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The Red Herring Called REDD

Activists Resisting REDD

Blood red or Red hot?

R

educing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation (REDD), is an international mechanism
within the UN climate talks and other international
forums which will provide compensation to governments,
communities, companies or individuals in developing
countries for actions taken to Reduce Emissions from
Deforestation and forest Degradation to a level below an
established reference level in developing countries.
The basic idea behind REDD is simple: Developing countries
that are willing and able to reduce emissions from
deforestation should be financially compensated for doing so.
It involves simply trying to stop cutting down of forests or
forest degradation thereby reducing the amount of CO2 that is
released into the atmosphere. But practically, this is not so.
REDD in developing countries has continued to attract wide
spread condemnations across the world due to some very
obvious leakages in methodologies. REDD is Colonialism of
forests because it allows Northern polluters to buy permits to
pollute or “carbon credits” by promising not to cut down
forests and plantations in the South.
Facts About UN-REDD Programme
The UN-REDD programme was set up in September 2008
and is run jointly by three United Nations agencies: the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
The UN-REDD is explicitly promoting market-based REDD.
It allows pollution to continue elsewhere.
The UN-REDD is currently supporting pilot projects in some
countries: Bolivia, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Indonesia, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Tanzania, Vietnam, and Zambia.
REDD-type projects around the world have been known to
marginalize and victimize the poor in forest bearing
communities and territories especially in Africa where
significant risks abound with the scheme. Indigenous forest
communities where REDD projects are ongoing see REDD
as Colonialism of the Forests.
REDD in Cross River State, Nigeria
The Cross River State government and the Federal
government through its Ministry of Environment in
Collaboration with three United Nations agencies; UNEP,
FAO and UNDP have been the driving force behind the
REDD+ agenda in Nigeria where one million hectares of
forested landmass including mangroves is waiting to be
grabbed under the UNREDD scheme.
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What is the major attraction?
Cross River State holds the largest share of rainforest in
Nigeria. The forest supports the livelihoods of more than 85
per cent of rural dwellers. The State requested membership of
the UN-REDD programme in December 2009 after it joined
the Governor's Climate Change and Forests Forum. Nigeria
was later admitted as an observer country and hosted a UNREDD mission in October, 2010. One million hectares of
forested landmass including mangroves in Cross Rivers is
waiting to be grabbed under this unholy arrangement with 30
billion Naira expected as REDD fund. The three forest blocks
earmarked for REDD take off in the State are:
•Mbe/Afi forest block
•Ekuri forest block
•Mangrove forest reserve
Over 20 communities across the targeted area in the state
have over the years relied on the
forest and its resources for survival,
yet they are barely carried along in
the process. These forest resource
owners who are mostly farmers are
ignorant of the implications of the
initiative in their area let alone able
to challenge the process, as the
Nigerian Government in union
with the Cross River state
government see REDD as a
development opportunity at the
detriment of indigenous
community people.
Pitfalls about REDD
Most of the forests of the world are found in community
peoples' land. Hence, REDD has the potential to affect their
rights to use, own and manage their lands, and resources
therein. With the initiative, it is possible that the government
will choose to sell carbon rights on untitled lands without
reference to or consultation with the traditional owners of those
lands. REDD-type projects have already resulted in land grabs,
violations of human rights, threats to cultural survival,
militarization of communities, scams and servitude in many
countries where its been implemented.
REDD+, REDD++, and all its bogus versions could mean the
inclusion of industrial logging, plantations, agro fuel cultivation
in the scheme. It could mean just anything provided money is
attached.
The initiative ignores primary causes of destruction of forests
with signs of repeating many of the mistakes of the past.
Global efforts have too often ignored local needs, while failing
to address the most fundamental challenge to global forest
management that deforestation usually is caused by economic
pressures imposed from outside the forests.
The initiative continues to explicitly value carbon storage
above the improvement of forest conditions and livelihoods.

Under REDD there will be a growing number of landgrabs
by Governments and individuals who are motivated by a
desire to take advantage of its forest-based carbon credits,
without consultation with local forest users.
REDD is rife with “perverse incentives” to convert natural
forests into monoculture tree plantations and to actually
increase deforestation
How does REDD impact Community Peoples?
An estimated 60million community people are completely,
dependent on forests and are considered the most threatened
by REDD.
Community People remain Key in the REDD discourse, this is
because, Local peasant farmers and indigenous communities
are the defenders of food, agriculture,
water, forests, biodiversity and the
environment. By history, they are part
traditional owners and custodians of
forests and its resources, but
unfortunately, their role is hardly
recognized in policy formulation as it
re l a t e s t o c o m m u n i t y f o re s t
governance.
These very important and eco-friendly
peoples, who have depended on the
forest ecosystem for survival, turn out
to be the worst hit when community forest lands are allotted to
corporate individuals and transnational companies. The
dividend of such allotment which is usually shrouded in shady
deals is pain and not gain leading to
socio and cultural dislocation, starvation, sicknesses and
diseases for community people.
The scheme is being implemented in developing countries in
the tropics and sub-tropics and is focusing on forest areas- in
many places, the traditional and customary territories of
community peoples.
These forests have been inhabited by our community people
for hundreds if not thousands of years. Rather than destroying
them, traditional land use and management practices have led
to more diverse landscapes and thus to an increase in
biological diversity.
REDD schemes will make rules about what can and cannot
happen inside forests, regulating activities like farming,
hunting, gathering of bush foods, medicinal leaves, firewood
collection and lumber for construction or any other use of
resources in the forests.
Small hold farmers are usually not considered as relevant and
active stakeholders in forest management/decision making
processes.
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REDD: Land grab Or Development Opportunity?
Entrusting community forest lands to multinational companies
and multilateral agencies by Government have never brought
development but impoverishment to community dwellers with
differentiated impact on women, children and the physically
challenged.
The sad news about this is that many African Governments see
this 'flourishing corporate land grab' as a development
opportunity. This is very disturbing!
With REDD, Governments and Transnational companies like
shell will take more control over community forests land
without the consent or consideration of community people.
Apart from increasing Transnational companies and
Governments sovereignty over natural resources, and its
potential displacement of indigenes, REDD has a track record
of undermining people's rights.
REDD sounds interesting, yet its designed to reward those who
deforest, and not those who already protect the forests.
However, its concept can best be defined as a “sheep in wolfs
clothing”.
Another issue about REDD is that only few are aware of its
adverse implications. Hence, there is a problem of making
informed choice.
The corporate tactics of land grabbing tramples on
community peoples rights to lands and resources.
Can a Tree make a Forest?
Plantations/monocultures are not forests!
Replacing forests with plantations cause devastating
environmental consequences as well as social, spiritual and
economic impacts on forest communities.
FAO's definition of forest used by the UNFCC includes
plantations, industrial logging, Genetically modified trees etc.
This is unacceptable. We require a holistic definition that
recognizes the native forests, jungles and the diverse
ecosystems on earth.
Plantations do not store as much Carbon as forests do.
An expanded REDD effort, known as REDD+, falls short of
considering the needs and roles of communities and other
local inhabitants. REDD+ as a version of REDD, names forest
conservation as a goal and sustainable forest management as a
solution; But it continues to explicitly value carbon storage
above the improvement of forest conditions and livelihoods.
A recent REDD statement released by Friends of the Earth
warns that REDD funds may imply the replacement of forests
with large monoculture plantations. It could also make poverty
worse and deplete biodiversity even further.
As an Environmental Justice Group, Environmental Rights
Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria, ERA/FoEN, believes that

allowing rich countries to keep polluting in the North otherwise
known as annex 1 (according to Kyoto protocol) or developed
countries, and coming to the south addressed as third world
countries to cultivate plantations for rubber, palm oil, banana,
gmelina, agro fuels, and palm oil is not the answer to climate
change. It is environmental racism that has put the local
community people more at risk. It renders the continent the
worst hit with grave and devastating environmental
consequences arising from sins they contribute little or nothing
to. This is unacceptable!
Carbon markets: real or false solutions?
Carbon trading is susceptible to wide abuse as there are
chances that a lot of criminal minds will take advantage of
the REDD schemes in Nigeria to make money for private
pockets.
Funds are most likely going to be highjacked by
undeserving recipients.
There are no modalities in place to check who engages it, as
well as who the current and final beneficiaries of REDD
fund would be.
It creates more profit for polluters and does not stop climate
change.
Carbon offsetting is 'Carbon upsetting'; It creates more
profit for polluters and does not stop climate change
REDD allows the conversion of natural tropical forests to
plantations; this would increase Carbon emissions- a huge
cause of global warming.
These obvious leakages in methodologies and operations
make REDD a complex headache that deserves real
solutions.
REDD for forest conservation should not be used as “an
excuse” so that countries and corporations continue
contaminating.
Shell is compounding its devastating impacts on Mother
Earth and Indigenous Peoples by financing REDD which
may result in the largest land may grab of all time and more
genocide against forest dependent Peoples.
Carbon trading has proven extremely lucrative in terms of
generating investor dividends, but has completely failed in
reducing greenhouse gases.
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Our Opposition to REDD
With the inclusion of forests in the carbon markets,REDD has
put a price tag on our forests, its resources and community
people. It is a dangerous Eco-business that enriches polluters
and impoverishes forest community people who have
conserved the forests over the years .The inclusion of
plantations in the scheme is a crime against nature. Our Forest
is not for sale. It should not be reduced to a commodity. REDD
and its versions (REDD+, ++) with a red tag, and all other
market mechanisms like Carbon trading, Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM), and debt for nature exchanges as t are not
true solutions to climate change. We deeply supports forest
conservation but not its inclusion in Carbon market.
We denounce the way in which the capitalist model imposes
schemes and invades territories with militarized territories,
evicting community people from their lands, forests, inhibiting
food sovereignty and deepening socio-environmental crises.
Agenda for Forest Conservation
Government at all levels in Nigeria should take honest,
realistic and practical steps in fighting climate change by first
stopping gas flaring in the Niger Delta (the number one
contributor to climate change in Nigeria and sub-Saharan
Africa) instead of gambling and trading with our forests.
Forest must be out of Carbon markets if there should be
REDD.
Our forest is not for sale! It is our life and source of
livelihoods for millions of forest dependent peoples in forest
bearing communities in Nigeria and Africa.
World Bank, FAO, UNEP, UNDP and multinational
companies like Shell should hands off our forests.
Plantations are not Forests. REDD should reward
community people who protect the forests and not drivers
of deforestation and forest degradation like plantation
merchants and unsustainable logging contractors.
The Nigerian Government must actively and sufficiently
engage forest community dwellers; civil society groups, in
the ongoing REDD negotiation process and adopt
Community forest management practices as one of the
concrete solutions to climate change.
All print and electronic journalists on environment in
Nigeria and Africa should deepen their knowledge on
REDD and other salient environmental issues.

Government must conduct Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) on targeted forest communities.
Governments should engage civil society groups and forest
dependent people in the entire process.
Developed countries owe us an ecological debt as a result of
colonialism and inequitable use of global commons and
disproportionate contribution to emissions that have
resulted in climate change.
Awareness should be raised at all levels on the implications
of the scheme as there is little or no concrete information on
the subject matter.
Unless all sectors work together to address the impact of
global consumption, including growing demand for food
and biofuel, and problems of land scarcity, REDD will fail to
arrest environmental degradation and will heighten
poverty.
Adopting crucial and inexpensive options like, afforestation
program placing a ban on deforestation and deforestation
moratoria, sustainable timber har vesting, and
strengthening community forest management methods can
be considered as the only concrete solutions.
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We are Licensed To Level the ForestsCharcoal Makers

Charcoal makers in Irele-Ekiti, Ekiti State

I

rele and Oke Ako, both in Ikole Local
Government of Ekiti State, and Ogbe
in Yagba Local Government Area of
Kogi State are
focal locations for
ERA/FoEN campaigns to end systematic
decimation of forest and forest resources.
Since 2005 the activities of loggers
started impacting negatively on the forest
due to indiscriminate cutting down of the
trees for charcoal production in those
communities .
Ogbe, Kogi State
At the former massive forest in Ogbe,
stumps of huge trees dot the entire
landscape. Trees cut and organized in
heaps in preparation for burning into
charcoal are noticed at various points.
Remnants of charcoal carted away by
charcoal merchants also littered many
open spaces.
Farther into the fast depleting forest,

several settlements come into view. Here,
the loggers and their families are
camped. What is observed is that most of
the houses are built with mud and roofed
with hay. From the thatched huts
children peep to catch a glimpse of
people making their way through the
forests.
The reality of the ravages eating up the
forest are heard not too far away as the
cutting edge sound of chainsaw working
their way into the trees resound,
indicating that more trees are being cut
down. Intermittently, the thuds of trees
being felled are also heard.
Vehicles freighting logs and charcoal
come and go, clearly fuelling that the
relevant authorities managing the forest
cannot deny knowledge of what
transpire here.
Moses Avu, a logger from Makurdi who
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also doubles as leader of the loggers'
settlement in Ogbe does not mince words
in dispelling doubts that government
officials know about the happenings in
the forest. “We ply our trade with the
full consent of the forest guards
under the Ekiti State Forestry
Department. If the forest guards say
what we do is illegal how come they
are the ones that license us to
continue doing this business? They
collect N24,000 from us yearly and
the revenue people collect the sum
of N350 monthly from us. We also
pay the sum of N350, which is the
price for a 50 kilogramme bag for
every 60 bags that leave the forest”,
Avu insists.
He goes on to reveal that the bags of
charcoal are freighted out of the forests
through the communities in trucks or

Special Report
trailers that convey 60 and 700 bags
respectively.
A local hunter from the community,
Bamidele Adeleye, lamented the
despoliation of the forest this way: “ We
had very thick forest in this
community before the settlers from
the middle belt came. When they
arrived they asked for lands for
farming which we made available to
them freely. But to our surprise
within a few months they started
cutting down the trees
indiscriminately for charcoal
business.”
Oke Ako, Ekiti State
What is particularly unmistakable in Oke
Ako is that while there is a semblance of a
forest when entering the forests, several
meters walk inwards expose open fields
where freshly hewn trees are seen.
Vegetation in the open fields also seems
deprived of nutrients with the few plants
still standing showing signs of wilting.
History tells us that the original settlers in
Oke Ako were farmers from Irele Ekiti
who exploited the rich forest resources in
Oke Ako but later decided to settle down
here.
Bunmi Medale, a local guide explains
that indiscriminate cutting down of teak
and other valuable trees without
replacement have made the land lose its
original fertility. Medale recounted that
there were no more earthy smell, fresh
air, moss growing on trunks of trees,
droplets of water from huge trees, water
trickling through the streams that run
through the forests, and birds and
monkey noises, among others.Even
while he explains, at a distance sounds of
chainsaw cutting down trees could be
heard. Farther into the forest, women
and children from the community are
seen chopping off branches and valuable
parts of some trees that had been felled
by the loggers in preparation for burning
into charcoal.

Here it is noticed that several settlements
have been put up by the loggers who,
during interaction, were discovered to be
mainly from the Tiv area of Benue State.
Five settlements, each with four or five
huts in a circle were seen at different
locations during the tour.
A hunter, Lawan Saka, lamented
that the indiscriminate cutting
down of the forest has led to the
depletion of animal population: “I
never used to go this deep into the forest
to hunt for animals but there are no more
animals in the remaining forest cover. It is
certain that aside the trees removed, the
thick smoke and odour from the charcoal
burning fields also contribute to the
dearth of animals because the odour is so
strong and poisonous. I killed an
antelope two days back after five days in
the forest. In the past, it took me only a
day or two to achieve similar feat. We

“They gave out these lands without
consultation and deliberately turn a blind
eye on these indiscriminate actions
because they are given financial returns.
“When you look around all you see is
grass but these places used to be heavily
vegetated that you can hardly pass
through. At that time, the grass-cutter that
is synonymous with this town can be
caught easily even without setting traps
because they run around the edge of the
forest but now they are not easily seen
because all the activity going on inside
the forest has chased them further inside.
The impacts are not only in the forest; go
into the town you will notice that the
streams have dried up because there are
no more trees to trap water. It is sad.”
Irele
In Irele the impact of indiscriminate
logging is not only felt in the depleting of

Harvested Charcoal
now have to go very deep into the forest,”
he said.
But a former chair, Buyers of Charcoal
Association in Oke Ako, Bunmi Medale
had aninteresting dimension. He said: “I
want to blame our elders and chiefs for
this disaster that has befallen our forests.
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forests, but also in the heart of the town
where streams that snake their way
through the former forests have virtually
dried up. At Ijowa Irele what is left of a
brook that once catered for the domestic
water use of the locals is now a small
stream .

Special Report

Charcoal burning in Oke-Ako, Ekiti State
The situation in the forest in Irele was no
different from Ogbe and Oke Ako as vast
former forestland bereft of trees covered
stretches on end. Omotayo Femi, a
hunter from Irele lamented that now
there was more grassland than thick
vegetation which was a common feature
when one approached the forest in the
past
During this visit, some of the loggers who
were on the spot harvesting charcoal
from the earth were observed.
Leader of the loggers, Alexander Utagher
who hails from Goma Local
Government Area of Benue State came
to Irele in 2005 and has since made the
community his abode and the forest his
source of sustenance.
Asked if he knew the implication of
depopulating the trees in the forest, he
maintained that the huge trees
continually ruin his crops hence the
decision to cut them down to pave way
for cultivating yam, cassava and maize.
He however added that his decision to
complement farming with charcoal
business was not because of profit
motives but instead a decision taken to
put to good use the felled trees.
He is quick to add that the trade in
charcoal is legitimate since the loggers
pay varying sums to agents of the state
government in form of levies and other
monies that he insisted may be going into
private pockets.

Utagher revealed that under the
administration of former governor of
Ekiti State, Ayodele Fayose a headcount
of the loggers was conducted and each
logger was compelled to make two
passport photographs available to
representatives of the government. The
intent of that exercise they never knew
and, according to him, that was the last
that was heard of that exercise.
Another logger, James Anene from
Makurdi told the team that the nonavailability of a sustainable alternative
source of income aside farming
compelled him to go into logging. He
lamented the drudgery involved in
cutting down trees and burning them to
obtain charcoal.
Anene revealed that the burning of the
felled trees to obtain charcoal also has
negative side effects for the loggers.
“The heat of the sun combined with
the fire and smoke emanating from
the charcoal are hazardous we
know. In fact, most times we take
tablets after working a whole day
but we have nothing else to do that's
why we are still here doing the
charcoal business”
His wife, Eucharia Anene also
corroborated this story.
In her words: “If there is a better thing
to do we will do it. Harvesting
charcoal after the burning of the
felled trees is not easy.
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In most cases our hands and feet get
burnt. Aside, we cannot avoid
inhaling the smoke while burning or
digging out of the charcoal. These
most times cause us chest pain and
cough. It is a very hard job”.
But the indigenes of the community
remember are getting worried:“The
way the trees are being cut is really
disturbing. As you can notice now, there
is terrible heat in town. This is unusual
because when I was growing up I know
this community enjoyed a cool, in fact
almost cold atmosphere throughout the
year. Now it is the reverse. Even when it
rains the wind is unbearable and destroys
things because there is no wind-breaker,
a role the trees used to play.”, said
Raphael Ademolade, a retired civil
servant, Ijowa Irele Ekiti
During an environmental parliament
held in Irele Ekiti it was revealed that
some of the local chiefs and prominent
leaders of the people actually leased the
lands they were supposed to hold in trust
for their respective communities to the
loggers.
Facts gathered from the loggers also
indicated that officials of the Ekiti State
Forestry Department, represented by the
forest guards, are aware of the
indiscriminate felling of trees and other
unsustainable activities in the forests but
have deliberately turned a blind eye
because of the monies (official and
unofficial) made from the loggers.

The finished process of charcoal production

Voices for the Forest
What we are doing to
the forests of the world
is but a mirror
reflection of what we
are doing to ourselves
and to one another.
- Mahatma Gandhi

For me, trees have
always been the most
penetrating preachers.
I revere them when
they live in tribes and
families, in forests and
groves.
- Hermann Hesse
(Bäume. Betrachtungen
und Gedichte)

"It's the flock, the grove
that matters. Our
responsibility is to
species, not to
specimens; to
communities, not to
individuals."
- Sara Stein, 1998,
Author of Noah's Garden

"Each generation takes
the earth as trustees.
We ought to bequeath
to posterity as many
forests and orchards as
we have exhausted and
consumed."

The whole idea of
Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation is
not about stopping
deforestation. It's
industry driven, it's
driven by speculators
who want to grab land
in Africa, in Asia, in
Latin America, and who
don't really want to
change the mode of
economy we're living
right now.
- Nnimmo Bassey,
Executive Director,
Environmental Rights Action,
Chair, Friends of the
Earth International,

We can take care of our
own lands, we don't
need agencies … to do
this for us. As
Indigenous Peoples we
want rights, and we
don't want REDD.”
-Clayton Thomas-Muller
of Indigenous
Environmental Network

"Reforesting the earth is
possible, given a human
touch."
- Sandra Postel and Lori Heise

"The forest is not
merely an expression or
representation of
sacredness, nor a place
to invoke the sacred;
the forest is sacredness
itself. Nature is not
merely created by God,
nature is God...
- Richard Nelson

"The forests are the
flags of nature. They
appeal to all and
awaken inspiring
universal feelings.
Enter the forest and the
boundaries of nations
are forgotten. It may be
that some time an
immortal pine will be
the flag of a united
peaceful world."
- Enos A. Mills

"A virgin forest is where
the hand of man has
never set foot."
- Author Unknown

"The cultivation of trees
is the cultivation of the
good, the beautiful and
the ennobling in man."
- J. Sterling Morton

- J. Sterling Morton
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"I believe in the
cosmos. All of us are
linked to the cosmos.
Look at the sun: If
there is no sun, then
we cannot exist. So
nature is my god. To
me, nature is sacred;
trees are my temples
and forests are my
cathedrals."
- Mikhail Gorbachev, 1990

"Trees can reduce the
heat of a summer's day,
quiet a highway's noise,
feed the hungry,
provide shelter from
the wind and warmth in
the winter. You see, the
forests are the
sanctuaries not only of
wildlife, but also of the
human spirit. And
every tree is a compact
between generations."

"Man has been
endowed with reason,
with the power to
create, so that he can
add to what he's been
given. But up to now he
hasn't been a creator,
only a destroyer.
Forests keep
disappearing, rivers dry
up, wild life's become
extinct, and the
climate's ruined and
the land grows poorer
and uglier every day."

"The forests are dying,
the rivers are dying,
and we are called to
act. To return Earth to
harmony is to restore
the harmonious
principles within
ourselves and to act as
responsible caretakers
- to save the forests
and the waters for
future generations."

- Anton Pavlovich Chekhov

- Dhyani Ywahoo

- George Bush,
U.S. President, 1989
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"In the woods we return
to reason and faith."
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

"Government cannot
close its eyes to the
pollution of waters, to
the erosion of soil, to
the slashing of forests
any more thanit can
close its eyes to the
need for slum clearance
and schools.
- Franklin D.Rooselvelt

Discourse

By Adesuwa Ero

Impact of Mining on the Environment

A ruined mining site in Izzi LGA, Ebonyi State
Introduction

M

ining is the extraction or
removal of minerals and
metals from the ear th.
Examples of minerals mined include
manganese, copper, tin, nickel,
cassiterite, iron ore, tantalum, gold,
silver, diamonds and much more. It
simply means the physical removal of
rock and earth. Mining is a profitable
business. Mining companies and
government generate income and
revenue respectively.
Minerals and metals are very valuable
commodities. For example, manganese
is a key component of low cost stainless
steel. It is also used to de-color glass, but
in higher concentrations, it actually
makes lavender-colored glass. Tantalum
is used in cell phones, pagers, and
laptops. Copper and tin are used to make
pipes, cookware, etc. Gold, silver and
diamonds are used to make jewelry.
The mining operations usually progress
through four stages. These are:

Prospecting stage this involves the
search for mineral deposits
Exploration the work involved with
assessing the size, shape, location and
the economic value of the deposit
Development preparing access to the
deposit so that the mineral can be
extracted from it
Exploitation the work of extracting
the minerals.

mining is more harmful to the
environment and causes more social
problems than large scale mining.

Mining can either be done on a small
scale or large scale. Large scale mining
usually involves a company with many
employees. The company mines at one
or two large sites and usually stays until
the mineral or metal is completely
excavated.
Small scale mining on its own, normally
involves a small group of nomadic men.
They travel together and look for sites
which they think will yield gold or
another valuable metal or mineral. Some
researchers believe that small scale

Surface mining
This is the earliest form of mineral
recovery. It involves the process of
removing minerals on or near the soil
surface after stripping vegetation and
overburden (soil and rock covering).
Strip mining is a form of surface mining
that results in a long, continuous
excavation bordered by one or two
parallel waste piles (contour mining) or
by a series of parallel waste piles (area
mining). It is generally used to recover
deposits of coal, lignite, clay, phosphate
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Mining Methods
Several mining techniques exist. They
can be grouped into three broad classes;
surface, dredge and subsurface methods
based on environment of mining and
mode of operation.

Discourse
and gypsum.
In quarrying or open-pit mining, the
open excavations may have several
working levels or benches. This method
is used where the overburden is limited in
proportion to the commodity recovered.
Pit mining is used for the removal of
limestone, copper, uranium, iron, sand
and gravel.

Miners at work in Izzi, Ebonyi State

Dredge mining
This involves the use of bucket or suction
equipment to extract minerals from
under water or subsurface water. It is
used extensively to recover gold, sand,
and gravel and some beach sand
deposits containing rare earths.
Subsurface mining
Also known as auger mining involves
drilling into side slopes. Auger diameters
may be as great as 2 meters, with holes
70 meters or more in length. This method
is frequently used to remove coal where
overburden is too thick to permit
economic stripping. Pollution often
results from all the mining and associated
milling operations.
Impacts of Mining on the Environment
Mining generally is very destructive to the
environment. It is one of the main causes
of deforestation. In a bid to mine, trees
and vegetation are cleared and burned.
Large scale mining operations use huge
bulldozers and excavators to extract the
metals and minerals from the soil. In
order to cluster the extractions, chemicals
such as cyanide, mercury or methyl
mercury are used. These chemicals go
through tailings (pipes) and are often
discharged into ponds, streams, rivers,
and lakes around. This pollution not only
renders the water bodies useless for
water supply purposes but also
contaminates all living organisms within
the bodies of the water. This ultimately
has its effect on the people who depend
on the fish for their main source of
protein and economic livelihood.

As said earlier, small scale mining is more harmful to the environment and causes
more social problems. Two types of small scale mining exist namely;
Land dredging

River dredging.

Land dredging: This involves digging of large holes in the ground by the miners.
They use high pressure hose to expose the mineral-bearing layer of sand and clay.
The mineral bearing slurry is pumped into a sluice box which collects mineral
particles, while tailings flow into either an abandoned mining pit or adjacent forest.
When mining pits are filled with the tailings, they become stagnant water pools. These
water pools create a breeding ground for mosquitoes and other water-borne insects.
For example, in Kuru, Plateau state, thousands of heaps of mine waste were left
behind after the decline of tin mining. These wastes are now found to be radioactive
and not good for any domestic use.
River dredging: This involves moving along a river on a platform or boat. The
miners use a hydraulic suction hose to suck the gravel and mud as they move along
the river. The remaining gravel, mud and rocks go back into the river, but in a different
location than where it was originally suctioned. According to Platts and Megahan in
1975, if sediment accumulation level is moderate, it could serve as a beneficial fish
habitat. Excessive amount of sediment causes major disrupt in the system. Deposition
of excessive fine sediment on the stream bottom can cause:
Elimination of habitat for aquatic insects hence reducing density, biomass, number
and diversity of aquatic insects.
Reduction in the permeability of spawning gravels
Blockage of interchange of subsurface and surface waters (Cooper, 1959: Vaux,
1962: McNeil, 1964: Koski, 1966).
Precipitation of toxic heavy metals on bedload sediment in the aquatic
environment which would later be released
Feeding of stream microorganisms on sediments containing organic material
which lowers the dissolved oxygen content of the water (University of Pittsburg,
1972).
Sediments that contain nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus in excessive
levels can lead to blooms of undesirable algal and plankton species and killing of
fish from depletion of oxygen (Becker and Thatcher, 1973).
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Limestone mining in Ishiagu, Ebonyi State
Effects of suspended sediment on the
aquatic system are more direct.
They include:
Reduced photosynthesis due to light
reduction
Inability of fishes to feed under turbid
conditions resulting in smaller fishes
(Sykora et al., 1972).
Interference with efficient respiration
of gilled animals (Coker, 1968).
Quarry industries, especially limestone,
marble and granite quarries generate
dust particles into the environment.
These dust compromise the quality of air
and settle on surfaces of open water
bodies around. The formation of dust
layer on leaves of plants diminishes their
exposure to direct sunlight and reduces
the photosynthetic activities of the
plants. This automatically retards plant
growth and cause decline in crop yield.
Iron roofs of buildings within the
neighborhood of mines suffer high rate

of corrosion when such factory dusts settle on them. Aquatic life is affected also by the
acidifying effects of the dusts in the streams, rivers and ponds around. Pollution by
mining may take a short time but its effect may last beyond a generation (Matter et al.
1978).
On the People
The people who are exposed to the toxic waste from the tailings become sick. They
develop skin rashes, headaches, vomiting, diarrhea, etc. the symptoms of mercury
poisoning are similar to that of malaria. Many people who cannot afford to go to a
proper hospital, or who live in a village and have no access to doctors are often treated
for the wrong ailments. Contaminated water cannot be used for bathing, cooking, or
washing clothes.
If the breadwinner of a family is a small scale miner, he often leaves his family for long
period in search of work. This means that the wife and children must work and
provide for themselves, giving rise to theft, drug abuse, alcoholism, prostitution, rape,
sexual abuse etc.
Cultural degradation also occurs in mining villages. For example, mining often
destroys sacred sites and cemeteries. The displacement of gravel and mud obstruct
the natural flow of the river. As a result, fish and other organisms die. Malaria and
other water-borne diseases increase significantly whenever open pools of water are
nearby.
In limestone quarry areas in particular, where a lot of dust is generated into the air,
people living around the neighborhood are susceptible to asthmatic attack and
serious eye itching or pains. Quarry dusts are among the causes of silicosis, a chronic
lung/bronchial disease resulting from inhaling silica-rich dusts.
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Godwin Uyi Ojo
is ERA/FoEN New

Executive Director

Ojo

D

r. Godwin Uyi Ojo, a Political Ecologist, is now the
Executive Director of the Environmental Rights
Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN).

Dr. Ojo who succeeds Nnimmo Bassey, the immediate past
executive director, holds a PhD covering environment, politics
and development from the King's College, London. Ojo cofounded ERA/FoEN with Bassey, Oronto Douglas, and
Nicholas Ashton-Jones in 1993.
The new ERA/FoEN helmsman has experience in
environmental activism spanning nearly two decades within
which he campaigned relentlessly for environmental justice
and in the Niger Delta.
In his handover speech at an event to mark ERA/FoEN 20th
anniversary in Abuja in March 2013, Bassey expressed
confidence that Ojo will take ERA/FoEN to greater heights.
Bassey said: “with Ojo at the helm of affairs in ERA/FoEN, I am
more than confident that the organisation and environmental
justice struggle in Nigeria is set to move to higher and newer
heights”
ERA/FoEN Director, Corporate Accountability and
Administration, Akinbode Oluwafemi said: “The entire
ERA/FoEN staff, welcome Dr. Godwin Ojo who has in the last
two decades, demonstrated unwavering commitment to the
cause of the environment and human rights in Nigeria and
beyond. His wealth of experience now comes to bear on the
organisation”

A conflict resolution consultant and human rights advocate,
Ojo has used the ERA/FoEN platform to increase
environmental awareness and citizens' response to
environmental issues in Nigeria.
He has played active roles in exposing the lies behind bitumen
exploration and exploitation in Nigeria with extensive travels
within the bitumen belt of Nigeria to mobilize communities to
challenge the system.
Ojo is champion of a National Basic Income Scheme (NaBIS)
for the poor to redress what he believes is the widening gap of
inequalities through a national wealth redistribution system.
He is of the view that: “a situation whereby less than one
percent of the population enjoys about 70 percent of the
national wealth through recurrent expenditure while the 99
percent of the 170 million population is made to settle for 30
percent in capital expenditure from the national wealth is not
acceptable”.
On the international front he has been actively involved in the
activities of Friends of the Earth International, the global
environmental justice network with over 77 member countries.
Among Ojo's several achievements is the prestigious African
Noble Award in 2011. He has authored several articles and
books including Envisioning a post petroleum economy for
Nigeria, published in 2010; Environmental Governance,
Climate Change and the Quest for Alternatives, published
2012. He is a lead conference facilitator on environment and
development issues at national and international levels.

ERAction December 2013 Page 16

ERA Reports

ERA/FoEN, Communities Demand
Moratorium on Logging in Ekiti

T

he Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) has petitioned the Ekiti State government on the
alarming rate of logging and other unsustainable forest practices in Irele, Oke Ako, and Itapaji among a host of communities
in the state.
During a media roundtable on Irele Anti-Logging Campaign held at ERA/FoEN Lagos office, the group said it was particularly
disturbed about the development in view of the irreplaceable role of forests as major economic and aesthetic resources that cannot
be left in the hands of individuals and corporations.

Media roundtable on anti logging campaign in Ekiti State held in Lagos
In his welcome words, ERA/FoEN Head of Media, Philip
Jakpor said that the organisation got involved in the legitimate
efforts of the community people to halt indiscriminate logging
activity in their forests following appeals for intervention to
prevent the situation from degenerating into violence between
the community folks and the loggers, most of whom are from
other parts of Nigeria.
Jakpor explained that in the last nine months ERA/FoEN
carried out various investigations into their complaints,
including embarking on a field trip to community forests where
grave environmental devastations were observed and the
complicit roles of officials of the state allegedly collecting
various unauthorized levies discovered.
He explained that several meetings have been organised in the
communities to ensure the edgy youths do not resort to
violence while another meeting brought the community folks

under one roof with the loggers to fashion a peaceful solution
which will also accommodate the interests of the loggers.
Also speaking at the event, Babalola Medayedupin of Dignity
Center said unsound environmental practices in the
communities have impacted negatively on erstwhile fertile
agrarian lands which now suffer gully erosions and lack of
water.
Medayedupin revealed that before the advent of the loggers
the communities boasted of huge and valuable trees,
antelopes and grass cutters as well as various species of plants
used for medicinal purposes. The situation has however
changed as the trees are now gone and hunters go farther into
the forest before making any animal catch.
In his words: “The biggest threat today is that the loggers are
now encroaching deeper into the remaining natural forest
covers. Aside the degraded environment, the loss of
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livelihoods among the mainly farming community people is
now threatening the peace in the communities as the
community folks are gradually edging towards chasing the
loggers from the remaining forest.”
Medayedupin insisted that there are virtually no more forests
in Irele-Ekiti, Oke Ako, Itapaji Ekiti, Ogbe and Iyemero Ekiti,
even as he added that charcoal merchants ply their trade by
cutting down trees in former forest areas. These are
subsequently buried in the soil, petrol-soaked and set ablaze
to produce coal, even as he added that bagged charcoal is
then freighted from the community by heavy trucks that also
damage the existing roads due to their size and recklessness
on the road.
Tosin Akinola, a researcher, also on the Irele project, said
most of the activities in Irele and other forest communities
exposed the communities to impacts of climate change. For
instance, the removal of trees that were supposed to be wind
breakers made the communities susceptible to windstorm,
just like it was already having impact on the watersheds that
have continued to deplete.
Aside this, he added that the charcoal making process which
involved cutting down of smaller trees to serve as buffer for
the huge heaps as well as the burning process on the soil
had started impacting on essential micro-organisms that are
destroyed in the process.

The high point of the event was the recommendations to the
Ekiti State government which Jakpor read out. The petition
to the Ekiti State government jointly signed by the
communities, ERA/FoEN, Dignity Center, Peace and
Development Project (PEDEP), Center for Community
Development and Conflict Management (CEDCOM), and
the Green Peoples Environmental Network (GREPNET)
recommended among others:
Immediate intervention of the Ekiti State government to
halt indiscriminate cutting down of trees for charcoal
production and other uses that are not sustainable and a
two-year moratorium on logging;
Introduction of a comprehensive afforestation
programme to replace degraded forests in Oke Ako, Irele,
Itapaji and Iyemero among other impacted communities;
An enlightenment and awareness campaign on radio
and television and other useful medium to discourage
unsustainable logging practices and promotion of
sustainable practices;
Initiation of alternative means of livelihood for the
loggers;
Commencement of dialogue between the government,
impacted communities and other critical stakeholders on
sustainable forest management practices; and
Initiation of laws prohibiting the indiscriminate cutting
down of trees in Ekiti State

ERA/FoEN Launches Publish
What You Pump Campaign

T

he Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth
Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) today (July 24, 2013) launched
a new campaign titled "Publish What You Pump"
which campaign aims to fill the gap in the present Publish
What You Pay and the Nigeria Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (NEITI) processes.
At an event in Port Harcourt graced by representatives of
civil society groups, community-based organisations and the
media, ERA/FoEN said that although the NEITI processes
have been ongoing for nearly 12 years, it has largely failed
to sanitize the Nigerian petroleum sector or reduced the level
of corruption as Nigeria loses nearly 500,000 barrels of
crude oil per day, costing the nation nearly $8 billion dollars
per year.
The initiative will require that institutions such as the
Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR) set up
appropriate guidelines for measuring oil and gas production

as well as have the necessary tools to carry out their
oversight functions.
In his presentation, ERA/FoEN Executive Director, Godwin
Ojo said that the launch marks an important milestone in
national and global advocacy to ensure good governance,
transparency and accountability in the oil and gas sector.
Dr. Godwin Ojo's Speech
Today marks an important milestone in the launch of a
national and global advocacy initiative which will address
the lack of transparency and accountability in the oil and gas
sector thereby posing grave threat to national security and
sustainable development. The domestication of the
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) into the
Nigerian context seeks to address poor resource governance
and revenue mobilization to reverse the resource curse.
Nigeria is endowed with abundant natural resources but is
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4mbpd in the near future. We state categorically that
government is already realizing its aspirations and producing
well beyond 4mbpd that is far above the oil industry
disclosed production rate that is averaging 2.4mbpd. The
recent disclosure in July that crude oil theft from pipelines
has reached alarming proportion of 400,000 bpd is
restricted to the Bush Refineries by local oil thieves. What
about the more massive oil theft that is going on at the oil
wellheads, flow stations, and export terminals that are
directed at the international market? In addition to this, there
are over 4,000 oil spills in the Niger Delta and not one has
been effectively cleaned up. The volume of the spills
averages at least 1 ExxonMobil Valdez spill per annum, that
is, about 500,000-700,000 barrels spilled in the Niger Delta
on a yearly basis.
The frequent oil spills and gas flaring has degraded the
environment, destroyed livelihoods, led to human rights
violations, violent conflicts, impoverishment and ecocide
such that the Niger delta lies prostrate on a stretcher and
panting for breathe.

Ojo at the Public hearing on PIB in Abuja
unable to utilize this for the wellbeing of citizens. As a result,
poverty is rife, and more than 50 percent of its citizens live
on less than US$2 per day. The Nigerian government is yet
to properly account for the US$ 600 billion accruing from oil
in the last four decades. We believe that given the necessary
political will and prioritization, Nigeria can afford a National
Basic income Scheme (NaBIS) of about N15,000 for all
unemployed Nigerians if all the leaks, looting and theft of its
resources are eliminated.
The Nigeria Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative
(NEITI) audits have unearthed a variety of discrepancies
over the 10-year audit period and discovered nearly $2.6
billion dollars loss, tax evasion, and non-payment of
royalties by the oil majors. In all counts, the oil majors failed
to respect the NEITI findings but have ignored them with
impunity.
The Publish What You Pump draws attention to the crime
scene of ecological devastation, ecocide, and oil theft in the
Niger Delta. It is time to hold oil companies and the
presiding captains overseeing these rots and deaths
corporately and personally accountable for the deaths and
destruction they are helping to create.
The lack of transparency and accountability in the oil sector
is leading to massive oil theft from the point of production to
the point of sale. For example, it is the aspiration of the
federal government to increased crude oil production to

Who is Afraid of Metering?
The continued resistance of the oil companies to metering
oil and gas at well heads and flow stations and the
acquiescing of the regulatory agencies as well as other
institutions of government can only point to collusion
between the oil majors and powerful government officials
who benefit from the oil theft. Indeed, in the oil sector, it is
business as usual as the regulator has firmly become the
regulated. During the recent Joint Senate Committee
hearing on the Petroleum Industry Bill, while the oil
companies are advocating for metering of crude oil at the
point of sale, civil society groups are advocating for metering
at the point of production from the oil well heads, flow
stations and export terminals. The core issue affecting the
oil and gas industry is the failure and or refusal of operators
in the industry and regulatory bodies to publicly disclose or
engage easily available scientific templates for precise
measurement of the volume of all oil and gas produced in
Nigeria, and at the different stages of the production
process.
Benefits
The Publish What You Pump Campaign has tremendous
benefits. First, it effectively shatters the myths and
misconceptions that it is technologically impossible to
ascertain the volume of oil and gas produced on a daily
basis in Nigeria.
Secondly, the PWYPC will reduce the level of waste,
enhance revenue for infrastructure and social amenities
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provision. It will drastically reduce or eliminate oil theft if the
technology to ensure scientific and real time precision
metering of oil and gas flows at any point in the oil and gas
production and supply are deployed. The current practice of
solely relying on the oil sector for crude oil production figure
is clearly unacceptable. Thirdly, the initiative marks a
significant threshold in aggregating voices and actions of civil
society groups, local communities, the media and all
Nigerians towards achieving the critical mass required to
effect fundamental changes in the way the Nigerian oil
industry has been run in the last five decades.
Although the metering of the production line is important in
the short term, it is the national shift in energy production
and consumption from fossils to renewable sources of
energy that are the more relevant for a shift towards a post
petroleum economy that is imminent for Nigeria.

observations known', said ERA/FoEN Executive Director, Dr.
Godwin Uyi Ojo.
Uyi Ojo who delivered a memorandum on behalf of
ERA/FoEN and civiel society groups at the Lagos hearing
held at the Lagos Airport Hotel on April 23, specifically
listed certain critical areas of the PIB that civil society and
community groups want reviewed before it is finally passed
into law.
“The absence of community groups at the hearings seems to
justify our call for a redefinition of Section 2 of the PIB 2012
which deals with the question of Sovereignty and
Ownership. As against the proposal which vests ownership
and control of all petroleum resources in Nigeria on the
government of the federation, we propose that it be
amended to reflect that 'it is vested in the People of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria”.
Ojo further recommend that a new provision be added that
vests management and administration of petroleum
resources on the government of the federation.

Let PIB Build Institutions,
A critical area that we demand intervention is the section on
Not Individuals, says
the Discretionary Powers which bestows powers on 'the
President to grant licenses and leases in special
ERA/FoEN

T

he Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth
Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) has frowned at provisions of the
draft Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) which unduly
bestows discretionary powers on the President and the
Minister of Petroleum, saying a PIB with the mandate of the
people must be built around institutions and not individuals
for it to be impactful.
ERA/FoEN suggested that such provisions be totally
expunged from the draft PIB while issues such as award of
oil blocks be made open to transparent and competitive
bidding processes.
The call is coming on the heels of the Public Hearing on the
Draft PIB organised by the House of Representatives in
Lagos and Port Harcourt earlier this week which was
conducted in such manner that community and civil society
groups were not adequately sensitized to be part of.
In a release issued today (April 25, 2013) ERA/FoEN
wondered why information about the public hearing and
date of the sittings were carefully shielded from community
people, civil society groups, and other critical stakeholders
while oil multinationals, petroleum marketers and their
consultants had adequate information and were prominently
represented at the sittings.
'While we applaud the House for organising the hearing, we
are not too satisfied that community groups impacted by the
activities of the oil industry and in whose interest the PIB is
being fashioned were not duly notified so as to make their

circumstances', to which ERA/FoEN insists such provision
should no longer find a safe haven in legislations in Nigeria
as such powers have been severally abused, increases
corruption and creates systemic distortions of due process
and accountability.
ERA/FoEN wants the provision totally removed while award
of oil blocks be made open to transparent and competitive
bidding processes.
Other areas of intervention
The memorandum presented by ERA/FoEN criticised the
portions of the PIB which vests overarching powers on the
Petroleum Minister, insisting that such powers defeats key
objectives of the bill such as providing level playing ground
for all actors and creating efficient and effective regulatory
agencies and promote transparency and openness in the
administration of petroleum resources in Nigeria.
“This draft bill makes the Minister as it were, the sole
administrator over the entire Petroleum Industry. Apart from
chairing most of the institutions and agencies created under
the draft PIB, the minister is also saddled with the
responsibility of nominating appointees for the different
agencies to the President. It does appear that Section 6 of
the Bill grants the minister superhuman powers but
spectacularly fails to provide appropriate checks on the
minister'.
CSOs articulated opinion is that these powers are
incongruous with present realities and dangerous. An
overzealous minister could use the powers itemized under
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Section 6 to create instability in the polity and engender
unbridled and egregious assault on the environment and
local communities by supporting reckless oil field practices.
The group therefore recommends that the powers of the
minister in Section 6 of the bill be properly scrutinized.
Re-defining of Host Community: The current version of
the PIB defines host communities as communities bearing oil
facilities. However it was agreed that there is need to go
beyond this myopic view to also categorize communities that
suffer impacts under host communities. ERA/FoEN defines
host communities as communities hosting oil facilities as well
as those that will be potentially affected in the event of
pollution. It must not be restricted to those that have facilities
only. The challenge however, is that, in the Niger Delta some
communities suffer more impacts than others. It is however
possible to host a facility and not suffer as much impacts as
communities nearby eg downstream communities that suffer
from facilities in upstream communities.
Percentage of Community Host Fund: The current
version of the PIB pegs the per cent of the CHF to the
communities at 10 per cent of net profit from the companies.
It was agreed that the percentage was commendable though
it could also be as high as the 20 per cent recommended by
some participants at the CSO Consultation. Another
submission of CSOs is that the fund must be gross profit.
This was accepted by the expert review team.
Management of the fund: It was observed that Section 116118 of the draft PIB seems to be an introduction of the oil
companies who also want to manage and control the fund.
It was therefore agreed that the shortcomings in the status
quo should be strengthened by setting up local institutional
structure that will determine what projects to be embarked
upon, what should be done, how much will go to it and who
controls it. This stands against a central control which the
current version of the PIB promotes. It was agreed that the
management of the fund be a bottom-top approach.
Another point that was agreed on is that midstream
companies must also contribute to the fund since their
operations also impact on the environment.
Structure for community host fund should be decentralized
to ensure local ownership and control. A structure should be
set up and how it is run determined by local communities.
Remediation:
Polluter Pays Principle should be adopted but the polluter
must not carry out the cleanup. The National Environmental
Standards and Regulations and Enforcement Agency
(NESREA) or an independent institution should be tasked

with the clean-up. Before clean-up is recommended, an
Environmental audit should be done to determine how
much the polluter will be fined.
Enforcement:
Enforcement mechanisms have to be strengthened especially
in regard to arrest of Chief Executive Officers or their agents
or lockup or shutdown of the companies that pollute.
Corporate criminal liability should be instituted against such
companies. There should also be a cross-reference on
offences and punishments in the PIB. In this regard, it was
agreed that the provisions relating to offences in ERA/FoEN
Environmental Protection Bill be adopted. It was noted that
Enforcement and Penalty must go together as this is not
clear in the draft PIB. It was agreed that there is need for the
establishment of a Petroleum Pollution Control and
Management to balance all interests. In this wise, the
National Oil Spills Detection and Remediation Agency
(NOSDRA) and the National Environmental Standards and
Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) should be
involved and given prime roles.
On Gas flaring prohibition and Punishment:
ERA frowns at the ambigiuty with which punishment for gas
flaring, a factor which has engangerd oil producing
communities for five decades, was treated in the bill. It wants
a more direct approach and more stringent punishments for
violators, especially considering that routine gas flaring had
been declared illegal in Nigeria since 1984.
ERA further recommends that the amended Section 275
should read “natural gas shall not be flared or vented after
the commencement of this Act in any oil and gas production
operation, block or field, onshore, or offshore, or gas facility
such as processing or treatment plant, with the exception of
permits granted under subsection (1) of Section 277 of this
Act.
According to Ojo, ERA/FoEN advocates the establishment of
the Nigeria Environmental Tribunals in the State and Federal
High Courts and empowered to experdite action on
environmental cases which often times linger endlessly in
courts.
'Only when all these errors and oversights are corrected and
the relevant amendments made can we be said to have a bill
that meets the aspiration of the majority of Nigerians and
global standards, and that truly seeks to redress the five
decades of environmental and human rights violation
attended by the exploration of crude oil in Nigeria, starting
from Oloibiri in Bayelsa State in 1958', Ojo insisted.
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On World No Tobacco Day, ERA/FoEN
Rallies Support For National Law

Activist at the WNTD Event

T

he World No Tobacco Day is marked to mobilise
governments and communities across the world to
take actions to prevent deaths, diseases and
disabilities associated with smoking. It is also used to expose
the antics of the tobacco industry to undermine public health
through its lethal products.
Tobacco use as studies have shown, is the single most
preventable cause of death globally and is currently
responsible for killing one in 10 adults worldwide. Tobacco
kills up to half of its users. By 2030, WHO estimates that
tobacco will kill more than 8 million people every year, with
four of five of these deaths occurring in low and middleincome countries. Tobacco is a major risk factor for noncommunicable diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular
disease, diabetes and chronic respiratory diseases.
2013 WNTD
The theme for the 2013 WNTD: Ban Tobacco Advertising,
Promotion and Sponsorships, aims to pressure national
governments to implement comprehensive ban on Tobacco
Advertising , Promotion and Sponsorships (TAPS). It is also
to expose industry activities that undermine the
implementation total ban on TAPS.

Research shows that about one third of youth
experimentation with tobacco occurs as a result of exposure
to tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship.
Worldwide, 78% of young people aged 13-15 years report
regular exposure to some form of tobacco advertising,
promotion and sponsorship.
Bans on advertising, promotion and sponsorship are one of
the most effective ways to reduce tobacco consumption, with
countries that have already introduced bans showing an
average of 7% reduction in tobacco consumption.
Article 13 of the FCTC, requires Parties among others, to
“undertake a comprehensive ban or, in the case of a Party
that is not in a position to undertake a comprehensive ban
due to its constitution or constitutional principles, restrict
tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship on radio,
television, print media and, as appropriate, other media,
such as the internet, within a period of five years;

It also requires:
“ the prohibition, or in the case of a Party that is not in a
position to prohibit due to its constitution or constitutional
principles restrict, tobacco sponsorship of international
events, activities and/or participants therein.
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ERA Reports
As we all know, the FCTC entered into force in 2005 and
has since been ratified by more than 190 countries. Nigeria
ratified the FCTC in October 2005 .In spite of the life-saving
provisions of the global treaty, the tobacco industry
continues to exploit TAPS to conscript our youths and the
under-aged into smoking.
WHO's report on the global tobacco epidemic 2011 shows
that only 19 countries (representing just 6% of the world's
population) have reached the highest level of achievement
in banning tobacco advertising, promotion, and
sponsorships. More than one-third of countries across the
world have minimal or no restrictions at all.
Countries that are making strong progress in banning the last
remaining forms of advertising include Albania, Brazil,
Colombia, Ghana, Iran, Mauritius, Panama and Vietnam.
Here in Nigeria, the British American Tobacco Nigeria
(BATN) which controls over 80 per cent of the Nigerian
cigarette market has continued to undermine the treaty, not
only through deliberate misinformation and illicit actions
targeted at the youth, but also through brand stretching,
point of sale adverts, diverse promotions and sponsorships.
It has turned its so-called Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) to a most visible tool for corporate brand campaign.
Not only does BATN utilize CSR for far reaching media
mileage, the participation of top government functionaries
its CSR events is a tacit government of BAT's activities by
government and a drag on attempts at effective regulation of
the industry.
Smoking especially among youths in Nigeria over the last
few years has continued to rise. A survey conducted in 2001
showed that 9.1% of Nigerian youths smoke cigarette. The
figure by another survey conducted in 2008 jumped to
between 17% and 27%. A recent survey in four local
governments of Adamawa state put smoking rates among
the youth at 33.9%.

circumventing the new law through branding of shopping
bags and t-shirts.
In Colombia where one of the toughest advertising laws in
the world is in place, the tobacco companies are sponsoring
trainings with retailers on how to use novelty cigarette packs
as mini-billboards in retail stores, violating the law and
reaching more kids with its deadly brands.
Ukraine just passed one of the strongest tobacco advertising
bans in Europe, including all forms of sponsorships and socalled “corporate social responsibility” schemes (CSR),
which the WHO recognizes as thinly veiled marketing. Japan
Tobacco recently lobbied for a reversal of this legislation at
the Ukraine's fifth annual Forum of Charity-Makers, which is
a convention of all charitable bodies throughout the country.
Now there is a struggle between activists advocating for
implementation, and a tobacco industry lobbying to water
down the law.
In solidarity with our allies and NGOs across the globe
taking part in several actions to expose some of the tobacco
industry tactics to undermine the FCTC, ERA/FoEN is
demanding that the Nigerian government fast tract the
coming into law of the National Tobacco Control Bill
(NTCB).
The Bill contained provisions for the elimination of all TAPS.
NTCB should become law Now!
Please join us as we work together to make NTCB law!
-Speech delivered by Akinbode Oluwafemi, Director
Corporate Accountability at a joint press briefing with the
Civil Society Legislative Centre (CISLAC) to mark the 2013
WNTD

Beyond Our Chores
Across the globe, the tobacco industry is engaging in the
same illicit actions. It is also engaging in brand stretching in
Ghana where after a 2012 ban on TAPS, it is also
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About us
Environmental Rights Action (ERA) is a Nigerian advocacy non-governmental organization founded on January
11,1993 to deal with environmental human rights issues. ERA is the Nigerian chapter of Friends of the Earth
International (FoEI), the world environmental justice federation campaigning to protect the environment and to
create sustainable societies.
ERA/FoEN currently hosts the International Secretariat of Oilwatch International, the global south network of groups
resisting oil and gas extractive activities. ERA/FoEN is also co-coordinating Friends of the Earth Africa (FoEA)
campaign on Food Sovereignty as well as Climate Justice and Energy (CJE). ERA is the premier winner of the Sophie
Prize, the international award in environment and development. The organization is also a member 3of the Green
Actors of West Africa (GOWA), Network for the Accountability of Tobacco Transnationals (NATT), and the
Framework Convention Alliance (FCA). ERA/FoEN is the co-coordinating NGO for the Nigeria Tobacco Control
Alliance (NTCA). It is the host of the Africa Tobacco Control Regional Initiative (ATCRI).
ERA/FoEN currently operates four officers: Benin (Headquarters), Port Harcourt, Lagos and Yenagoa. The
organization has 25 full-time staff and several volunteers.
ERA/FoEN Programme Areas:
Forest and Biodiversity
Deforestation
Resisting Plantations/Monocultures
Community Forest Management
Community Rights
Drought and Desertification
Gender Justice
Food Sovereignty
GMOs
Land Rights and Agribusiness (Economic Justice)
Climate and Agriculture
Agrofuels
Gender Justice
Democracy Outreach Programme
Legal Resources
Community Resource Centers
Policy Advocacy
Media
Election Monitoring
Budget Advocacy
Gender Justice
Corporate Accountability and Environmental Health
Tobacco Control
Water and Sanitation
Community Health
Trade and Corporate
Energy and Extractives
Mining
Oil and Gas
Energy Sovereignty
Climate Justice
International Financial Institutions (IFIs)
Renewables
Gender Justice
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The President, Federal Republic Of Nigeria
Dr. Goodluck Jonathan
Presidential Villa,
Aso Rock,
Abuja
CC: Senate President
CC: Speaker House of Representatives

UNEP Report: DECLARE OGONILAND A DISASTER ZONE

T

he Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the

Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) has watched with keen

interest government and public reactions to the

release of the two-year environment assessment of
Ogoniland conducted by

the United Nations

Environmental Programme (UNEP).
We strongly believe the report represents one of the
necessary processes of getting private and public
corporations to act reasonably in their dealings with our
people and the environment.
The report has vindicated our publicly expressed views that

As it stands, the Ogoni people who still live with the
ecological disaster recorded in the UNEP report may never
have the right to an environment that can allow them
adequately support them.
We therefore demand that the Federal Government declares
Ogoniland a disaster zone and demand prompt and
emergency actions.
The Ogoni people deserve immediate relief materials, clean
water and compensation for the violation of their
environment, health and destruction of their livelihoods.
We restate our position that the $1 billion initial restoration
fund proposed by UNEP for the Ogoni clean-up exercise is
negligible compared with the mammoth ecological disaster
caused by Shell in the Niger Delta.

Shell and other oil companies have carried out its
exploitation activities in Ogoniland and other parts of the
Niger Delta with impunity and is fully responsible for the
environmental degradation that has ensued.
The sheer magnitude of environmental carnage in
Ogoniland, including soils contaminated with
hydrocarbons up to a depth of five metres in 49 observed
sites, discovery of cancer-causing benzene in drinking
water at a level 900 times above World Health Organisation
(WHO) acceptable levels, require prompt actions

In addition to the restoration fund, we urge the Federal
Government to establish a $100billion clean-up fund for the
entire Niger Delta to commence remediation processes. Gas
flares must be halted and the leaking pipes that continually
pollute streams, rivers and farmlands in the Niger Delta
must be replaced.
The institutional set-ups recommended in the UNEP report
should be discussed with the Ogoni people and accepted
actions adequately backed with a legal framework to ensure
full implementation.

compelling the violator to take responsibility.
A further affront on the sensibilities of the people is that in
spite of Shell's violation of the rights of the people to a safe
environment, it is still contemplating a return to Ogoniland
to continue oil exploitation activities, an action which to us
is unacceptable and if permitted by the Nigerian
government, will be tantamount to rubbing salt on injury.

We will not accept any attempt to sweep this report under
the carpet, allow Shell evade responsibility and abandon the
Ogoni people to certain annihilation.
Not only do the Ogoni people deserve an unreserved
apology, Shell and their Joint Venture Partner, NNPC, must
clean up the mess they created in Ogoniland and the entire
Niger Delta.

Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria
214 Uselu - Lagos Road, P.O.Box 10577, Benin city, Nigeria. Tel/Fax +234 52 880619
e-mail: eraction@eraction.org

website: www.eraction.org

Dear Legislators,

Pass Pro-People

Petroleum

Industry
Bill Now!
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