffered during
the Babangida and Abacha era.
Hounding did not deter him from
continuing to work for and speak out on
issues of social justice within and outside
Nigeria. When he was hosted at the
White House by President Clinton, he
used the opportunity to present the
Niger Delta struggles to the American
people.
DOUGLAS AND ERA/FoEN
Along with Nnimmo Bassey and the
current ERA/FoEN Executive Director,
Godwin Ojo, the astute Oronto founded
ERA/FoEN in 1993. He served as its
chief field officer at the early stages and
worked without receiving a single dime
all through the period before stepping up
to the role of deputy director.
Douglas was instrumental to the birthing
of ERA/FoEN tobacco control campaign
which became the flagship anti-tobacco
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campaign on the African continent and
several other initiatives of the
organisation which contributed to
building a strong foundation.
Until his passing away in the early hours
of 9 April 2015 Oronto was a trustee of
the organisation as well as a member of
its board of directors. He was also on the
b o a r d s o f s e v e r a l n o n- p r o f i t
organisations within and outside
Nigeria.

DOUGLAS THE SCHOLAR
Oronto believed that the ecological
struggle in the Niger Delta and across
Nigeria must be fought with
understanding and commitment. He
was an intellectual and encouraged
scholarship which reflected in his firm
belief in the importance of writing and
documentation. Community Defence
L a w Fo u n d a t i o n ( C D L F ) , a n
organisation he founded has built
libraries in communities across Nigeria
to deepen this scholarship.
He co-authored Where Vultures Feast:
Shell, Human Rights, and Oil in the
Niger Delta (2003) with Ike Okonta. He
collaborated with Nick Ashton-Jones, an
ecologist and ERA Board member and
Susi Arnott to write the classic The
Human Ecosystem of the Niger Delta An
ERA Handbook (1998).
He was one of the main authors of the
Kaiama Declaration of 1998. After this,
he drafted the document titled 100
Reasons Why We Must Control Our
Resources which articulated reasons that
all minority ethnic nationalities can
identify with, even though it was issued
as an Ijaw manifesto for progress. It was a
follow-up to the Kaiama Declaration, a
back-up campaign to give the
propagators, the articulators, and the
advocates of the movement enough
material to enable them evangelize
The poem We Thought It Was Oil but it
Was Blood (1998) by Nnimmo Bassey
was dedicated to Oronto.
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One of his
dreams was
to build a
resource
centre in
Lagos in
memory of
his equally
late
contemporar
ies, Chima
Ubani and
Bamidele
Aturu.
HONORS
Oronto's list of honours include his
Fellowship of the George Bell Institute,
England, and the International Forum
on Globalization, USA. He has
presented papers in over 200
international conferences and has visited
over 50 countries to speak on human
rights and the environment.
He was a patron of the Africa
International Film Festival (AFRIFF) and
a strong backer of the Africa Movie
Academy Awards (AMAA), a fact
acknowledged by founder, Peace
Anyiam-Osigwe, who said that “AMAA
as an award organisation has a long
history with Mr. Oronto Douglas from his
days as the Commissioner of
Information in Bayelsa State. He
actually mid-wifed AMAA when the then
Governor Depriye Alameyesiegha told
him to work on our proposal. In 2010 he
was named among the twenty most
influential writers, thinkers, and activists
in the world.
He was listed in the current series of
Harry Krieisler's Political Awakenings:
Conversations with History, an online
archive containing more than 485 onehour interviews with distinguished men
and women from all over the world who
talk about their lives and their work and
how it shapes the world.

Along with 19 others, Oronto Douglas
was selected from a larger archive that
captures the diversity of the people who,
by the power of their intellect and
strength of their character make a
difference in the world. He made the
Science, Food and The Environment:
Movement for Justice category which
comprised select individuals that have
challenged corporate power which seeks
to disproportionately reap the benefits of
science and technology to the detriment
of the society. Two other individuals in
that category are Michael Pollan who has
written books and articles about places
where the human and natural world
intersect, and Eva Harris, a molecular
biologist, who implements a program to
distribute DNA technology to third world
clinics to fight diseases.
On May 29, 2010 Oronto was awarded
the “Service Award” by the
Ijaw
National Alliance of the America
(INAA). He was described as “…
dogged, well-informed and singularly
articulate in presenting the Niger Delta
grievances at domestic and international
forums, always faithful that the Ijaw and
others in the Niger Delta have a right to
live harmoniously with nature while also
enjoying the rights and privileges of their
environment as well as the basic rights of
justice and equity as Nigerians”.
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ORONTO AS SENIOR SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO
PRESIDENT GOODLUCK JONATHAN
In 2011 Oronto Douglas was appointed as the Senior Special Assistant to President Goodluck Jonathan on Research
& Documentation. He used this platform to continue advocating for the rights of Niger Delta communities suffering
from environmental degradation and marginalisation. Despite his worsening health condition in the last four years
he worked tirelessly for the cause of the down-trodden. He held this post till April 9, 2015 when he was snatched by
the cold hands of death.

COMMUNIQUE AT THE END OF LAGOS WATER SUMMIT WITH THE THEME:
CONNECTING LOCAL OUTRAGE TO GLOBAL RESISTANCE OF CORPORATE
CONTROL OF WATER HELD IN LAGOS NIGERIA
ON AUGUST 11TH AND 12TH, 2015
PREAMBLE

T

he Environmental Rights Action/ Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/ FoEN) organised a Water Summit
with the theme: Connecting Local Outrage to Global Resistance of Corporate Control of
Water on 11-12 August 2015. The summit was organised in partnership with Corporate Accountability
International, the Amalgamated Union of Public Corporations, Civil Service, Technical and Recreational
Services Employees (AUPCTRE), Public Services International (PSI), Transnational Institute, Asian Peoples'
Movement on Debt & Development, and Freedom from Debt Coalition.
Participants were drawn from local, national and international partners in Ghana, Belgium, the Philippines
and the United States, representing a growing global movement committed to resisting corporate control of
water and securing water as a human right. Solidarity messages were received from notable civil society actors
and policy stakeholders in Nigeria. They include Ms. Joe Odumakin, Chairperson of Women Arise for Change
Initiative; Hon. Wale Okediran and Hon. Uche Onyeagucha former parliamentarians; Mr. Auwal Rafsanjani,
Executive Director, Civil Society Legislative Centre (CISLAC); Greg Akili, Project Coordinator, Corporate
Accountability International (CAI); Priscilla Achakpa, Executive Director of Women Environmental
Programme; Sani Baba of Public Service International (PSI), and Shayda Naficy of Corporate Accountability
International.
Key on the agenda was the interrogation of water privatization in all its ramifications and implication on
communities and peoples; solidarity between civil society groups, labour unions, activists, policy makers and
the media around public-public partnerships as a strong alternative to privatization in the water sector; and
exploring of policy options to strengthen democratic control of water.
The summit also reassessed and denounced the misleading marketing myth of Public-Private Partnerships
(PPP) as just another form of water privatization promoted by the World Bank and other financial institutions.
In his welcome remarks titled: Water as a human right and communal good: the way forward, ERA/FoEN
Executive Director, Dr. Godwin Ojo noted that the summit was aimed at honing the tools needed to stop water
privatization in Lagos and other cities faced with the challenges of privatization. The keynote address was
delivered by Nnimmo Bassey of Health of Mother Earth Foundation.
Following exhaustive deliberations and contributions, participants observed that:
The World Bank and other corporate powers are aggressively promoting privatization as a false
panacea to lack of water access in Africa.
Awareness of the human right to water is still very low.
Traditionally, it is a taboo to sell water in most communities in Africa.
Failures of good governance and profit-oriented management have caused the water systems in
Lagos and other cities to decline markedly over the last 15 years.
Land grabs by multinational corporations have increased in Africa and pose serious challenges on
access to water, thus depriving locals of their right to safe and potable water. Corporate takeover of
water sources in Lagos and cities across Africa is a new form of colonialism.
Women's rights and the rights of other vulnerable groups are a central concern in the realization of the
human right to water, but are not accorded priority in government planning in Lagos and across
Africa. Women and children are at the receiving end of water shortages and inaccessibility.

Reckless oil extraction activities, especially in the Niger Delta, are contributing factors in denying local
communities access to water.
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) in the water sector are not the solution to the water challenge, but
rather a new form of colonialism aggressively marketed by the World Bank and its corporate
partners, that defines success in terms of profit rather than universal affordable water access.
It was therefore agreed that:
Privatization, under any guise including a PPP, is not a solution to lack of access to water.
A bill to guarantee access to water as a human right should be sponsored at the Lagos State House of
Assembly and at national levels to forestall plans to use Lagos and other Nigerian cities as the
laboratory for water privatisation in Nigeria and across the African Region.
There is the need to link the governance issues at the domestic front and across Africa with the robust
global movement that is resisting privatization of water.
A growing global trend of reclaiming and building strong public water systems including through
remunicipalisation offers opportunities to build local democratic governance of water sources and
infrastructure.
Privatization is a justification or excuse for introducing market forces that cannot guarantee rights to
water.
The failure of the World Bank's privatization of the water system in Manila, Philippines, which has
been marketed to government officials across Africa, is a cautionary example of the dire
consequences that would face Lagos if it pursued the PPP model.
Women and vulnerable groups should be accorded priority in plans to guarantee access to water.
The linkage between water access and the environment and sanitation is important and therefore
should be at the front burner of campaigns against the privatisation of water.
Local communities at the grassroots level, and in particular Community Development Associations
(CDAs), must be fully integrated into campaigns on [the human right to water].
The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) should be used to demand information on funds granted for
public water projects over the last three decades.
The need for stakeholders to assert their identities as 'citizens,' rather than accept being designated as
'consumers' through privatization and commodification.
An Africa Coalition Against Water Privatisation has been established as a network of civil society and
development experts carrying out targeted actions towards promoting the human right to water. This
initiative will address the challenges of governance, human rights and corruption in the water sector
across the African continent.
An African Women Water Network has been established, working in coordination with the Africa
Coalition Against Water Privatisation.
The Summit stands in solidarity with the Water Citizens Network of Ghana in saying NO to prepaid
water meters.
The monthly surcharge on electricity tariff stopped by the Nigerian Senate should also be extended to
the water sector.
Citizen engagement processes that are funded and supported by international financial institutions,
that promote PPP privatization models as the presumed goal and/or neglect input from independent
citizen advocates, are rejected.
A probe will be launched of all loans and funding for the existing water system and infrastructure
managed by the Lagos State Water Corporation (LSWC).
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