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Inside Nigeria's
Stinking Oil Business

By Philip Jakpor

T

he hullabaloo surrounding the
$20 billion kerosene subsidy
funds allegedly diverted by the
office of the Petroleum Minister, Deziani
Alison-Madueke adds to the plethora of
oil revenues that may have ended in
private pockets in five decades of oil
extraction. This is no thanks to a regime
of corruption initiated and sustained by
top government officials and the oil
transnationals.
The kerosene subsidy drama started with
the disclosure by former Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) Governor, Lamido
Sanusi that the Nigeria National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) had
diverted some funds meant for the
Federation Account for the period April
2012 and September 2013. The
revelations snowballed into a war of
words between the CBN and the NNPC
when Sanusi, at a hearing of the House

of Representatives revealed that within
the said period, the state-owned NNPC
submitted reports to the Federation
Account Allocation Committee (FAAC)
consistently showing it was deducting
nothing from the stipulated price of
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS) while it was
actually acting on the contrary. In total,
the NNPC was said to have shipped $67
billion worth of crude oil, but the returns
to the CBN after all the necessary
reconciliation stood at $47 billion. A
whopping $20 billion was unaccounted
for.
In the weeks that followed, efforts to get
the petroleum minister to appear before
the House of Representatives hit brick
wall as she bluntly shunned all invitations
and instead, allegedly engaged fronts to
embark on a spin to rubbish the
allegations. One of the façade deployed
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by the minister's sympathizers was the
hiring of a crowd comprising mostly
women from nearby Nassarawa to storm
the Abuja corporate headquarters of the
NNPC demanding that the National
Assembly end the probe.
Participants in the Abuja demonstration,
said to be mostly illiterates who could
hardly speak English, were said to have
wielded placards with such erroneous
inscriptions as 'live Deziani alone'.
An attempt to sweep the matter under
the rug was a directive issued by the
Presidency that with immediate effect,
no minister must appear before
lawmakers in the Senate or House of
Representatives without presidential
clearance. This directive was the
hammer that would break a looming
confrontation as the petroleum minister
seized the opportunity it created.
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In a public function she was quoted as
telling journalists that the National
Assembly cannot summon or investigate
her without first obtaining the consent of
President Goodluck Jonathan.
Indeed, this drama resembles the twists
and turns whenever government
officials, especially those close to the
presidency, are linked to huge scams like
the one on the plate.
The oil and gas sector is the mainstay of
Nigeria's economy, accounting for over
95 per cent of the country's foreign
revenue and 65 percent of budgetary
revenues. The African Development
Bank (ADB) in a recent report said that
Nigeria's total revenue from crude oil
alone is estimated at about $600 billion
(over N84 trillion) in the last 45-50 years
of oil production.

Yet, this sector is one that is also
characterized by payments without
receipts, non-reconciliation of volumes
of oil produced and actual receipts for
what is sold, joint venture agreements
that are not made public, and
contradictions in CBN balance sheet and
that of the office of the Accountant
General of the Federation on revenues
that accrue to the sector.
Nigeria's loses to nefarious practices in
the sector which are not accounted for is
put at over $40 million daily.
Examples abound of how the national
economy suffers from a system that does
not allow the people to hold their leaders
and multinationals accountable for
decisions that are taken or not, which on
the long run affects every Nigerian.
Keen watchers of Nigeria's oil and gas
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business are constantly rattled by the
periodic disclosures of missing sums that
go uninvestigated and have earned
Nigeria a red card in the World
Corruption Index.
Transparency International in 2013 put
Nigeria at 144th among 177 countries
sampled on the basis of corruption,
underscoring the reality that the abuse of
power, secret dealings and bribery
continue to egg underdevelopment.
Nigeria stood tall among the more than
two thirds of the 177 countries in the
2013 index, that scored below 50 on a
scale from 0 (perceived to be highly
corrupt), to 100 (perceived to be very
clean).
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WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

MORE DISTURBING REPORTS
Most of the corruption cases that Nigeria
is linked with have one thing or the other
to do with the leakages in the oil and gas
sector. The failure of successive
administrations to probe cases of
corruption in the sector reaffirm the
conviction of that top government
officials especially in the NNPC are in
bed with big oil and gas.
The extent of leakages in the system
which benefits the transnationals and a
few individuals in government have
been underscored by Nigeria Extractive
Industry Transparency Initiative (NEITI)
in its reports on the Nigerian oil and gas
sector performance. Since 1999 NEITI
has produced four audit reports on the
oil industry with far reaching findings that
implicated key government institutions
and individuals on sleazy deals, yet none
of the successive administrations starting
with that of Chief Olusegun Obasanjo
has acted on the recommendations. For
instance, since 1999, outstanding
recoverable funds due to the federation
account from various oil and gas
companies operating in the country
stood at $9.8090 billion (about ₦1.3
trillion).
The amount, according to NEITI's Board
Chairman, Ledum Mitee, are potential
revenue losses due from under
assessment/under payments and are not
only as a result of the refusal of the
companies and covered entities to pay,
but also the lack of efforts by concerned
government agencies to recover them.
The inaction of government in this
regard is indeed telling when viewed in
the light of findings that top government
functionaries and close friends of the
Presidency have been linked to such
deals. Nigeria's first set of financial,
physical and process audits covering the
period 1999-2004 were undertaken by a
consortium led by a London-based Hart
Group, which was published in 2006.

The audits identified chronic weaknesses
in the management of oil revenues,
including generally distortive data about
Nigeria's petroleum economy. NEITI's
second report which covered 2005, and
was released on the 11th of August 2009
identified unprecedented financial
discrepancies, mis-paid taxes, and
system inefficiencies. Over US$800m of
unresolved differences between what
companies said that they paid in taxes,
royalties and signature bonuses, and
what the governments said it received
were identified. Of this amount, $560m
was identified as shortfalls in taxes and
royalties owed to the government and
around US$300m in payment
discrepancies relating to signature
bonuses, payments of dividends, interest
and loan repayments. The largest
amount owed to the government in the
report is an estimated $4.7bn by the
NNPC for payments of domestic crude.

ERAction April-December 2014 Page 3

After Nigeria's independence in 1960,
agriculture was the mainstay providing
about 70 per cent of employment.
Cassava, cocoa beans, groundnuts, gum
arabic, palm kernels, palm oil, rubber,
sorghum, soybeans were among the
crops that guaranteed food and revenue.
The days of yore ended in the early
1970s when commercial oil exports of
crude oil began. At the time, then military
head of state, Retired General Yakubu
Gowon was quoted as saying that
money was not Nigeria's problem but
how to spend it. If Nigerians never knew
the import of Gowon's mis-statement at
the time, today, over four decades after,
the stark reality of poverty in the midst of
so much enormous mismanaged and
stolen wealth brings the message home.
The commencement of commercial oil
export derailed the vision of a great and
prosperous nation as agriculture was
relegated to the background and the

Cover Story
economy became totally a monoproduct economy. Oil today accounts for
over 95 percent of foreign earnings.
Other sectors struggle for a space in the
remaining five percent.
Lack of proper oversight functions, nonfunctional oil refineries performing
below capacities has necessitated the
refining of Nigeria's oil abroad and
makes it difficult to satisfy local demand.

BABANGIDA'S GULF WAR
OIL WINDFALL
One remarkable initiative by the junta of
late Sani Abacha was the establishment
of the Pius Okigbo panel which had the
mandate to investigate the activities of
the CBN and recommend measures for
the re-organization of the apex bank. In
the course of its work the panel
unearthed a huge scam under the
previous administration of General
Ibrahim Babangida relating to the
spending of $12.4 billion oil windfall
between 1988 and 1994.
The panel was startled by the fact that
about $12.4 billion which was reserved
in a 'Dedicated and Special Accounts'
had been depleted to $200 million by
June 1994.
Consequent upon the alleged
mismanagement of the sum by former
military Head of State, General Ibrahim
Babangida, the investigative panel
recommended an immediate
discontinuance of the said 'Dedicated
and Special Accounts'.
The macabre dance around the issue
was that presiding judge, Justice Gabriel
Kolawole had concluded hearing on the
case since October 2011, but judgment
has continued to suffer endless
adjournments obviously aimed at
frustrating the interest of Nigerians on
how the missing funds were expended by
the former military ruler.
On several occasions when the trial
judge invited all the parties to court for

the judgment, he was said to have
refused to pass judgment on such flimsy
excuses as minor typographic errors or
the non-crossing of dots and I's.
The riddle remains unsolved till this day
as successive governments have refused
to put Babangida in the dock.

HALIBURTON SCAM
In all, 80 persons, foreigners and
Nigerians, including two former military
heads of states Ibrahim Babangida and
Abdusalam Abubakar, are said to have
received sums totaling N27 billion from
foreign contractors for Haliburton to get
the contract to build the Nigerian
Liquefied Natural Gas (NLNG) plant,
Africa's first, in Bonny, Rivers State.
Added to this roll call is Pius
Okigbowhose panel unearthed the Gulf

war oil Windfall, the late Maryam
Babangida, Ernest Shonekan, M.D
Yusuf, Rilwan Lukman, Jeremiah Useni
and Don Etiebet, among others. The
scandals date back to 1994 when some
foreign companies bided for the
construction of the NLNG plant that was
to cost $6 billion at the time. To sure up
their position, a joint venture company
named TSKJ was set up by Technip a
French company, Sanmprogetti of Italian
company, was set up In the US, KBR and
Haliburton admitted to violating that
country's Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
(FCPA) and both agreed to pay a fine of
$579 million to settle criminal and civil
charges brought by the US Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) as well as
the Department of Justice.
Unfor tunately, no Nigerian was
prosecuted in relation to the scam.

MALABU OIL DEAL
The meats of the Malabu deal were
dubious payments to the Nigerian
government by Nigerian subsidiaries of
Shell and ENI to the tune of
US$1,092,040,000 to acquire an
offshore oil block OPL 245. The
Jonathan administration approved the
transfer of the money to Malabu Oil &
Gas, a company controlled by convicted
money launderer, Dan Etete in 2011 as
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payment for an oil block that he
fraudulently acquired from Nigeria. The
transfer occurred despite ongoing
investigation of Malabu for registration
fraud by the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC).
Shell and ENI denied paying any money
to Malabu Oil and Gas in respect of the
license and suggested that their
agreements were only with the Nigerian

Cover Story
Government. However, sundry details
of the transactions contradict this as the
Nigerian government instructed the
release almost 80 percent of the funds
paid for OPL245 (US$801,540,000)
into accounts controlled by Malabu. The
money said to have been subsequently
shared through a set of complex
corporate structures to accounts owned
by a number of Nigerian companies and
individuals at the center of this brazen oil
scam is one Abubakar Aliyu, a man said
to be a close associate of convicted
former governor of Bayelsa state,
Diepreiye Alamiesegha.
Aliyu, through companies co-owned by
him, is alleged to have received direct
payments of $523 million (N81bn) from
the bounty. Mohammed Adoke, the
former Justice Minister was also named
in the N155 billion largesse, and along
with the then Minister of State for
Finance, Yerima Ngama, is said to have
coordinated the payment of a first
tranche of $401.5million (N60billion)
into a First Bank account 2018288005
belonging to Malabu.
Another $400million (N60billion) was
said to have been transferred into a
Malabu Bank PHB (now Keystone bank)
account 3610042472 from a Nigerian
government account with JP Morgan
International Bank. The balance of the
funds was reportedly lodged into Dan
Etete's account with Zenith Bank.
Immediately Malabu received the
money, it was shared to Rocky Top
Resources Limited, co-owned by Aliyu
which got $336 million (N50bn) from the
Malabu Keystone Bank deposit. AGroup Construction Company, also coowned by Aliyu received $157million
(N24bn), while Novel Property and
Development Limited, also co-owned by
him also got $30 million (N4.5bn).
Companies not linked to Mr. Aliyu but
got money from Malabu include Mega
Tech Engineering Co. Ltd, which
received $180 million (N27bn) and

Imperial Union Limited, $34 million
(N5.1bn).
A two-day House of Representatives
hearing into the deal ended in December
2012, with the lawmakers vowing to
revoke the deal. Nearly two years after,
the case is still hibernating and kept alive
only when matters of oil scams arise.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL
COSTS
While startling statistics of leaks from the
oil operations in Nigeria relayed to the
public by the oil transnationals cannot be
totally trusted because of their habit of
downplaying of spill volumes, the
revelation by Shell that Nigeria has since
2009 lost $1.5 billion yearly to crude oil
theft is also indicative of the unholy
romance between the transnationals, top
government officials and in some cases,
colluding community people to make
money at the expense of the nation. As it
turns out, the real cost of oil is not only
borne but subsidized by the polluted
communities in the Niger Delta and the
ordinary Nigerian on the streets.
A glimpse of the environmental costs is
painted by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) in its
assessment of Ogoniland in Rivers State
at the instance of the Nigerian
government. The assessment released in
2011 is one of the most damning of
reports on the state of the Nigerian
environment. Maybe the government
only wanted to be seen as interested in
the state of the environment and not
really interested in how the investigations
pans out. But the assessment, when it
was presented to the government on
August 4, 2011, showed hydrocarbon
pollution in surface water throughout the
creeks of Ogoniland and up to 8cm in
groundwater that feed drinking wells.
Soils were found to have been polluted
with hydrocarbons up to a depth of five
metres in 49 observed sites, while
benzene, a known cancer-causing
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chemical was found in drinking water at
a level 900 times above World Health
Organisation (WHO) acceptable levels.
It also documented that fisheries have
been destroyed and that wetlands
around Ogoniland are highly degraded.
These combined, have led to irreparable
loss of livelihoods and will take 30 years
to remediate. Besides, the report
recommended a $1 billion restoration
fund for Ogoniland.
The usual official lack luster approach to
issues of such grave national implications
is evident in the fact that when receiving
the report President Goodluck Jonathan
directed the Ministers of Petroleum and
Environment to undertake an immediate
appraisal of the report, which culminated
in the setting up of a special review
committee.
Subsequently a Hydrocarbon Pollution
Restoration Project (HYPREP) was set
up to calm frayed nerves in Ogoniland.
In the setting up of the body, the Ogoni
people were not consulted; neither were
any of the recommendations of the
UNEP addressed by the HYPREP. As
designed, the HYPREP will serve as an
advisory or steering committee, a
technical work group and a monitoring
group. The technical work is to have
members drawn from environment,
water, health and other relevant
ministries/sectors. Three years after the
setting up of the body nothing concrete
has emanated to indicate governments
readiness to implement the UNEP
recommendations.
Ogoniland in Rivers State is today seen
as the emblem of pollution and mirrors
the state of most parts of the Niger Delta.
The situation is same in Ikarama, Kalaba,
Odioama in Bayelsa as well as in Ubeji
and Iwerekhan in Delta State.

ENDORSEMENT OF
CORRUPTION
Even with the international community
looking up to the Nigerian government
to unravel the masterminds of the
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missing monies, the integrity of the
Nigerian legislature has also come under
serious scrutiny over allegations of
bribery and collusion with the same
individuals and organisations linked to
oil scams. The probe of the oil subsidy
regime by an Ad hoc committee of the
House of Representatives led by Hon.
Farouk Lawan otherwise referred to as
“Mr. Integrity” exposed the rot and
corrupt collusion between government
and the oil thieves.
Lawan, who was chairman of the House
Ad-hoc Committee on Petroleum
Subsidy allegedly demanded and
collected bribe to the tune of $3million
(about N96 million) from Mr. Femi
Otedola to shield Zennon, one of his
companies indicted for the subsidy scam
from prosecution. Boniface Emenalo,
another member of the committee was
also exposed for accepting $120,000 out
of the $3 million from Otedola.
Farouk Lawan had earlier made
headlines for exposing individuals and
companies involved in the scam. The
lawmaker was eulogized by Nigerians for
the investigations which established that
the NNPC and the Petroleum Products
Pricing Regulatory Agency (PPPRA)
were riddled with corruption, including
gross abuse of the Petroleum Subsidy
Fund (PSF) and must be unbundled.
According to the report, 15 oil marketers
collected $402.2.610 billion as FOREX
in 2010 and 2011, but did not import
petroleum products. The sum of N999m
was paid to unnamed entities 128 times
to the tune of N127.872 billion. In all, 72
companies listed under the financial
forensics were recommended for further
investigation with a view to establishing
their culpability and recovering the sums
indicated against their names totaling
about N230 billion. The PPPRA is also to
refund N312.2 billion for “excess

payment to self”.
Aside recovery of the funds, the
committee also established that if local
refineries were able to refine 235,000
barrels of the 445,000 barrels they are
allotted daily, they would still be able to
refine 40 million liters of petrol and 10
million liters of kerosene, thus showing
that lies and thievery with the consent of
top government officials was responsible
for the shortfall in supply of petroleum
products across the country.
The Farouk-led committee therefore
directed various government agencies
and companies with links to top
government officials refund over N1
trillion, vowing to severe all legislative
relationships with the executive arm of
government if the recommendations are
not carried out.
The report generated national interest as
Nigerians were totally shocked by the
shameful collaboration between
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government officials and their importing
collaborators who have over the years
stole the country blind.
His fall as a result of the bribery scandal
which was videoed jeopardized the
integrity of the Ad hoc Committee's
report as the indicted individuals,
including Femi Otedola alleged that they
were blackmailed into bribing the
lawmaker and other members of the Ad
hoc committee so that their companies
may not be put in disrepute before the
public.
It is in the light of such developments that
the average Nigerian is not enthusiastic
about the outcome of the $20 billion
kerosene subsidy funds probing. We
might just wake up tomorrow to hear of
yet another mind bungling figure which
may totally displace the sums involved in
the current scam.
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CSR:

binding

mechanisms versus

voluntary regimes
By Godwin Uyi Ojo
Introduction

T

he term Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) is being
promoted by corporations as a
development strategy. It is principally a
mechanism for giving back to society or
redistributing income and wealth to
individuals and households. Many see it
as a way by which corporations account
for environmental and social dislocations
in communities where they do business.
C o r p o r a t e s o c i a l re s p o n s i b i l i t y
initiatives, more or less highlight the role
of business in society. International oil
companies have lobbied and favoured
its voluntary character in addressing
problems associated with their activities.
This voluntary nature of CSR has
attracted much criticism.
In fact, the concept and practice have
been critiqued by many scholars and
environmental activists. Some argue that
CSR should transcend voluntarism and
its investment safeguarding goal, to
being a real tool for public scrutiny,
t r a n s p a re n t a n d a c c o u n t a b i l i t y
promoting measure for making business
friendly to environment and society. This
debate has endured but adequate
attention as to how CSR can be utilised
as public scrutiny and accountability
promoting measure has been lacking in
the case of Nigeria.

Oil and Gas in Nigeria
The question of unequal power relations
between communities on the one hand
and oil companies on the other is serious
enough to have warranted the criticism
of some scholars who see the concept of
CSR closely in relation to this unequal
power relations. Indeed, there are
contrasting arguments about the real
value of CSR in the discourse of business
and development in the oil rich Niger
Delta which deserve reflection. Oil
companies operating in the region make
contrasting claims to effective CSR
practice which deserve public scrutiny or
interrogation especially in the context of
the reality of rising contrasting economic
and social conditions of those who ought
to be benefiting from these companies'
CSR initiatives.
This Chapter examines some of these
claims in light of normative theory and
conceptual development. It looks at the
ethical foundation and logic of CSR, the
basis and point at which demand for full
implementation can help to protect the
environment and livelihoods of people in
the Niger Delta. In its present form, CSR
is unable to achieve its avowed goals.
The chapter suggests a need for deeper
and alternative understanding of CSR
and its goals within a legally binding
framework.
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Oil and gas, as well as, proper use of
revenues generated, have remained
topical in Nigeria's development
discourse. The country's proven oil
reserve is in excess of 36 billion barrels.
Likewise, gas reserve is roughly
200,000tcf. These figures sometimes
lack consensus. But it is fairly conceded
that Nigeria has over 187 trillion cubic
feet proven gas reserve.
Daily
production of oil alone has hovered
between 1.9 and 2.5 billion barrels. This
puts Nigeria on the list of high profile
producers in the world, specifically as the
sixth largest producer of oil and gas
globally. And top within the African
continent. Nigeria has earned at least
USD600 billion from production of oil
and gas since 1958. Revenues from oil
gas constitute nearly 90% of foreign
exchange earnings and 80% of total
government revenues. Sorrowfully, no
one can say for sure that Nigerians,
especially those in the local communities
where the oil is extracted, have fully
benefitted from these resources in terms
of tangible positive change in their living
conditions through provision of basic
social services and infrastructure. In spite
of the abundance of these resources the
country's per capita GDP is only about
$752 with about 51% of the population
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of 160 million persons living on less than
two dollars per day.
Poor resource governance, corruption
and lack of transparency in the oil and
gas sector continue to call into question
claims of corporate social responsibility
by oil companies, responsible for
generating revenues on which successive
Nigerian governments have depended
for development projects and for the
funding of the state.
International Oil Companies operating
in the Niger Delta control the oil and gas
resources as the operating technical
partners with the Nigerian government
through its subsidiary, the NNPC under
joint venture and other forms of
agreements. The last five decades have
shown increasing corruption and
mismanagement in the sector. This, in
some way, explains the resource
conflicts, poverty and insecurity that
have defined the region since 1990. The
issue is further complicated by the lack of
reliable information on the actual
volume of oil and gas produced daily in
Nigeria.
Contested Spaces of Corporate
Social Responsibility
Since the 1950s scholars have engaged
with the concept of corporate social
responsibility. What exactly does it
mean? One of the earliest definitions
point to the “notion that corporations
have an obligation to constituent groups
in society other than stockholders and
beyond that prescribed by law or union
contract, indicating that a stake may go
beyond mere ownership”. This
definition is broad and limited to two
major components. First, it points out
target recipients of CSR -- stakeholders
of diverse extraction, including investors
and owners of the companies, organized
groups in society, and staff or community
unions. Second, is the definition
emphasises voluntarism as the mode of
accessing CSR and not regulations, law
or contract.

The above definition is supported by
Hopkins (1998) who argues that CSR is
about “treating the stakeholders of a firm
ethically or in a socially responsible
manner. Stakeholders exist both within a
firm and outside. Consequently,
behaving socially responsible will
increase the human development of
stakeholders both within and outside the
c o r p o r a t i o n” . B y e m p h a s i z i n g
stakeholders as targets, a human
development perspective is projected.
Broader perspectives on CSR have since
emerged.
The Commissioner of
European Communities denote how
“integrate social and environmental
concerns in their business operations
and in their interactions with their
stakeholders on a voluntary basis”.
Although voluntarism is stressed, it
introduces new elements of
responsibility on the social, economic,
and environmental impacts on
stakeholders and society. This perhaps is
an improvement on the earlier stance of
the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (2000) which
argues that CSR is the “commitment of
business to contribute sustainable
economic development, working with
employees, their families, the local
community and society at large”.
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While the former introduces
responsibility to the environmental
component, the later makes no mention
of it at all. These definitions are not
without complexities of interpretations
and misgivings.
A more widely
acceptable definition of CSR has been
noted. It means “comprehensive policies
and practices in place throughout a
business that enable it to make decisions
and conduct operations ethically, meet
l e g a l re q u i re m e n t s , a n d s h o w
considerations for society, communities
and the environment." This definition is
helpful in contextualizing the operational
framework of CSR. There is a wide gap
between the theory and practice of CSR.
According to Festus Iyayi CSR is not just
an obligation on the part of corporations
but a debt to society that must be
discharged whether or not communities
or societies impacted from their activities
have the capacity to demand it. This
position is perhaps informed by his
earlier postulations that it is only in few
exceptions that the “cooperative form”
of CSR requiring a balancing of
economic and environmental concerns
ever manifests. From the foregoing, CSR
can help in wealth redistribution, and
secure good neighbourliness even as a
philanthropist gesture.
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According to United Nations
Environment Programme report on
environment assessment of Ogoniland,
there area is an ecological disaster from
decades of hydrocarbon pollution in
ground and surface water throughout. It
recorded up to 8cm crude oil pollution in
groundwater and other sources of water
which the local people depend on as
source of drinking water. Similarly, soils
were found to have been polluted with
hydrocarbons up to a depth of five
metres in 49 observed sites. Poor yields is
the inevitable outcome of a soil that has
lost all nutrients due to pollution. .

With regards to the health of Ogoni
people , sulphur and other dangerous
substances such as benzene, a known
cancer-causing chemical, were found in
drinking water at a level 900 times above
World Health Organisation (WHO)
acceptable levels. Clearly, Shell's
activities in Ogoniland show that the
company was neither meeting its own
standards nor national and international
standards (UNEP, 2011). This is in spite
of existing and increasing CSR initiatives
in the Niger Delta. Yet CSR remains a
critical component of oil company
operations in recent times. It is clear, CSR
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initiatives have not been able to address
the huge damage done by oil companies
to the environment, livelihoods and
health of the people.
Thus, CSR can be manipulated as the
case of the Niger Delta has repeatedly
shown. In these cases, environmental
problems due to oil and gas activities
affect local communities' sources of
livelihoods, health conditions, and cause
untimely deaths. No amount of CSR can
recover the losses. Corporate social
responsibility in the Niger Delta is
therefore no more than a marketing
strategy for improving organizational
visibility. It is used to draw local
sympathy, acceptance and relevance
while oil extraction continues under
military supervision. In this way, it
represents the carrot strategy side from
the wielding of big stick of military
occupation, oppressions and human
rights abuses. Thus, Frynas (2005: 583)
argues that it is important for oil
companies to engage in CSR because it
helps them in “obtaining competitive
advantage”, keeping employees happy
by maintaining a stable working
environment, and “managing external
perceptions”.
It is the managing of external perceptions
that transforms CSR as a marketing tool
for business. Once the environment is
destroyed and sources of livelihoods
come under threat, what amount of CSR
schemes in the form of hospitals, microcredit schemes can account for the
losses? Still, oil pollution leading to
alterations in ecosystems and resilience
sometimes cause permanent damage
that goes way beyond any value for CSR.
Rather than put the health of local
community people as priority, CSR
packages prepared by oil companies
have consistently neglected the need for
the health of people in these
communities to be guaranteed.
This
has brought communities' into close
proximity with death and made
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economic survival difficult.
Oil
companies have instead used CSR
packages to divert the attention of local
communities to secondary issues of
compensation. In consequence, demand
for remediation these communities have
remained basically weak. They have
instead been more concerned about
compensation (Shell Coalition, 2007:
17).
For example, although the UNEP report
on environmental assessment of
Ogoniland says clean up of the mess
would take up to $1 billion, call for
compensation by the community has
been louder than call for remediation
work. This exposes the manipulative
influence of CSR.
The Niger Delta case illuminates how
CSR can be abused. In countries where
the rule of law is weak and relevant
gover nance institutions lacking
legitimacy, CSR easily becomes prey to
existing power structures and capital. All
too often,, this leads to violent conflict.
Mechanisms that transcend mere
voluntary token efforts at being socially
responsible to society are therefore
needed to replace current practice. To
make meaningful impact, such
alternatives must be regulatory,
mandatory and legally binding.
Analysis
The concept of corporate social
responsibility has achieved a level of
consensus in terms of focus and
recipients. For example, that industry
workers, immediate local communities
where business is done, the larger society
and so on, could be the target of any CSR
initiative is not in dispute. Interventions
that cut across economic survival,
environmental integrity, pover ty
eradication and human capacity
development align with sustainable
development goals. The question
therefore is whether it is right for
companies to continue to see the

voluntary nature of CSR as capable of
achieving the goal of becoming
responsible corporate citizens through
delivery of the public good.
The claim of being sound moral agents
should inform CSR schemes intended
to meet the development needs of
society . But this has not always being
the case. All too often companies have
failed to directly take responsibility for
the problems created by them. Instead
they have shifted the burden to
consumers and their host communities
by manipulating CSR.
Giving back to society
voluntary nature of CSR as capable of
achieving the goal of becoming
responsible corporate citizens through
delivery of the public good.
The claim of being sound moral agents
should inform CSR schemes intended
to meet the development needs of
society . But this has not always being
the case. All too often companies have
failed to directly take responsibility for
the problems created by them. Instead
they have shifted the burden to
consumers and their host communities
by manipulating CSR.
In the context of CSR in the Niger Delta,
it refers to what oil companies are
contribute towards fixing the wrongs
directly or indirectly resulting from their
activities.
To some extent, it means
redistributing income and wealth to
individuals and households who are
affected one way or the other by
activities of oil companies. They are
practical and therefore not about well
written reports. All too often, some of
these oil companies prepare beautiful
reports on their corporate social
responsibility work in communities that
have no direct bearing with reality.
Reporting exaggeratively what has been
giving to society by companies is nothing
more than propaganda or public
relations work if reality contradicts the
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claim. Yet, this is what many oil
companies in the Niger Delta do. Giving
back to society involves providing local
communities with basic social amenities
such as health centres, borehole, and
micro-credit scheme and so on, which
can improve living conditions of locals
(Shell, 2007, 2011; Chevron, 2008,
2010). In reality, many of these oil
companies in the region convert their
operational costs and obligations into
CSR. They label such costs and
obligations CSR initiatives when in the
real sense they are supposed be part of
what must be done in order to make
profit. In order to move the concept from
its 'damage and control concept' to
empowering people, there is need to
reconceptualise CSR. One way to do this
is to remove the “social responsibility”
component and replace with what
should read “corporate responsibility
and liability”.
Reconceptualising CSR
and mandate
Many have critiqued the use of CSR by
oil companies as a form of development
assistance. Clearly, this objective has not
been fully realised due to some multiple
reasons.
The vulnerability of CSR
schemes to manipulation, as well as their
voluntary nature, have been pointed out
as inimical to any development objective
which such schemes are expected to
achieve.
It is criticised for poor
governance and failure to adequately
involve target populations or recipients
in project planning and management.
There are several measures that can be
adopted to reverse the trend. A
mandatory CSR for oil companies doing
business in the case of the Niger Delta is
necessary. Adopt a bottom-up and
multi-stakeholder approach which can
ensure more involvement of target
populations at the level of planning and
execution.
Specifically, the multistakeholder approach enables the

Discourse
involvement, or role and responsibilities
of government, corporations,
communities, and the society at large. As
it stands, CSR is yet to be incorporated
into the Niger Delta region development
Master plan. It follows that the initiative is
hardly a priority in the region.. Practice
of CSR requires a rights based approach.
This has not being the case in the Niger
Delta. The rights based approach has the
ability help target communities to hold
corporations to account. It can reduce
existing power disparities between host
communities on the one hand and oil
companies and government on the
other. Issues of remediation and
compensation would easily have been
addressed if local community people
possessed some constitutional and
formal rights to sanction oil companies.

The perception that communities should
passively await development benefits
from oil companies should give way to
statutory roles and responsibilities that
require active and legitimate
involvement in the processes.
CSR should address poverty headlong
sooner than as a public relations tool.
Apart from the fact that many CSR
schemes are underfunded and often
mismanaged by oil company workers
and their community accomplices, these
projects are designed to genuinely
address the problem of poverty. All too
often, the problems include poor
funding. To resolve this, a percentage of
profits after tax could be dedicated to
CSR schemes. Such schemes should
then be administered by
target
beneficiaries themselves. It is worth

Legislative advocacy is the way out. A
legally binding CSR regime in Nigeria is
possible if civil society can push for an
Act that takes care of present CSR's
shortcomings by first taking out the
voluntary character and making it a real
tool for intervention in communities
affected by corporations' activities. This
requires civil society organisations
making effort to overcome some of the
obstacles standing in the way in order to
play more active role in mobilising
groups towards putting the matter on the
political and legislative agenda of
relevant governmental space.

The need to lead these process. Civil
society organisations
faced with
obstacles and the stressful conditions
that hinder their work such that they
have only achieved little in calling
corporations to account.
Nevertheless, it is one thing to secure
legislative management of CSR and
another to enforce it. Typically, because
of their powerful network, international
oil companies are able to escape
punishment from failure to implement
rules or regulations in many instances in

their host countries. The enormous
political and economic power these
companies wield in the Third World is
not conducive for effective formulation
and implementation of energy related
policies. In the case of Nigeria, oil being
the economic mainstay, oil companies
play vital role in state decision making
processes. All too often, this is done
through supposed sustainable
development support which
governments find very difficult to resist.
Personnel in the sector are sometimes

tacitly brought into state decision making
processes. Company executives are
equally involved in lobby of public
decision making officials. In one
instance, during the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change negotiations held in Durban
2011, and Doha 2012, industry workers
especially Shell were on the list of
Nigeria's representation. They wore
Nigeria's national badges. This duality of
representation and space provides an
edge to influence decisions in their
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noting that the failure of CSR has
contributed to resource conflict in the
Niger Delta.
Civil Society Groups and
Legislative Agenda for CSR

Discourse
favour. Thus the question of legal control
and enforcement against industry
excesses remains a problem that needs to
be addressed if a new regime of
corporate social responsibility is to be
achieved.
Checking the power of corporations is
therefore necessary. To this end, state
authorities need to play a more
responsible role. In an age of corporate
rule, (Korten, 2001), civil society
organisations must realise how
important their role in mobilising the
state and groups in check of increasing
powers of corporations is. Effective
implementation of a reworked CSR
simply depends on it.

Conclusion
The chapter has discussed the problems
of corporate social responsibility. The
concept and practice have been
problematised on many grounds,
including its voluntary nature and
vulnerability to manipulation by oil
companies. In its present form, CSR is
not only unfit as tool for development; it
needs transformation into a binding and
m a n d a t o r y o n e . B o t h
reconceptualisation and civil society
organisations' involvement in legislative
advocacy are required to achieve this
transformation.
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niger delta is still

under slavery

- Comrade Che

80-year-old activist, Comrade Che has an been active
participant in the labour movements, the struggle for
democratic rule and lately, for environmental justice in
the Niger Delta. He recently spoke to Eraction on
sundry issues.

Have you always been an agitator?
At what point in your life did you
notice the activist tendencies in
you?
I started noticing it when I was in the
elementary school in the 40's and the
50's when I was, say, 16 to 18 years. That
spirit was working in me because I was
brought by Christian parents who where
against injustice and I started growing up
with that impression and I started to hate
injustice. I can say it was from my
adolescent age that I started feeling the
arms of injustice and started also to
appeal to God
in
my internal
relationship with God about how I can
grow to fight against injustice and
contribute
my quota towards
establishing justice.
So, clearly, at what point do you see
yourself turning towards the
Marxist- Leninist perspective?
That was from 1956. I was employed by
PZ as a petroleum attendant, I was selling
petroleum and engine oil in PZ port
Harcourt, at that time I never knew what
the working class mean, then there was a
book vendor an igbo man who sells
books, I work from 7:30 in the morning
till 6 in the evening, no break selling

Petrol then this book vendor was going
round and I was able to buy one book
from him, the selected Philosophical
Essays of James Heskey, that was the
first Marxist book I read. At that initial
stage I did not understand the man, the
write ups but it was working in me
somehow which prompted me to take
up what we call steward activism.
Fortunately by 1958 I was promoted to a
clerk and I graduated to a different
outlook of the working class I started
seeing things different from being a mere
petroleum attendant. Then from 1961, I
was transferred to Lagos that was 5th
April 1961 and within three months I
was made the Chief Clerk in charge of
import and export, so my connection
with the social life changed, upgraded
and I started seeing the world from a
different angle and because of the little
Marxist books I was reading, as at that
time, I came in contact with Eskor Toyor
who is now a professor and Michael
Imodu,
labor leader number one,
people like Baba Omojola, people like
M a j a , p e o p l e l i k e D r Tu n j i
Otoboye,people like Uche
Chukwumerije, people like Amefula
Ikoro, all of them in the trade union and
by then I was the Secretary of
DynamicParty right from port Harcourt
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to lagos and I was representing Dynamic
Party in the meeting of Nigerian youth
movement, it was then that the fire and
baptism of revolution took over my soul,
I had to abandon my job with PZ as a
Chief Clerk in 1966 and became a full
timer and passed through the Baptism of
fire of trade unionism because as at that
time, the government of this country
don't want to hear of anything of left
orientation,we were branded as
communist agents for Moscow,and that
time we had the division in the trade
union. WFTU which is World Federation
of Trade Unions,ICFTU International
Confederation Federations of Trade
Unions which was controlled by the
Americans and WFTU which was
controlled by the Russians and WCL
world council of labor controlled by the
British with head quarters in Belgium. It
was then I developed my Marxist idea.
And You Just Continued as a Trade
Union All Your life?
It was when I was a worker and as a Chief
Clerk that I saw the instrument of how
labor was divided, I started
understanding what exactly the worker
stands for, I started to study the
relationship between the worker , the
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producer of social wealth and the
exploiters who use them and those who
were sharing the wealth produced by the
worker, It was then I started to find out
how a different class was trying to take
advantage of controlling the wealth
produced by these workers on their
social labor. Social labor producing
social wealth and it ought to be
distributed socially, it was from then I
understood that there was injustice
somewhere and I started to explore to
understand the source of that injustice.
That was how I became a Marxist trade
unionist because it was Marxism I saw
even though I disagree with Marxism in
one aspect, the aspect of believing that
there is a supreme God of all creation,
that was the area. I believe that his
distinction of using religion as the opium
of the people is correct but that does not
mean that there is no living God. I
believe that there is a living God.
You were a colleague of Amarere
Amakiri, a journalist that was
brutalized by the then Military
administrator of Rivers State,
Alfred Diette Spiff. Can you
describe that experience and how
you reacted?
Yes, I came across Minere Amkiri when
he was representing the observer in Port
Harcourt. The Observer was a mid
western newspaper and I was in the trade
union at that time and his office was in
club road, so he was projecting our
struggles and all that and at a time he
wrote two articles, one involving the
ministry of works which prompted the
militar y gover nment under the
leadership of Diette Spiff at that time to
arrest him and tortured him, his boys
used broken bottles to scrape his hair and
I was in hiding for three weeks because
of that issue. And not only that, in 1979
because we were working closely, two of
us, single handedly started to project the
injustice in Rivers state, which also

prompted me as at that time to write an
article called “Rivers state, The political
child of one Nigeria “which I had
published through one of our local
newspapers and it's already in my file.
Then in 1979, Amakiri joined UPN,
myself also joined UPN. Amakiri was
elected the State Secretary of the party
and I very was elected Assistant State
Secretary, I served under him. But in
1980 UPN employed me as a staff and I
was assigned to be the Organizing
Secretary of the Renatorial District of
Rivers west. So Amakiri, until his death
was my comrade. God bless him where
ever he may be, he tried his best.
How do you compare activism then
with what we have now?
Capital has taken over the world since
the dissolution of USSR , I think in 1992,
the world changed the NATO power, the
citadel of world imperialism took over
the reign of power all over the world,
junketing with their jackboots from
north to south, from east to west of the
whole globe to establish their exploitative
system, they used Gorbarchev to
disorganize, I'm not saying that
communism is the best system of
government in the world ,but I feel that it
was one of the government that would
have minimized the exploitation of the
o p p re s s e d b e c a u s e n o h u m a n
government can be perfect but out of two
evils, you choose the less, I choose the
communist state where as it is being
preached by Paul one of the greatest
apostles of Christian religion, that it is
from each according to its ability and to
each according to his needs.
At the point, you were an official of
the then Unity Party of Nigeria, how
was the experience, were you then
leaning towards politics?
What do we mean by politics, politics is
study of the administration of
governance, yes I was with UPN
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because they have some points of
reaching the people and passing some
knowledge unto them the way they will
understand it, telling them to take the
mantle of leadership and be free than
integration, integrate their ideas, they
made them to understand the classes in
the society, enabling the exploiter class to
come together to liberate themselves this
the leaning I had in government and that
is what I believe up till today and till
tomorrow that only the people will
liberate themselves God will only work
with us and give us the courage to fight
and we should be prepared to make the
adequate sacrifice, it took blood to
establish the system and it will take blood
to dismantle the system. And if we fail to
understand this then, we will always
continue in stories.
What was it like then for political
organizing and today which is
money politics?
The capitalist are very much aware, you
can the process of how capital has taken
over the world.
Before capital was under human needs,
they were using it for the purpose of
development like when the colonial
masters came, their concentration was
only on construction of roads,
establishing ministries that will cater for
the people, the education and many
other things that sharpen
the
understanding of the people were
handed over to the missionaries, but
today, government own schools, they
involve themselves in many other things
and corrupt the whole society. So that
every human being now working is
working for the purpose to be paid here
on earth nobody believes in parallels to
come, even though they go to church to
deceive others in order to cheat them,
because they are already corrupt they
use the Bible to cheat ,you see those so
called men of God buying jets, using very
big class of vehicles and these type of
things, creating a different world for
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themselves and their families and
allowing others to sow seeds so that they
will succeed, they preach of
development and all that, they don't
preach of the gospel again, they don't
preach for paradise again, the purpose of
church is not to go and make wealth
because after all poverty is evil and it is a
mental disease. Poverty in the real sense
is not the absence of money from
individual pocket but poverty is the
impression of mental and spiritual
depression if not so, Nigeria cannot be
endowed with wealth and you see a
Nigerian and individual being poor it's
because we are mentally depressed that
we can't afford to fight for our rights, that
is one major principle that we have to
understand that for us to have been poor
does not mean Nigeria is poor and
poverty does not mean lack of
money,poverty is the symptom of
spiritual and moral depression, because
if we are not depressed we will fight for
our rights, depression is a terminal
disease, because many of us are dead
when we yet alive we are mere walking
skeletons, mindless peoples being used
as robots by the exploiter class.
When was the turning point from
political activism and
environmental activism?
It was when I was growing and from
1992 to 1993 to 1994 which I started
serving as the manager of Southern
Minorities Movement which was
controlled by Dr M.T Akobo the first
Petroleum Minister and Ette Graham
Douglas struggling for the creation of
southern minorities and the recognition
of their existence as a unit producing the
wealth of the nation, so I was employed
as the manager with a meager allowance
but I was working very fast. Then one
day, I stumbled over Anyakwee
Nsirimovu who was a human rights
activist, then we talked and I invited him
to a meeting of southern minorities then

visited the place of Dr Akobo with him, it
was from then I went into human rights
activism that was in 1997 I was
employed by Anyakwee with a meager
allowance of N2,000 a month but then as
somebody being at home I am not
interested in money as I can use the little
i am harvesting from my compound to
continue the struggle.

there is no success for humanity. Once
the environment is disorganized every
aspect of human society is disorganized.
God has created and made available a
peaceful environment for us and if we
dislodge an destroy this environment
that is how it will affect our
developmental processes.
What is your impression of the Niger
Delta environment today?

I worked with him for 10 yrs from march
1997 to march 2007 and i had to resign
and went into full time human rights
activism and by then started associating
with Chikoko movement, Pandac, UAD
almost all these radical groups, I was an
elder amongst them, I was also one those
that didn't see the walls of the university
compound but
because of my
background, the knowledge of the
struggle, commitment in the struggle,
baptism in the struggle they started
giving me recognition and ERA picked
me up through the leadership of Rev
Nnimmo Bassey whom I live to respect
for life, who had seen what most of us
have not seen, he is my junior by age but
I respect him because of his vision, that is
how I came to human right and
environmental activism and it was
through my interaction with Rev
Nnimmo that I knew that environment is
life and every other thing we are
discussing, suffering for to succeed, is to
preserve the environment without which
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Well, one thing you have to understand is
that Niger Delta has been enslaved, it
was enslaved by the colonial masters and
there are agreements which the colonial
invaders or colonial activist signed with
out great grand ancestors from other
ethnic groups which we are not making
use of today because of corruption, the
only thing that can save the Niger delta is
the truth, the type of agreements or
memorandum of understanding entered
in to by the colonial invaders and our
ancestral representatives and also
secondly on the modern era, coming up
truthfully to come together and agree on
the way to liberate ourselves, it must be
on agreement for one group to suppress
another group, previously it was ethnic
but presently it's class the ethnic groups
have graduated to class struggle
whether we like it or not because even in
the majority ethnic group there are many
poor people, so the leadership, the ruling
class of the majority ethnic groups did
organize themselves to protect their
properties and all that and when they are
cheated they resort back to their group
saying they are cheated.
They are only trying to be good to some
of their activist giving them what to live
upon, giving them appointment, giving
them positions and all that just to retain
them as industrial slaves to serve the
interest of protecting their lives and their
properties as the masters of their ethnic
groups, while reverting them to industrial
slaves that will watch their interest and
using them to suppress the minorities
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and they sometimes pick one or two
elements and put them in position and
They rule otherwise what we only need
in the society is the identification of the
classes, we know the classes that produce
the social wealth and differentiate them
from the classes that own the object of
production, the means of production,
and also distribution of the wealth and
consumption until we are able to identify
these structures we can never get justice.
Worst of it all is the religious sector is only
contributing their worst; God has no
hand in distributing the wealth. When
they make budgets now instead of
making the peoples budget, the money is
in the central bank, you make a budget,
the budget is executive and ministerial
budgets, and it does not get to reach the
people, instead of making the peoples
budget they make presidential, executive
and ministerial
Budgets, that the only slot meant for the
commoners, the peasants, the market
women are those that pass through the
working class and if you check the
population of the communities the
country and every other thing, the
working class is not up to one tenth, so
how do you think that one tenth out of
the whole total of our national budget
can be able to solve the problem of
poverty, because without the working
class, there is no money from the budget
that reaches the peasantry ,that reaches
those who produce the wealth.
Do you agree that Niger Delta
communities have been
shortchanged in the oil business
despite the creation of
interventionist agencies like
Ministry of Niger Delta and the
NDDC?
All these things are organizations created
by the exploiter class just to appease
those they put up and recognize as the
leaders of the oppressed, if not so tell
how you can be exploiting oil and see

what the oil is doing, go to Abuja and see
what the oil is doing there and the people
are still looking for daily bread, tell where
this thing can happen, tell me where you
are exploiting oil from my land and you
are going to the town like what all
political parties are doing today, they
develop a single town they vest all
money because they know that the
urban area is where the active
revolutionaries lives ,it is where human
right organizations monitor and all that
are living.
They develop these townships, put all
those things the leadership wants and
abandon the peasantry and it is these
agents from the town that go down to
suppress the revolutionary tendencies of
the peasantry, that is why you can see
that current revolution is no more to
come from the zone of the working class
only the peasantry can lead any
revolution now all over the world to
succeed, this is how I see and this is how
I look at it ,any revolution that can
liberate society will be lead by the
peasantry will be lead by those who own
the land,those who exploit the land who
are the pride of the land with all the
sources of wealth is established on the
land and the peasantry that own this land
has been alienated this is why we
experience poverty, people in the urban
area are now controlling the land until
the land is reverted back to the original
owners where they will till the land to
create the wealth, they will be no peace.
All revolution must be led by those who
own the land.

He who plays the pipe dictates the tune,
the government in control and if you
react, you will be labeled as a rebel and
only rebellion will save us because you
cannot ask a rich man who has
established his empire to surrender his
riches he has acquired unless by
force,and before you establish an empire
you must deprived the people who
owned the properties the make you rich
and to revert it demands absolute
sacrifice and I use the word absolute
sacrifice because you don't leave this to
God because God did not ask them to
suppress us, it's the work of the devil and
we cannot be able to run away from the
devil as we have to fight the devil by any
possible means , look revolution started
in heaven God forced Satan out of
heaven so that is how we are going to
fight out the evil doers form this earth
and make way for the kingdom of God to
come and take over the whole earth,
how do you think we can establish the
kingdom of God with our establishing a
preamble for it, did God send us to this
world to be fools? Did God himself retain
his kingdom through prayer? It is through
war and Jesus even in the book of Luke
chapter 22 vs. 35 to 38 instructed his
disciples to sell all their properties and be
armed and when he was attacked peter
used his sword and peter is the apostle
Jesus said he was going to lay the
foundation of his church but he saw
him with sword and he has never told
him one day to drop his sword even at
the last hour it was two swords they were
using to defend Jesus, so if you want
peace you must prepare for war.

These days there are stories of
missing billions, what is your
reaction to that.

How best do you think oil revenue
can benefit local communities?

Well, what do we do? What do you mean
by the state? Who is going to try the
state? Who is appointing the judges?
Who is establishing all instruments of
oppression?
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Well unless there is a readjustment of
how the revenue is to be distributed and
also how the state feels about their
people, because there is no local
government operates on its own, the
local government councils are mere
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affronts to the state and if the y find out
that you are stubborn enough to say no
get me my money allocated to the local
government for me to develop the local
government, you will be thrown off, so I
pity the local government chairman and
as a matter of fact, people may be
blaming them but you see you can be in a
position first before you are and if you are
a local government chairman and you
don't believe in them they will throw you
off as they are people on the waiting list
to take over and in the state too that is the
problem between Amaechi
and
Goodluck Jonathan but we must be
frank because when ideology clashes
with nationalism, ideology gives way to
nationalism. I am from the Niger Delta; I
have seen the corruption in almost all the
sphere of leadership I can never betray
any Niger delta man in the presidency, I
will still hold to him for us to effect the
national change, I will never betray
anybody that will be in the presidency, I
will never betray him, but the only thing
is that we have make hand on it to effect
a general change, that is where I blame
Amaechi, no matter whatever, Goodluck
and his wife might have done Amaechi
would have tolerated him knowing quite
well that almost all the governments, are
all the same and they were using our
man to win us to exploit us the more we
all are entitled
to back Jonathan
because he is of the minority. They are
creating the problems now for the army
to over throw him, make no mistake, I
read politics and I know what security
means if Jonathan were not to be lucky,
the army will over throw him. The
military will never allow their soldiers to
be killed the way Boko Haram is killing
them in the north, they would have over
thrown Jonathan and suppressed that
insurgency. But Jonathan also is
intelligent to be changing them gradually
you see, it's serial system of government
he is intelligent, Amaechi shouldn't have
done it, Amaechi should have studied

the alignment of political organization
from the beginning of politics in Nigeria
that the Hausas have being aligned with
the minority of almost all the groups with
the exception of Yoruba aligning with the
Midwest, the Hausas have been in
control and there is nobody from the
west that will be like Awolowo now. I
worked with Awolowo closely even all
his agents are with PDP if Awolowo is
alive he will never work with PDP and
he would have brought up a party that
would concentrate more on Yoruba
ethnic growth, develop them for the
world to see, Awolowo believes in charity
begins at home that was why he couldn't
rule Nigeria, the horse in the north and
the traitors in thewest and the lovers of
wealth in the east but they have seen
what he did in the west, he brought about
this free education because knowledge is
power and empowered every young
Yoruba man but they are rubbishing him
now. Is there any difference between
APC and PDP? APC wants naked
power without any ideology, without
any program and if they enter now they
will be the worst than PDP, because
immediately they enter now they are the
young generations that are shameless
and they have no respect for virtue, they
have no respect for the life of human
beings, well put does the present
leadership of Yoruba in APC love the
development of any other tribe than
Yoruba? I'm in politics and I read them, I
want to be very frank that the only thing
that can save the Niger delta is to
establish themselves as a unit with their
own ideology of our to manage their
wealth and not to be enslaved by the
influence any other ethnic group in this
country, it is a challenge that we should
now give President Goodluck Jonathan
the backing to understand the workings
of the state and he should try to use his
lieutenants with him to collectively bring
the niger delta people together and we
should be prepared because we are
expecting a revolution in due course and
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the Niger delta should not be lacking, we
have the material, human material,
resources and anything that can make a
nation great ,even some of the nations of
the world today are not up to 1 million
but are members of the united nations ,I
don't see what we are afraid of. Niger
delta have the sea port, the land, the air
and any other thing that can make them
great, the resources that can make them
rich why are we trying to be slaves to
other majority tribes, and what do you
mean by majority tribes? These are the
things worrying me.
At over 80 you are still an active
member of HOCON, what gives you
the drive?
Well it's because I'm fighting against
injustice and whether you like it or not I
must identify that I come from an ethnic
group. Anybody who tells you please
don't be detribalized in this or that tell
them, even Jesus Christ identified
himself as a Jew, how can you tell me that
I'm a detribalized somebody? A
detribalized somebody is someone
without an identity. I am from Akalaka
nation and I'm working from the vantage
of Host community Network almost all
these ethnic groups to come together for
us to establish common policy to fight
our collective rights and use the
collective will to fight the injustice, I can't
come to ijaw and fight their leadership
without the consent of the Ijaw people
that the leadership is oppressing, I can
just come and do that, you can't just
come to this area and fight for the
oppressed people to dismantle their
dictator without their consent, you don't
know the geographical location of this
area, that is why we have to come
together all the tribes of Niger Delta with
one common policy, one common Idea
to fiight the ruling class, there is a ruling
class what we are suffering today id man
made, how does God create somebody
to be poor, what make other people rich?
What makes the exploiter class rich is

Interview
because they exploit us of the wealth
produced from our land, you can't make
any wealth without production from the
land. The wealth of the nation is the land,
and you must preserve the environment.
The environment does not only mean
the land, the environment means the
total structure of the earth, that is the
environment, human being is part of the
environment, animals are a part and
parcel of the environment, plants are part
of the environment, the environment
constitutes nature. So when we talk of a
conducive environment it is when there
is peace we think that there is earth
because you have to appreciate the fact
that the more they are able to terrorize
the environment, the more disunity and
all forms of malfunctioning affects the
human mentality and we act like
animals. The destruction of the
environment destroys the human society
because that is what guides the human
society the environment, if there is no
peace in the environment, there will be
no peace in human society, this is my
belief and this is how I see it, see how
they are destroying the whole earth, the
whole land and now they introducing
nothing but junk foods instead of us
taking organic foods . They are bringing
these junk foods, all these types of foods
we don't know how it came about and we
have to appreciate the fact every area
has its own tropical approach whether
we like it or not, so we shouldn't try to
challenge nature, Europe is in a different
zone, America is in a different zone,
Africa in a different zone so they should
allow us to develop according to the
dictates of our environment, don't force
your own environmental law on our
environmental law to make the world to
be one village. It could be one village
with diversity within them to live in
peace.
What is your dream for Nigeria and
how can it be realized?

My dream for Nigeria is that there should
be justice and this justice can only be
established through the thinking of the
activist ,everybody is involved, there is
nobody that plays abstract role in the
development of a society, every member
must play his role and every member
must be given his right, every member
must be allowed to express his will and all
the members very simple must give as
much as you can and take as much as
you need no waste. God has given us the
opportunity that the earth and the
environment has enough for the people
to circulate but it is because of the way
the wealth is being distributed otherwise
even if there is a weak person there, I can
appreciate when we were growing up
with our communal system of
governance, if you born a child, that
child is for the family, they will train them.
When we were young we didn't know
who is a poor man and who is not a poor
man, we were not measuring poverty
through calculation of poverty because
you have breakfast, lunch and dinner,
that there no foreign system of education
we were not paying to acquire
knowledge, but all these things came,
you pay to acquire that knowledge, you
pay for nearly every services ,we could
have been able to pay it if we are
sustaining the system we were living
with before so that it could have been all
the wealth coming out we could have
said if you have 20 children to go to
school they would have budgeted for this
20 children to go to school. When they
came together and constituted a ruling
class that there low sidedness in the
distribution of the wealth then the ruling
class and the oppressor started to be
established, then poverty came up and
they started talking about scholarship
saying that the child is brilliant and that
they will give him scholarship but even
presently now you buy all thos things
with money, you buy scholarship with
money, you buy justice with money so
that if you don't have money to buy all
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these things, you will die in silence. Its
only question of changing the system of
our governance, we have to revert to
how God placed us before, we had a
system of governance before the advent
of the colonial invaders and we should
stop celebrating independence
reminding our children that we were
slaves and every now and then we start
quoting as it was in London, America are
these countries justified to suppress and
rule the world? Most of all the wars today
which is happening all over the world are
caused by the world powers, they create
all these mushroom wars in order to sell
their military manufactures to empty the
store and manufacture new ones. What
is the point to manufacture guns that
cannot be used to kill animals, what is the
purpose of manufacturing chemicals to
pour on innocent people to clear them
up? Why do they manufacturing all those
things and why are they turning back to
accuse us of corruption? These are
principal structures of corruption, why
are they manufacturing all these things?
L e t ' s f a c e r e a l i t y, i n s t e a d o f
manufacturing what will be useful to
society to promote peace and justice the
manufacture anything to suppress
anybody that challenges their power,
then every now and then when we want
to prepare our constitution we go and
consult them, what do they teach us?
What they will teach us is to write
something that would protect their
position of power ,that is why even in the
united nations they have a security
council that when even the united
nations are taking a decision, members
of the security council can veto the
decision of the United Nations. Why?
United States, United Kingdom, USSR,
China, France… why? Not only that,
they establish many organizations
…World Trade Organization(WTO). EU,
NATO just name them…these world
powers are established
wrongful
organizations that control the whole
world, is that the essence of peace?

Interview
Is that the essence of justice? They
tolerate you when you are serving their
interest but immediately you start talking
about the freedom of your people they
will incite your people against you, the
next day you are branded as a dictator
that is why many African leaders are
dictators immediately you are working
towards the liberation of you people
they will send your people against you
and in order to protect yourself you start
eliminating and they will also support
you to start eliminating your opponent
and at a point they will start to work
against you, and you become a dictator,
they make it difficult for you to work in
your society.This is the trick the imperial
powers are using if not so there are many
African leaders that have good intentions
for their people but immediately you are
in the power they will incite the people
against you, look at Zimbabwe, Mugabe
was not bad, Tsangari was a trade
unionist a progressive, but immediately
they got independence they used him
and it is the imperialist that made

Mugabe to be a dictator, it was the
imperialist that made people like the
Libyan leader Ghadaffi to be dictators,
because when you want to disentangle
yourself from the strong hold of
imperialism they will use every method
to present you to the world as a dictator
and in order to protect yourself on your
seat you must kill, because if you don't
kill you will be killed and they will take
over the power, so we have to study
most of all these things I don't need to be
told, I was the head of the Nigerian Civil
Defense of the whole Egbema during
the war and I know what war means, I
know why you see there is instrument of
cohesion, we inherited them, what we
have in Nigeria today is nothing but the
national police, what we have today is
nothing but the national army, we have
not got what we all the people's army,
we have not got the peoples police,
almost as these instruments we have
now, the instruments of cohesion is for
The interest of the ruling class to protect
their lives and their interest, to protect
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their properties that they have looted
from the common treasury ,so what are
they tell me? Anybody who comes out to
fight against this injustice, they will set up
their target on you and the next thing you
will do is to mobilize to defend your
position, they will distract you and you
will no more face the problem of
developing your people but the problem
of defending your life, this is why most of
the Africans like Haile Selassie. I know
he fought a war and all that but they had
good intensions for their people but the
imperialist, used their lieutenants' to fight
them so much that they turn them to be
dictators, nobody likes to kill if you are a
progressive and these are the things we
have to understand, until we understand
the tricks of the imperialist, why does the
American government send in soldiers to
fight in other countries when it is an oil
producing country, if they know that the
Nigerian government is Corrupt why are
they dealing with the Nigerian
government? They only intervene where
their interest lies.

Milestone

th

marks
20
ERA/FoEN anniversary in style
T

he 20th year anniversary of the
founding of ERA/FoEN was
marked with several events
including a lecture entitled
Environmental Justice Struggles
and the Right to Life, delivered by Ayo
Obe, Co-founder of Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO). The event held at
Reiz Continental Hotel in Abuja on
March 19, 2013, to coincide with the exit
of ERA/FoEN Executive Director,
Nnimmo Bassey. ERA/FoEN staff and
management used the opportunity to
examine the existence of ERA/FoEN as
an organisation, x-ray the journey so far,
and celebrate some key achievements. A
cultural show by the Atilogu Dancers and
an award ceremony were not left out.
Civil society organisations from across
the globe, community-based groups,the
Host Communities Network (HoCoN),

the academia, students of tertiary
institutions, government representatives
and the Norwegian government
represented by its ambassador to
Nigeria, Rolf Ree, attended the event.
Goodwill messages were taken from
ERA/FoEN allies and friends including
Rolf Ree, Dr. Joe Odumakin, the
executive director of the Institute of
Human Rights and Democratic Studies,
Ivonne Yanez of Oilwatch International,
Siziwe Khanyile of Groundwork, South
Africa, and Yngvild Lorentzen of Friends
of the Earth (FoE) Norway.
Head of the Department of Business
Administration at the University of
Benin, Professor Festus Iyayi, who
doubled as chair of the event, said that
he was pleased to be part of the
ceremony in view of the organisation's
achievements, moving from a one room
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apartment to one with functional offices
in five states of the federation. He
thanked ERA/FoEN people who have
made silent voices heard in the 20 years
of the organisation's existence, even as
he added that in his own presentation
some salient achievements that
ERA/FoEN has made that have not been
celebrated will be highlighted.
Ayo Obe, a renowned lawyer and activist
noted that ERA/FoEN was the brainchild
of CLO during a period of Nigerian
history which was fraught with human
rights abuses under military misrule and
crackdown of civil society groups in
general.
Obe explained that the international
prominence that the ERA/FoEN project
achieved was because of the focus on oil
exploration and resulting pollution which
attracted the attention of Friends of the
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Earth, an international NGO whose
mandate is the environment and the
defence of the planet against the
depredations of humankind.
According to her, at that time there were
also issues of deforestation the Okomu
Forest being leveled by Michelin,
pollution caused by oil extraction in
Ogoniland and indeed, all over the Niger
Delta, desertification in Borno and
Sokoto States.
She noted that although ERA/FoEN is
marking its 20th Anniversary, it should
not be forgotten that, like every other
human rights organisation, it focuses on
securing justice and achieving the kind of
changes that makes the state wake up to,
and fulfill its own obligations.

These, she noted, is within the context of
Section 33 of the Nigerian Constitution:
33. (1) Every person has a right to life,
and no one shall be deprived
intentionally of his life, save in execution
of the sentence of a court in respect of a
criminal offence of which he has been
found guilty in Nigeria.
There is some qualification of this right in
section 33(2), but this hardly raises any
issue that would affect environmental
rights. Is there anything more direct on
the subject of the right to life and the
condition of the environment? Chapter
II of the Constitution which deals with
Fundamental Objectives and Directive
Principles of State Policy is famously
non-justiciable, but we do find some
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specific mention of the environment in
section 20, which says:
20. The State shall protect and improve
the environment and safeguard the
water, air and land, forest and wild life of
Nigeria.
This provision is supported by others,
namely sections 13 and 17(2)(d), which
say:
13. It shall be the duty and responsibility
of all organs of government, and of all
authorities and persons, exercising
legislative, executive or judicial powers,
to conform to, observe and apply the
provisions of this Chapter of this
Constitution.
17. (2) In furtherance of the social order(d) exploitation of human or natural
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resources in any form whatsoever for
reasons, other than the good of the
community, shall be prevented; and
When we consider the situation in the
country today, it seems clear that these
provisions are being honoured more in
the breach than the observance. It
seems to me that we should strive to
make the goals expressed in Chapter II if
they cannot become a sword in the near
future by which governments can be
forced to provide, to at least have them
as a shield by which governments can be
prevented from taking away.
If
government does not provide one with
housing, clean water, employment etc.
as it is supposed to aim to do in
accordance with Chapter II, it ought to be
prevented from depriving people of the
housing, water and employment that
they have managed to provide for
themselves, and certainly not without
providing a viable alternative. With the
process of constitutional amendment
under way, this is something to consider
in the short term. Nothing stops us from
being Oliver Twist and asking for the
sword part once the shield is in place!

Earlier, former ERA/FoEN ED,Nnimmo
Bassey, said the organisation has never
really marked any anniversary hence it
was good to reflect on what had
happened in its 20 years of existence.
Among other details, he said ERA/FoEN
began life as a project of the Civil
Liberties Organisation (CLO) around
1990 but became an independent
organisation when it became impossible
for it to operate in the world of
environmental networks while being
anchored in the human rights
community.
According to him, the environment out
of which it was born gave ERA/FoEN the
unique platform and character that
forcefully pushed the fact that
environmental rights are even more
holistic than human rights because
humans are merely a part of the
environment and even though their
rights are considered predominant this
does not mean that theirs are necessarily
superior to other beings or to nature
herself.
He reiterated the key principles that have
powered ERA/FoEN among which is the
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following:
That every African has a right to a safe
and satisfactory environment favourable
to his/her development as captured in
Article 24 of the African Charter of
Peoples and Human Rights.
That human rights are also well defended
when ecosystems are respected.
That the promotion of environmentally
responsible governmental, commercial,
community and individual practices is
best attained through the empowerment
of local people.
That local people have the right and
knowledge to control local resources
Pro-environment policy changes are best
worked for though non-violent
resistance.
He also identified individuals and
communities that have inspired
ERA/FoEN activities. They include Ken
Saro-Wiwa, executed by the junta of the
late Sani Abacha on false charges on 10
November 1995, the peoples of
Umeuchem, Bakalori, Odi, Odioma,
Ilaje, Gbaramatu, among others, as well
as foremost community activist,
Comrade Che Ibegwura who, at over 80
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years, keeps trudging on the path of environmental justice. Bassey also saluted Sister Majella Macarron, a Catholic nun from Ireland
whose gift of books in those early days helped to frame ERA/FoEN work.
In conclusion he said that for ERA/FoEN twenty years have passed and twenty more will come. The event was also an opportunity
to introduce Dr. Godwin Ojo, the current Executive Director. Other highlights of the event were a short video clip of views from
international groups ERA/FoEN has worked with on environmental advocacy, a panel session on THE ROLE OF CIVIL
SOCIETY IN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT delivered by Prof Joan Martinez-Aliers and Ivonne Yanez of
Oilwatch International.
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talvivaara wastes,

Sordid environmental
impacts of mining in
Sotkamo and other
environments near the
Talvivaara Nickel Mine in
Finland can only be
likened to Shell's four
decade-long pollution of
Ogoni environment in
Rivers State. PHILIP
JAKPOR who recently
visited Ogoniland was
also in the company of
conser vationists that
toured the Talvivaara
environment and several
polluted lakes in Finland.
Here he recounts the
experience.

a pollution like our own

Excerpts:

T

here is no doubting the fact that
the degraded environment in
Nigeria's Niger Delta has
received more media mentions than any
other violated environment the world
over. The emblem of pollution in the
region is Ogoniland, homeland to over
one million people in Rivers state, which
rose to international prominence when a
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) Assessment
released on August 4, 2011 showed that
its environment could actually be ranked
as one of the most polluted globally.
Shell's exploration activities which it was
forced to halt in 1993 is the cause of
destroyed farmlands, fisheries and
wetlands in Ogoni.

According to the UNEP, restoration of the
Ogoni environment will take 30 years to
complete and will gulp billions of dollars.
Bad as the Ogoni situation is, it does not
however preclude the fact that similar
environmental assaults wrought by
extractive companies also exist in some
developed nations and in magnitudes
the world could never have imagined.
Finland, in Northern Europe is one
country that readily comes to mind in this
equation. Finland is blessed with
beautiful landscapes, heavily forested
with pines and birch trees, and is
believed to have the largest forest cover
on the European continent. In the heart
of the eastern part of the country,
precisely areas around the municipality
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of Sotkamo which covers an area
roughly 2,952.11 square kilometres,
conservationists are worried over the
pollution of their lakes by Talvivaara, a
mining company that extracts nickel and
uranium from the environment.
Independent findings have shown that in
lakes about 140 kilometers from the
Talvivaara there are unnaturally high
concentrations of sulfuric acid and
natural uranium. Fish no longer inhabit
the lakes and livelihoods continue to
suffer.
History
Talvivaara, where the Talvivaara Mining
Company operates is one of the largest
nickel deposits in Europe.

Campaign
The mine employs over 400 people and
consists of two deposits -Kuusilampi and
Kolmisoppi, which are three kilometres
apart. The mine has an annual
production capacity of over 10 million
tonnes of ore with reserves amounting to
one billion tonnes. Nickel, copper, zinc
and cobalt are graded at the mine and
amounts to 2.2 million tonnes of nickel,
1.3 million tonnes of copper, 5 million
tonnes of zinc and 0.2 million tonnes of
cobalt annually.
At Talvivaara, nickel-bearing sulfide
minerals which are present in low
concentrations are accessible by bioheap leaching technology, a method
which utilizes special bacterial cultures to
liberate valuable metals from sulphide
ores.
The Talvivaara Mining Company was
established in 2004 after acquiring the
rights to mine sites at Sotkamo from
Outokumpu, a company that initially
obtained the mining rights. The
company concluded metals recovery
trial in 2006, secured financing and was
listed on the London Stock Exchange in
2007. It also got listed on the Helsinki
Stock Exchange in 2009.
The company obtained permits to
commence mining in 2007 and metals
production started late in 2008.The
construction of the mine itself is said to
have gulped an estimated 560 million
euros in 20072008, and an additional 22
million which was obtained from
Helsinki Exchange in 2009.

The Beginning of Sorrows
One critical issue which
environmentalists find unsettling is that
though the company never mentioned
anything about uranium production
while applying permits to star t
operations, in 2010 it announced the
commencement of uranium production
as a by-product from its normal mining
operations in Sotkamo. The capital
investment costs of the uranium
production were 30millioneuros and
estimated annual production costs of two
million euros.
Uranium production from the mine is
estimated to meet 80 percent of Finland's
annual uranium demand, although
reprocessing and enrichment would be
required to be conducted abroad, and
would effectively double the production

When the incident occurred, very
substantial quantity of uranium waste,
nickel and sulfur acid waste waters were
expelled and released into the nearby
lakes. A fence that would have shielded
the pollution from getting into the lakes
was not ready at the time. The incident
cut the company's output forecast for
2012. There were two other output cuts
that same year, scaling the company's
output down to about 13,000 tons from
as much as 30,000 tons initially
projected. On 8 April 2013 another leak
put at 7,000 cubic metres an hour was
noticed coming from the mine. Reports
had it that before the leak there were
620,000 cubic meters of was waste water
in the reservoir, and in the afternoon a
day after the leak, 370,000 cubic meters
remained, with 250,000 cubic meters of

Pollution in Egiland Bayelsa State
What is Nickel?
Nickel is silvery-white, hard, malleable,
and ductile metal. It is of the iron group
and a fairly good conductor of heat and
electricity. It is used in many industrial
and consumer products, including
stainless steel, magnets, coinage,
rechargeable batteries, electric guitar
strings, and microphone capsules,
among others.

of uranium in the European Union
(EU).The uranium is deposited into a
gypsum pond.
It did not take long for the mine to start
impacting the immediate and nearby
environments. And the impacts started at
the same gypsum pond. In November
2012 the mine had an 11-day leak of
waste water from the pond.
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contaminated liquid released into the
environment, again. Other impacts felt
by locals are dust, vibrations, noise, and
odours.
Impacts Spreading
In all, 216,000 tons of hazardous waste
water from the company's gypsum pond
is said to have got into free-flowing water

Campaign

in lakes that community folks use for fish
farming and other uses. Constituents of
the waste included natural uranium,
which necessitated the government
dropping calcium carbonate from
helicopters to disperse the pollutants in
the affected lakes. Lakes affected
included Lumijoki (Snow River), YläLumijärvi (Upper Snow Lake) and
Kivijär vi (Stone L ake). Recent
independent tests have however
confirmed uranium and other chemicals
still present in the waters, over 10
kilometers on the Southeast and
Northwest of the Talvivaara. In addition,
sulfates from the facility are in free
flowing waters about 140 kilometers
from the facility.
Sulfate concentration in the effluent was
said to have exceeded the permitted
levels, causing severe pollution in the
water course. There were also odour and
dust problems.
A European Commission investigation
into the company's compliance with EU
directives on mining waste in June 2012
noted that environmental officials have
not efficiently taken issue with the
violations, and have thereby violated
Finland's EU obligations.

Rising Voices
Local people and activists confessed that
the unusually high uranium content from
the gypsum waste pond that got into their
lakes violate their right to a safe
environment.
Janne Kumpulainen, director of Kainuu
District Organization for Nature
Conservation in a guided tour of the
polluted lakes said: “what we had feared,
especially the violations and flaws we
asked the government and the
supervisory authorities not to permit
were allowed and has violated the
environment and lakes not only in the
Talvivaara but also in many other places
in Kainuu and Lapland. What beats our
imagination is that uranium has been
extracted from the very beginning of
mining operations in the Talvivaara
mines, but was not mentioned in the
company's Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) procedure. There
wasno mention of uranium in the
environmental permit that was granted
yet the Talvivaara has been allowed to
extract hundreds of tons of uranium per
year and ruined our environment”
Kumpulainen explained that the
Talvivaara mine has proven to be a
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hazard for water systems on both sides of
the watershed.
Sotkamon Parish curate, Antti Lankinen
also frowned at the level of pollution in
the lakes. Lankinen was the arrowhead
of opposition to the Talvivarra after
international experts said the bio-heap
leaching technology that the company
touted as effective and full-proof would
fail. He was not taken serious at the
commencement of the company's
operations until the leak from the
gypsum pool occurred.
L ankinen showed several aerial
photographs of the pollution which he
captured recently, even as he explained
the story behind the opposition of local
folks to the Talvivaara project:
“When construction of the plant in
Sotkamo started in 2007, the promoters
said it will produce 30,000 tons of nickel
yearly and will reach 50,000 tons in not
too distant future. Many people trusted in
promises of jobs, safe environment and
so on but now we are in shock. They said
the company would use bio-leaching, a
process which international experts said
would fail with negative impacts on the
environment but the government still
gave Talvivaara the go ahead to start

Campaign
work”
The parish curate explained that the
Finnish Geological Department had in
1980 said uranium was in large quantity
at the mine site in Sotkamo and that the
uranium deposits there was the largest
deposit in Finland but most folks had
forgotten this and as such, did not realize
that in mining nickel the Talvivaara
operators would also start extracting
uranium. The major problems however
started when the company could not
manage its waste water which had to be
discharged into nearby lakes.
Policing, not like the Niger Delta
Unlike what obtains in Nigeria's Niger
Delta where facilities of extractive
companies are guarded by stern-looking
security operatives that are armed to the
teeth, the security officials working at the
Talvivaara mine are civil and only ensure
visitors do not go close to areas
designated as danger zones, especially
the gypsum pool which is a reservoir for
waste water. Visitors are free to take
pictures from a short distance from the
facility or even seek permission to go into
the company premises to ask questions.
The security operatives at the Talvivaara
explain the company's view on the
pollutions.
By the time the team arrived the vicinity
of the gypsum pool in company of local
activists, the security operatives wearing
overalls with the bold inscription ISS,
were obser ved patrolling the
environment in a Hilux jeep and
capturing movements of suspiciouslooking visitors on video cameras. When
the team moved closer to the gypsum
pool they (security staff)moved in swiftly
and halted to question the teams' mission
to the pool. They asked if we had permits
to go close to the facility, to which we
informed that we had reached out to the
company through its media department
for a visit the previous day but got no
response as at the time of the visit.

They asked for our Photo Identity Cards
which we promptly obliged them.
Discovering that the team was made up
of journalists and conservationists, they
took notes, after which they said the
team should go ahead with the
observations but with their (security
operatives) team following in their Hilux
closely behind.
At close range
One of the polluted free-flowing waters
visited included the sulfur-polluted
Jormas River which has forced fish to
move to safer waters. Also visited was the
Ash River where polluted water flows
through watersheds as well as vicinity
within the mines that suffer impacts of
dust from the mines. Another is
Lumiyoki otherwise known as Snow
River which assimilated over 200,000
cubic meters of uranium waste, nickel
and cadmium in 2012. In the course of
this investigation the three- kilometer
wide Kivijarvi otherwise called Stone
Lake where there is no longer any fish or
fisherfolks was visited.
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A conspicuous sign put in place by the
Stop TALVIVARRA activists warned that
no fishing or swimming should take place
there. Sulfates, manganese and other
chemicals are said to be in several layers
of the water and mud under.
Following the incident, the company dug
very ditches by the sides of the lakes that
are supposed to serve as conduit for
waste water, many of which had
previously been allowed to flow into the
free-flowing waters.
Along the entire stretch the team
observed that there was no more life in
the lake. Birds no longer came for food,
fish moved to cleaner waters and
fisherfolks and visitors were warned not
to swim or even touch the water. Danger
signs were displayed in strategic sections.
Can the Talvivaara mine be
stopped from polluting?
Kumpulainen explained that the task of
getting the mines to operate within the
confines of its permits is daunting.
According to him, the economic crimes
division of the Oulu Police has been
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given the task to determine if the volume
of emissions from the Talvivaara mine in
Sotkamo constitutes an environment
crime. The community folks still await
the outcome of the police investigation.
This, notwithstanding, Finland's nuclear
safety authority, STUK, which took some
water samples from lake Salminen, near
the Sotkamo mine, said its tests showed
uranium levels six times higher than the
advised level for drinking water.

The real fear emanates from the fact that
Finland's many lakes are interconnected,
as such, pollution in one lake can flow
into rivers and lakes downstream.
Though the STUK said the uraniumaffected waters would not pose a
significant threat to public health, activist
believe that the government and its
agencies cannot be trusted to side with
conservationists as the same
government owns about 16.7 percent
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stock of the company valued at € 60
million. Initially the state investment in
the company was valued at €31 million.
The public sector pension funds
Ilmarinen, Varma and Keva also own
stock managed by the Finnish Minister of
Economic Affairs. In April 2013 the
Finnish government again invested an
additional €47 million in the mines.

ERA Reports

ERA/FoEN revisits Ijegun on fears of

possible explosion

O

n the 20th of February 2013 the ERA/FoEN had cause to revisit Ijegun, a community in Ikotun Local Government Area of
Lagos which had witnessed a devastating pipeline rupture on May 15, 2008.

The community spokesman, Mr. Oluseni Soewu who raised the alarm, revealed that a section of the ground floor of the building his
family resides (which was also gutted in the explosion during the pipeline rupture) gave way on the morning of Monday February 18
and immediately after, the strong smell of petrol could be perceived in the environment, thus necessitating a warning to occupants
of the building to avoid anything that could ignite a fire. Community people residing in other buildings also complained that the
smell of petrol emanating from the earth around their premises since the pipeline rupture five years ago had worsened in recent
time.
The explosion in 2008 occurred when an
earthmover belonging to Hitech, a
company contracted by the Lagos
government to dualise the Ijegun-IsoloJakande Estate road, unknowingly
ruptured a Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) pipeline which
runs acrossthe community to other parts
of the state.
Before the incident, the shallow depth of
the pipeline had been a cause of worry to
the locals who had written to the NNPC

some weeks before to do something
about it so as to forestall ruptures.
Unfortunately, the corporation neither
acknowledged receipt of the letter nor
bothered to reply. On the day of the
incident, it took the combined effort of
men of the fire service and volunteers to
put out the fires which had incinerated
over 40 locals, mostly school pupils of a
nearby school, destroyed 15 homes, 20
vehicles and other property running into
millions of naira.
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Subsequently the NNPC claimed it had
carried out repair of the pipeline and
remediated the environment. This claim,
the community people have continued
to counter, saying the corporation only
did a shoddy job since their environment
still emitted the noxious odour of
petroleum products.
When ERA/FoEN arrived in the
community on fresh fears, one thing was
certain: Everywhere the strong smell of
petroleum products hung thick in the air.

ERA Reports
Oluseni Soewu, spokesperson of the
Ijegun Pipeline Explosion Victims
explained that, “since the fire incident of
2008 the blocks in my building started
weakening and falling apart because of
the volumes underground. This has
been on in the five years since the
incident but suddenly on Monday
morning (February 18) the floor by the
side of the building gave way.
Immediately it happened everybody
started perceiving the strong odour of
petrol. It is so strong as you can also
perceive that I also perceive it in my room
at the upper floor. This is in addition to
the pollution of the well and borehole we
used to use. Look at my skin (he
stretched out his arms to show patches on
his skin). Can't you see how scaly it has
become from the use of this polluted
water? It is the same with my wife and
most residents here. Sometimes we are
forced to use the water to bath because of
the high cost of patronising water
vendors. It is a very sad situation. Yet,
NNPC claimed they did a cleanup of the
environment”
ERA/FoEN team led by Philip Jakpor,
head of media, observed very strong
smell of petrol in the environment
resided by the Ijegun residents (buildings
along the Ijegun- Isolo-Jakande road) in
addition to ignitable quantity of petrol
found in wells and boreholes that were
former sources of water for domestic use.
The team noted in its report that going by
observation, the NNPC did not do a
thorough job on mopping the spill and
remediating the environment.
An important note it also documented is
the fact that the Ijegun- Isolo-Jakande
road which Hitech was slated for
dualisation when the incident occurred
in 2008 is still in a deplorable condition
as vehicles now find it difficult
meandering from one bad spot to
another. The situation may worsen
during the rains and inflict more
hardships on the people except

something is done soonest.
At the end of the visit, ERA/FoEN
demanded that:
The federal and L agos State
government compel NNPC to carry
out a comprehensive audit and proper
clean-up of the Ijegun environment.
The cleanup must involve soil and
water treatment in line with
international best practice in the oil
industry
A revisit of the Ijegun rupture incident
by the federal and Lagos state
government, and prosecution of
NNPC officials found culpable of
dereliction of duty in responding to
the alarm raised by the Ijegun
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community on the dangers posed by
the shallow and poorly designated
pipeline before the incident of 2008
occurred
Immediate provision of alternative
water supply for Ijegun residents to
ameliorate their plight
The NNPC car r y out regular
maintenance and integrity checks on
its pipelines in Ijegun and across the
country
NNPC compensate victims of the
Ijegun incident including the families
of the deceased victims

ERA Reports
Publish What You Pump Campaign Debuts
ERA/FoEN efforts to discourage oil theft and ensure transparency and accountability in the oil and gas sector engaged new gear
with the launch of the Publish What You Pump (PWYP) campaign to complement Publish What You Pay initiated by the Nigeria
Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (NEITI).
The initiative is targeted at getting institutions such as the Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR) to set up appropriate
guidelines for measuring oil and gas production as well as have the necessary tools to carry out their oversight functions.
At the launch in Port Harcourt which was well attended by representatives of civil society groups, community-based organisations
and the media, we re-echoed the fact that that although the NEITI processes have been ongoing for nearly 12 years, it has largely
failed to sanitize the Nigerian petroleum sector or reduced the level of corruption withNigeria losing nearly 500,000 barrels of crude
oil per day, costing the nation nearly $8 billion dollars per year.

ERA/FoEN Executive Director, Godwin
Ojo said that the launch of the PWYP
marks an important milestone in
national and global advocacy to ensure
good governance, transparency and
accountability in the oil and gas sector.
Ojo stressed that though Nigeria is
endowed with abundant natural
resources, it is unable to utilize this for the
wellbeing of citizens. As a result, poverty
is rife, and more than 50 percent of its
citizens live on less than US$2 per day.
He added that the Nigerian government
is yet to properly account for the US$
600 billion accruing from oil in the last
four decades, even as NEITI audits have

Unearthed a variety of discrepancies
over the 10-year audit period and
discovered nearly $2.6 billion dollars
loss, tax evasion, and non-payment of
royalties by the oil majors.
He explained that the PWYP draws
attention to the crime scene of ecological
devastation, ecocide, and oil theft in the
Niger Delta, and will hold oil companies
and the presiding captains
overseeingrots and deaths corporately
personally accountable for the deaths
and destruction they are helping to
create.
The initiative will ensure metering of oil
and gas at well heads and flow stations
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and guarantee operators in the industry
and regulatory bodies to publicly
disclose or engage easily available
scientific templates for precise
measurement of the volume of all oil and
gas produced in Nigeria, and at the
different stages of the production
process.
It will shatter the myths and
misconceptions that it is technologically
impossible to ascertain the volume of oil
and gas produced on a daily basis in
Nigeria, reduce the level of waste, and
enhance revenue for infrastructure and
social amenities provision.

